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Dustin Daniels | River Bible Church
Matthew 2:19-23 | Jesus’ Return to Nazareth
March 6, 2022

WELCOME:
e  Please turn your Bibles to Matthew 2:19-23

e  Bibles in back—our gift to you.

REVIEW:

Last Sunday, we had Pastor Thomas Amos teach us James 1.
I love the book of James.
It is so wise and so practical.

James 1:19— My dear b ofhers and sisters, understand this: Everyone
should be qu:ck to hsfenﬁ slow fo spea/{ ond(slow fo onger

e e

I had to laugh when Thomas told me that he was teaching this text because the
Sunday prior, the Holy Spirit taught us|about anger in Matthew’s Gospel.

BTW, out of the three-plus years that I’ve been preaching here, I’ve never received
so much feedback on a sermonithan that one on anger.

So God was speaking clearly and loudly.

And for those of us who ignored that message on anger God brought Thomas to

gelterate a few more things to make His point. &
> L/

And some people think that God doesn’t have a sense of humor!
C)\V\}%,‘_\\ \\(

Let me qulckly review from Matthew’s Gospel two weeks ago:
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We looked at the text commonly known as the Massacre of the Children. L NN

This is where King Herod murdered the children of Bethlehem for noeasor.
P Niacisapapspy s

So we looked at why Herod was so angry.
The Holy Spirit said that “Herod flew into a rage.”

LW KEYPOINT:
Anger is evidence of our pride.

s

\
The most common reason we get mad is because someone is 1n the way of our
plans. \ '

We also discussed three sources of anger.
o o g
Because the person you’re angry with is not the real réason your angry.
That’s a surface-level issue.
So we discussed three root causes of anger—

1. We get angry because our heart is wounded (Genesis 37:3-4)
2. We get angry because of - fear and worry (1 Samuel 18:8-12)
3. We get angry because gf frustration. (Genesw 4:3-8)

Now, that’s all a review from the last two weeks.

Py \10* [Asse L S\t sy r ANIVYG \\'\w {\ O~ H\( \nJC b;[(
INTRODUCTION:
Today, the Holy Spirit will teach us what happen?_ aftex\ Klng Herod dies.

X )
Remember, Herod was the one who wasn’t éble\to kill Jesus as he planned—so he
got angry.

2022-3-6
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Herod’s plans were disrupted by God.

3

\\ﬂé fhought that the Magi tricked him, but it was really God who caused a divine
disruption to both Herod’s plans(rnd /the Magi’s traveling schedule.

Herod ends up losing his mind, flies into a rage, and chooses to murder babies.

A year or so after this event, Herod dies, and now Matthew flashes back to Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph.

This is where we pick up the narrative for today.

*Please stand for the reading and honoring of God'’s Word. *

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 2:19-23 CSB

Matthew 2:1—After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of
King Herod, wise men from the east arrived in Jerusalem,

Matthew 2:2— saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we saw his star at its rising and have come to worship him."

Matthew 2:3— When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and
all Jerusalem with him.

Matthew 2:4— So he assembled all the chief priests and scribes of the
people and asked them where the Messiah would be born.

Matthew 2:5— "“In Bethlehem of Judeaq," they told him, “"because this is
what was written by the prophet:

Matthew 2:6— And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah:
Because out of you will come a ruler
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who will shepherd my people Israel.”
Matthew 2:7— Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and asked
them the exact time the star appeared.

Matthew 2:8— He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search
carefully for the child. When you find him, report back to me so that | foo
can go and worship him.",

Matthew 2:9— After hearing the king, they went on their way. And there it
was—the star they had seen at its rising. It led them until it came and
stopped above the place where the child was.

Matthew 2:10— When they saw the star, they were overwhelmed with joy.

Matthew 2:11— Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and falling to their knees, they worshiped him. Then they opened
their treasures and presented him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.

Matthew 2:12— And being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod,
they returned to their own country by another roufe.

Matthew 2:13— After they were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying, "Get up! Take the child and his mother, flee to
Egypt, and stay there until | tell you. For Herod is about to search for the
child to kill him."

Matthew 2:14— So he got up, took the child and his mother during the
night, and escaped to Egypt.

