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Dustin Daniels | River Bible Church
Matthew 2:16-18 | Herod’s Wrath
February 20, 2022

WELCOME:
e  Please turn your Bibles to Matthew 2
e  Bibles in back—our gift to you.

REVIEW: !

For the last several months, we have been studying the life of Jesus through the
Gospel of Matthew.

Have you noticed how different Matthew’s Gospel is from Mark’s?

We’ve looked at the genealogy of Jesus|and the virginal conception of Jesus.
Matthew has taught us about the Magi and that famous star.

And last Sunday, the Holy Spirit taught us about the Flight into Egypt with Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph.

KEYPOINTS: /Cc@ul‘ﬁ .‘L/Lu\ﬂ Q\'C Apy 7,

e There is no doubt that Joseph was filled with doubt.” ‘

e  How Jesus is the fulfillment of the OT.

e . Recapitulation: How Jesus is a “Do-Over” for Israel and all mankind.
e  Jesus is the New Moses leading a new Exodus. ‘

e  The Sovereignty of God—God is in control regardless of what we believe/\
or how we feel.

e We discussed what separates a Disciple from a Christian. It’s all in choices
that we make—specifically choosing not only to love God’s promises|but
also His commands.

Tyt ‘v\c‘] i
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e  Lastly, we learned how it's in our trials\ burdens %ln i sufferings to where we
cannot fake obedience. B j

Most of these lessons came from Josephffs\ obedience.
Joe is not a super saint.
There was nothing special about him.

He is a sinner who needs God’s salvific gracel just like you and me.

Joe was not perfect, but he wasimperfectl){ obedient.

= e B A s wd
I pray that’s encouraging to you this morning. 6”3()(.1 ( ,zvé'ﬁ “F‘J/' / zlu\( or Y
K,/ o AR ()(’[ﬁg'd( 0/“)\\

- INTRODUCTION:
Today, we will get the other side of the story from last week.

As Jesus, Mary, and Joseph were traveling to Egypt| something appalling happened
in the land of Israel.

King Herod learns that the Magi skipped town without telling him where the
Messiah was born.

[s that going to be an issue?
Let’s find out.

*Please stand for the reading and honoring of God's Word. *

2022-2-20
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SCRIPTURE: Matthew 2:16-18 CSB
Matthew 2:1—After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judeaq, in the days of
King Herod, wise men from the east arrived in Jerusalem,

Matthew 2:2— saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we saw his star at its rising and have come to worship him."

Matthew 2:3— When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and
all Jerusalem with him.

Matthew 2:4— So he assembled all the chief priests and scribes of the
people and asked them where the Messiah would be born.

Matithew 2:5— "In Bethlehem of Judeaq,” they told him, "because this is
what was written by the prophet:

Maithew 2:6— And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah:
Because out of you will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.”

Matthew 2:7— Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and asked
them the exact time the star appeared.

Matithew 2:8— He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search
carefully for the child. When you find him, report back to me so that | too
can go and worship him.",

Matthew 2:9— After hearing the king, they went on their way. And there it
was—the star they had seen at its rising. It led them until it came and
stopped above the place where the child was.

Matthew 2:10— When they saw the star, they were overwhelmed with joy.
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Maﬂhew 2:11— Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and falling to their knees, they worshiped him. Then they opened
their treasures and presented him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.

Matthew 2:12— And being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod,
they refurned to their own country by another route.

Matthew 2:13— After they were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying, "Get up! Take the child and his mother, flee to
Egypt, and stay there until | tell you. For Herod is about to search for the
child to kill him."

Matthew 2:14— So he got up, took the child and his mother during the
night, and escaped to Egypt.

Matthew 2:15— He stayed there until Herod's death, so that what was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled: Out of Egypt |
called my Son.,

Matthew 2:16—Then Herod, when he realized that he had been outwitted
by the wise men, flew into a rage. He gave orders to massacre all the
boys in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under, in
keeping with the time he had learned from the wise men.

Matthew 2:17— Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was
fulfiled:

Matthew 2:18— A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping, and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children;

and she refused to be consoled,

because they are no more.,
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PRAY:

Sing to the Lord, you his faithful ones,
and praise his holy name.

For his anger lasts only a moment,
but his favor, a lifetime.

Weeping may stay overnight,

but there is joy in the morning.

(Psalm 30:4-5)

EXEGESIS:

by the wise men, lff ewinto &r roge He gave orders to massacre all the
boys in and around Bethlehem ) who were two years old and under, in
keeping with the time he had learned from the wise men.

Several weeks ago, we learned that Herod wanted the Magi to report back to him
regarding the\';"locatiqn of The Messiah— not to worship Hinxbut to kill Him.

Herod may have waited a day —maybe two— but probabl§ not much longer than
that before he gave this order. '

Bethlehem is only five miles away from Jerusalem.
It’s a two-hour journey.
So a few days have passed, and Herod realizes that Magi are not coming back.

Matthew 2:16—Then Herod, when he realized that he had beerz oufwn‘fed /
by the wise men, flew into o’rage. -

Herod The Great was tricked! Hé was deceived!

“ ‘\

Matthew 2: 16—TheA Herod, when he realized that he had been © &utwm‘ed

)
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In Herod’s mind, the Magi are mockln?him— how dare they mock King Heard
The Great.

Question: Is it really the Magi who tricked Herod?
Let me point you back to verse twelve from last week.

Maﬁhew 2:12—And being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod,
: the/y refumed to their own country by another route.

?f/f.xc |

According to verse 12, who warned the Magl’;(God

So th trlgkéd}lerod? God.

The Magi are simplyzobedient\)o the leading of God.

—_

The Magi have another Divine Disruption to their lives.

(

/
' They were planning on going back the same way they came and stopping by
| Jerusalem on the way to tell Herod where the Messiah was.

(__% T_hey were going to do as Herod asked!

Butkthey too, like Joseph, had a dream from God providing a divine intervention.

el

And as many of us know, a divine intervention will change the course of your\llfe g
f o -“,/\u> o € )LT /1\,\ A f“’(\ of A S (tuatioe- \’m oV vy
-\°r§fff ¢ W i L ey -t e oo A ;m’ et s by
i ((u Derson . Lhte 1S (e d red ity ovr TVl
| _Matthew 2:16—...when/he realized that he had been outwitted by the
wise men, flew into

rage.]

The scene here is that Herod completely loses control of his emotions.

2022-2-20
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Have you heard the phrase,|“He sees red.”

Herod is like a bull, Lwhere the matador mocks him with the red flag.

Herod allows his passions to overrule his judgment.
)

Herod doesn’t control his anger— his anger is now in control (()f vhim.\
o

His arrogance and pride now blind all common sense.

In his sick, twisted, and rage filled-mind, if Herod can tklll@le one “born King of
the chs”:( hen he’s going seek revenge on the very town that bore him.

Obviously, it’s never a good idea to make decisions when you’re filled with rage.

KEYPOINT 1:

Anger is evidence of our pride.
Let’s learn a life-saving lesson from Herod today.

Proverbs 14:16—A wise person is cautious and turns from evil,
but a fool :(s eas:l\pngered and is careless.

" o

Proverbs 29:11— A fool gives {full vem? to his anger,
but a wise person\holds it in check.

Anger: a strong emotion of irritation or agitatior{ that occurs when a personal
need or expectation is not met.

—
e ¥

Angry people in Scripture are described ai hot tempe;:\g or(cj'{iick—tempgré’d.

i(overbs 29:22— An angry person stirs up conflict,
)-cmd a fhof—femper d on%increases rebellion.

= \
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Proverbs 14:29—A-patient person shows great understanding,
buf a qwck—fempered oﬁ promotes foolishness.

The Hebrew word in the OT that is used the most when it comes to anger is aph.
§4ph gives the picture of someone s nose or nostril ﬂarm \mth anger.
(\Q adz, P & |8 Matada- . 7\/ \

Isn’t that interesting?

Scripture specifically provides a physiological and visceral response to anger.
Like most other emotions, anger has an impact on our bodies.

Let’s read our text again to get the full picture of what’s happening.

y Maﬁhew 2}_ ..when Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the

.y - \_‘_17 e

Herod’s blood-vessels became highly excited.
His pulse becomes strong and hard.
Herod’s face becomes red and swollen.

His eyebrows frown and his eyes swell\.{. .before he says one word.

—

So Herod’s whole body is thrown into turmoil.

And he’s about to do something really stupid.

-
" Proverbs 14:17 NLT—Short-tempered peopl do{/ foolish'things,

\
\ -
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Controlling and subduing our anger is a form of self-control.

This kind of self-control must bq_f"leérnecr\

S gt \
Everybody deals with the sin of anger at varying levels,|but nobody is exempt.