Matthew 2:15— He stayed there until Herod's death, so that what was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfiled: Out of Egypt |
called my Son.,
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Matthew 2:16—Then Herod, when he realized that he had been outwitted
by the wise men, flew into a rage. He gave orders to massacre all the
boys in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under, in
keeping with the time he had learned from the wise men.

Matthew 2:17— Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was
fulfilled:

Matthew 2:18— A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping, and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children;

and she refused to be consoled,

because they are no more.,

Matthew 2:19— After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypf,

Matthew 2:20— saying, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to
the land of Israel, because those who intended fo kill the child are dead.”

Mcatthew 2:21— So he got up, took the child and his mother, and entered
the land of Israel.

Matthew 2:22— But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea
in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned
in a dream, he withdrew to the region of Galilee.

Matthew 2:23— Then he went and settled in a town called Nazareth to
fulfill what was spoken through the prophets, that he would be called a
Nazarene.
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PRAY:

I thought about my ways

and turned my steps back to your decrees.
I hurried, not hesitating

to keep your commands.

(Psalm 119:59-60)

We see this with Joseph today, please teach us Your Word. AMEN!

EXEGESIS:
Matthew 2:19— After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt

Here in verse 19, we have a transition in today’s narrative.

In verses 16-18, Matthew told us what happened when Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
( fled from Bethlehem to Egypt—so the text featured Herod.

Now Matt’s focus shifts back to Jesus, Mary and Joseph living in Egypt. 7
There could be a gap of several years between verses 18 aﬁd 19.

Matthew 2:19— After Herod died,

We already know what a wicked, godless man Herod is.

Is anyone interested in how King Herod “the Great” died?

Do you think Herod finished life well?

At the end of Herod’s life, he was in a tremendous amount of physical pain.

2022-3-6
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Why?

\D It's said that he had maggoft‘é‘iin his organs.

\_ 7 \He also had constant seizures.
\\_’7 7
3 Herod had foul breath

If I were a bettin’ man—-call me Captain Obvious I I’'m guessing the way Herod
died is not a coincidence.

Thererarc\ repercussions to living your life in defiance to God.

= e

Regardless, Herod’s dead...

Matthew 2:19— an angel of the Lord appeared in o} dreori\\fo Josephin
Egypt. R

Joe has another dream.
If you were Joe at this point, would you be a little timid to go to sleep?! ( Aed
What’s Mary thinking?

Did she ever get in the habit of asking Joe if she needs to start packing diapers in
the morning?

/l\\“\ﬁlgk S,‘D‘L[\
Matthew 2:20—saying, “"Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to

the land of Israel, because those who intendedrto kill the child are dead.”

The angel repeats the same instructions to Joe from verse 13 nearly verbatim.

Instead of going to Egypt, the angel tells Joseph to go to Israel.

2236
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AQAL[ )b\

t}l‘e also tells Joe why he’s going back to Israel.

Matithew 2:20—because those who intended to kill the child are dead.”

Many times \kf not most of the tlme\God doesn t tell us why He does certain

things.

e

Did your father }eel obligated to tell you everything that he was doing or why he
was doing it? Of course not.

However, God does tell Joseph.

He’s told him twice.

But not so much with us.

We learn this from watching Jesus and His Disciples.

Most of the time, Jesus didn’t tell His disciples prec1se1}y what He was domg}>
why . He was doing it. \ /

b

Jesus told His disciples to “Follow Me.”

LAnd then Jesus turned around and started walking.

& 8
And Hg expected people to follow Him(withou't? _complainingi

and without being iqtenogate& as to where they were going,

how long it would take,\or \'\)vhy.they were even going in the first place.

Do we do that today?

2022-3-6
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Jesus 1s leading us somewhere we don’t want to go,

and we act like our children in the backseat of the car on a family vacation, asking,
“Are we there yet? Are we there yet?”

AT
Matthew 2:21— So ;;‘e got up, took the child and his mother, and entered
the land of Israel.

It’s no surprise that Joseph is ikrnmediatel\}/ obedient at this point.

Now the angel told them to(retum‘, and Joe did.

Last week we learned that the angzl told Joseph t(g gé;\and he went.

That’s a big lesson for us today—Living a life of obedience\" i§)a simple godly life.