RVANRN A
[ was at a men’s conference several years ago.

There were about 300 men in the room, and the pastor asked the men to close their
eyes and raise their hands when he mentioned a subject/sin they were struggling
with.

When he got to the subject of anger,\] ’m not kidding, nearly every hand was raised.
Dear friends, anger is not a sin that we have to continue dealing with.

l(t dar})be controlled,\but only by the power of the Holy Spirit living within you.

P

As we all know, giving (fulWeTn't}o our anger is incredibly embarrassing and

shameful. = = \
U\/LO‘/T DL"\"P\L (\-CC)\/Q_( WpATY \k\"l( &5/\\

We see instant consequences when it comes to Herod’s rage.

Matthew 2:16—He gave orders to mossocre' all the boys in and around
Bethlehem who were two years old and under,

Herod’s fury is so fierce|that it destroys all common sense.
In Herod’s rage, he.fchoc;s:éE»'to execute children |willfully.
He murders babies in cold blood—he has zero compassion.

Now, does that sound like a decision that a good, sane, moral and responsible
person would make?

Ot CovrsN\SY

2022-2-20
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J\ (\\N\ ScpNeSAYS

Proverbs 27:4 NlV—Anger is cruel/and fury loverwhelming,

; And because God says that fury is overwhelming, it’s no wonder that Herod looses
C— self control.

/ When people go into a rage lik@___th\is, many times they move into a state of
temporary insanity—but that’@'; nE)’} an excuse to justify sin.

Question: If it’s God who warned the Magi,\and it’s God who tricked Herod\then
who is Herod really angry with?

\

Answer: God.
But is God concerned about Herod’s anger?
Psalm 2 is known as the Coronation/Crowning Psalm. Listen to this:

i =
“ Psalm 2:1— Why do the nations roge],\ond the people{ plot in vaing

f Psalm 2:2— The kings of the earrh take their stand, and the rulers consp:re
- fogefherz agomst fhe Lord and His Anomfed One E 7 ﬂa L»\m 3;\( )

! t\'\J\,\B

Psalm 2:3— "Let's tear off their chains and throw their ropes off of us.”

Psalm 2:4— The one enthroned in heoverz Ioughj the Lord }idicules them.

Psalm 2:5— Then he speaks fo them in his cmgér and femf:es them in his
wrath: )

Psalm 2:6— "I have installed my king on Zion, my holy mountain.”

Now please don’t confuse God’s anger with Herod’s anger... or even your anger,
for that matter.
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God’s anger is a righteous and holy anger.

God’s wrath is bascii n loqv%\toward sin.
We get angry because we don’t get our way.

i N\
Our anger is based ony selfishness—not love for others.

< ———

When we’re angry,|are we loving that person the way we love ourself?

Don,t kld yourself! -_K\l\e'/(‘ [?» \-'H\( CllS\\Jﬁ e\'.s—&v‘b&\ l’\ Q_\’f‘(_ /.)l"\‘) l’ (r\,

—

We get angry because that person. is in the way of what we want to do.

So God’s anger doesn’t compare to ours.

Back to...
Maithew 2:16—He gave orders fé moséocre/ all the boys in and around
Bethlehem who were two years old and Under,

Now, It probably didn’t take long for the Romans to execute these children.
It probably happened the same day that Herod gave the order.
How many children were murdered that day?

Bethlehem is a small village between 300-500 people so several dozen children
could have been murdered that night.

However, we don’t know for sure.

Scripture doesn’t say, and there are no other séculap': historical records of this event.
S ——— =

Some people say that this story is made up because no one else records it.
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How do we, as Disciples of Jesus, respond to this allegation?

Well, here’s the deal.

— S

B

First, if Matthew made this story upévhich is Scripture&then God is a liar.

—
And if God is a liar, then we all have an eternal problem on our hands—which
means we can’t trust Him.

\/Bi\Scripture says that God doesn’t lie in Titus 1:2—so the story is true.

Secondly, Bethlehem is a small village out in the middle of nowhere.

\ C&\

b
/i \m cares about Bethlehem.

In other words...Herod executing childrex\1 out in the middle of nowhere— is not
front-page news for the Jerusalem times.

Sadly, that’s the reason no historian recorded it.

| Maftthew 2:17—{Then&whof was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was
~ fulfiled:

Notice here that Matthew i{ﬁb?interested in Herod’s temper tantrum.
—// A

What Matthcw[%nterested in— is how Herod’s rage {{llﬁllst Scripture.

Matthew 2:18— A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping, and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children;

and she refused to be consoled,

because they are no more.,

Matthew quotes Jeremiah 31:15.
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KEYPOINT 2: [
Notice how one man s rage\is tied to another woman s weeping.
So why is Matthew quoting the OT prophet, Jeremiah?

Let’s break it down.

Matthew 2:18— A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping, and great mourning,

There are four places known as Ramah in the OT.
This prophecy happened at Ramah in Benjamin, which is near Jerusalem.

This particular village is where Nebuchadnezzar gathered the Jewish people before
bringing them back to Babylon as slaves.

The Jews going into Babyloiar(baptivi};/;‘is/ why/(there is weeping and great
mourning in the first part of this verse. TN

Let’s look at the second part.

Matthew 2:18— Rachel weeping for her children;
and she refused to be consoled,
because they are no more.

Rachel was Jacob’s wife.
Jacob is one of the forefathers of the faith. (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob).

So in the first part of verse 18, Isracl weeps,|but now it’s a person

weeping, Rachel. Why?

Rachel’s been long dead—she’s not ¢igh in Bethlehem.\/v\/‘\r s VASSAY LR
\M@pmS ,

2022220
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\ P
60 L’\X\/\:‘\ ] SQ\/\ | OA< |
Rachel is what’s called a Biblical Type—super fun!

Typology: A biblical interpretation where a person, place, or thing in the OT|points
to G/nother,)person, place, or thing found in thM estament.

For example:

The Passover lamb in the OT];s a‘/fyp\ex that points to Jesus as the Lamb of God in
the New Testament{(T Cor 5:7). — / gheiin:

The rock from which Israel diap_lg_i_nihe OT, ;eﬁgures Christ Himself as the Rock
and Living Water in the New. (1 Cor 10:3, 4)

Jesus said to Nicodemus, “As Moses lifted up\the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up.” (Jn 3:14; L\f. Nm 21:9).
Z

3

D ASS A ¢ B e e
- Back to our A@_«' i L\ Tay Coptogt
Matthew 2:18— Rachel weeping for her children;

and she refused To*be cons led,
because fheyﬂg_rfm moé

~~ ) \

So, Rachel is 4 type that represents all the mothers of Bethlehem/who are weeping
because hier children are being murdered by Herod. |
"i\\“ ( -
Pretty hiave text for us today.
e
We have a lot to learn from it.

I’d like to focus on anger as we close.

PREACH:
I learned a lot about anger from my own dad.

2022-2-20



Manuscript Herod’s Wrath Page 15 of 22

He taught me things not to do.
As a little boy I remember going through the car wash.

Dad drove a black Pontiac Trans Am with T-Tops—just like the one in the movie
Smokey and the Bandit.

I'll never forget that car. My-dad-bptightonejustlike’it-

I would sit in the passenger seat, and my younger brother would sit on the armrest
while he drove.

There weren’t any seatbelt laws back then.

(:""_"}Needless to say, safety was not much of a concern for my dad.
" Besides, what could possibly go wrong?

R

Well, we go through the carwash.

But instead of drying the car with a towel{like a normal person)x he decided that he
would drive really, really, fast to “air dry” it.

I looked at the speedometer, and we were going over 100 mph through the
suburban streets of Ft. Wayne, Indiana.

I’m guessing the speed limit was 40 or 50 mph max.

After passing several cars at what seemed to be mach speed, dad finally had to
slow down because of traffic.

Some of the cars that we passed started catching up with us.

Ry

One of the drivers that passed us )gavegys\a certain hand gesture as he drove by.
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This gesture sent my dad into overdrive himself.

He didn’t say'anything, but decided to switch lanes very quickly as we pulled up
to the red light.

That car was directly in front of us.
Dad tapped this car with his front bumper and then slammed on the gas pedal.

The next thing I knew, his Smokey and the Bandit Pontiac Trans Am was screech-
ing and spinning its tires while grey smoke filled up the intersection!

I specifically remember the passenger looking back at us in terror.

After a few seconds, dad started pushing this car out into the middle of the
intersecti(:k\with oncoming traffic.

The driver finally released his own brake, slammed on the gas, ran the red light,
and drove off into safety.

Like I mentioned, I learned wha@to do...I have more stories, but you’ll have to

joine-smatkgroup to hear them.
V> 1 le. Foda) v € U)%S

Is anger a sin?

i /--»_
- Psalm 4:4 NLT—Don't sin/by letting /bnga control you. Think about it
. overnight and remain silent. —

You don’t have to give in to your anger like Herod or my dad.

It is a choice to be angry.

rd



(

/

/
/

Manuscript Herod’s Wrath Page 17 of 22

For many of us, irritation and anger are the default mode of how we deal with
problems.

Have you ever wondered why\you get angry?

It’s not the person place or thing—those are surface level issues.

The reason we get angry is because we still have|a fractured relationship with Jesus
Christ at some level.

King Herod did not have a relationship with God and he sinned.

’& My dad thought he had a relationship with God and he sinned.

And the reason we get angry is because of tHe remaining sin‘in our life as well.

,‘.(— /}f‘? v

Now, our sini manifests itself out in many different ways.

C bl J'i’”/(u/rc}‘m-—)‘ JD 57 O
)
I

Let me give you three sources of anger: ;ﬂ\c,’ o U

26 T
A __\____,, — CU/\B"L".)

Pl o Yo = f
1. We get angry because rur heart is w(iTundedlf(Gglgsis 37:3-4)

God has designed all of us|to have a need|for unconditional love.

When we are rejected or experience some kind of emotional pain—we get angry.
Why? To protect ourselvegﬂ from getting wounded again.

But that’s not God’s design.

You may have heard the expression that, “hurt people hurt other people.”
There’s a lot of truth in that.

We’re all hurt and broken, but we don’t have to stay that way.

2022-2-20
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\

2. We get angry because of fear and wor{y (1 Samucl 18 8- 12)
God created us with a need for security.

\ &A_Llr—"
]]\( change in our circumstances|cause us to fear—which causes us to worry.

(That worr)[ reveals a brokenness in our lives.
—

At some level we don’t trust God—and that lack of trust is another reason we get
angry.

3. We get angry because of frustratlo( (Gene51s 4: 3 8) )
A lot of our frustration is tied to our performanCE‘ = -

@ Everyone has a God-given need for significance.

oy {{:U(/ als ‘\)T
@Bﬁt, when our&ﬁeﬁ dféin t meet our expectations then our significance is
threatened, causing anger.

Frustration over unmet expectations is a major source of anger. x L

How do we overcome these sources of anger?
" -

Psalm 38:18—So [ confess my iniquity;

| am anxious because of my sin.

For us to be at peace with God and others, WEsmpture tells us to confess our sins.

How do you do this practically?
1. Confess anger as sin.

1 John 1:9—If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

2022-2-20
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James 5:16— confess your sins fo one onofheiond pray for one another,
. that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great
power as it is working.

2. Ask God to reveal the source of your anger.

This is a great thing to pray about when you tithe your time in the morning.
3.« Talk to a trusted Brother or Sister in Christ about your anger.

There’s no such thing as a lone ranger Christian.

This idea that you can live the Christian life apart from the Church and apart from
discipleship comes from the p1t of hell.
A\ \ il 1 foul MN\ “i{

There’ s a reason the worst pum e
confinement.

\LG c, /cu/ e certpnly ,\U\ «(lf I (LGC(

nta prlsoner can receive in pl‘lSOIl 1 Js solitary

And yet, many Christians voluntar chﬁitozgmﬁm%g}g@m-isolate
themselves._ — | _sslihan
.[/\LL A ’Q('L 4\\«\(. PG s /VIL\I.’\ &ff\ﬁ' C _]l’\/\f \/{)\w\\ﬁ'/\\‘\ V\’\L\,k YC\, /\“‘ ( I ( h 'll,'t L“T

lllf you‘ want to talk to someone today or need prayer we invite you to stay after the pol f\“ ot

service. k U e 7 WAL \,W){
S()”\\/l ll

We have our prayer room through the foyer and to the right and fellowship to the

left. | o

L*L k.v f\‘-’ C ('\ ’_\\’ (b\n&«, \t\,\/ _ ‘/A‘( ,L'\A', \[cv LUQ\_‘ & \(“ .

PRAY:

—)'\j()/ﬁxbk Vi K\)[ & S‘I,’—' cﬁ\’ \S((( \r\.\/\‘ (\JL_/

Lﬂ( \,&I\A h\(V \\_.b
Ludrr “4
'(‘u\ ‘ [ & T

{\ /XWMI\*“( 5
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