BUT, don’t make the mistake of thinking that (obedienc%éauégs problem free-life...

as we’ll find out next. el
Matthew 2:22— But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea
in place of his father Herod, he (Joseph) was afraid to go there. And
being warned in a dreom_,,ﬁ@ withdrew to the region of Galilee.

3
Joseph remains obedient to the Lord’s command through the Angel.

Joe most likely plans on going back home to Bethlehem, which is in Judea.

[ would imagine that Joseph and Mary are excited to go home, don’t you?

They have been away from friends and family for years. IJ\M\*\Q'\““\\"E - \éu«'\ (YA\'“ \ »
- ey Ao\l i e i PR

It’s at this moment, they hope that they will see family again\and maybe their lives
will settle down from all this traveling and drama and all these surprises.
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So Joe and Mary start the journey back home{gml ther,) they receive some
unsettling news. (CNA

Joe knows Herod is dead, but it’s not his death that is the talk of the town.
Herod’s evil actions linger in Israel.

Let me give you an example—

Herod had a propensity for provoking the Jews for fun.

One of the dumb things he did before he died was set up a Roman eagle over the
Temple’s gate.

That’s a problem for the Jews.
Think about the imagery here... X
\
k el o \ualic T\
When the Jews walked into the Temple, they-sawcthis Roman eagle on their way to
worship Y WHW—the One True Living God.

What kind of subliminal message is Herod sending?

That would be like someone setting up a statue of Buddha on our church property
for everyone to see as you drove up the hill.

Would anybody have a problem with that?
It’s called Idolatry, and it breaks one of God’s top ten.
Exodus 20:4—Do not make an idol for yourself, whether in the shape of

anything in the heavens above, 9r on the earth below, orin the waters
under the earth.
L@'

2022-3-6
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So, two Jewish Rabbis decide to do something about the idolatrous eagle above the
Temple’s gates.

Judas (not Iscariot) and Matthias, decided to tear it down.

When Herod heard about it, he took care of the situation like he’s always taken
care of problems in the past—Herod executes the rabbis and then dies himself.

Fast forward to the next Passover,la\md a Jewish insurrection breaks out because of
the murder of these two rabbis along with other things.

A man named Archelaus enters the scene.

,M.
Archelaus is Herod’s son and reacts like his father.

—

Archelaus murders three thousand Jews during that particular Passover because of

the insurrection. s
Many of those people, btw, had nothing to do with the revolt.
\\JC &E&’ A \\'- it J\’m \/

The rotten apple doesn’t fall far from the rotten tree, does it?

The thing about Archelaus is that he was as cruel as his father\‘but nowhere near
capable. -

He was inept—a spoiled little boy with way too much authority.
He eventually lost his job because of how he handled the revolt.
Regardless, Joseph hears this front-page news story.

It obviously rattles him and Mary.

So things are not getting better for Jesus, Mary and Joseph—they are now worse.
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KEYPOINT #1:

Obedience to God s will causes healthy tension in your life.

Joseph and Mary would have been safer staying in Egypt from a practical
perspective.

A M

Think about that.

God told them to go back to the land of Israel—and Joseph is obedient, yet, Joe
continues to deal with problem after problem.
If you were Joe, what would you be thinking?

How much praying/complaining/worrying would you be doing?
“Come on God, when do I catch a break?”

¥ ’ve been obedient! I don ' understand I'm taking care of Your Son the best way I
/

\;\\m\,\&\‘\ & ,w \ e Y - l,\)\/\\ S\ :L’X Y\OOI 1(3 CLfL’BS

And even though Joe doesn’t understand what’s happening at this moment, he is
still exactly where God wants him to be.

Joe is safe in the arms of God, even though it doesn’t look or feel like it.
But even though Joseph is in the center of God’s will, he’s still afraid.
How do we know?

Y\"(b *’\\\ \\,\Pl'),"\'\";\- S

Matthew 2:22—he was afraid to go there. C‘,\\’({ \

e
Joseph has a unique situation. He has an Angel L\gdmg"hnn threughgr&ams—

He has God teaching and telling him what to do.

2022-3-6
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For us, it’s a bit different. l

We’ve learned that the primary way God speaks to us@da 7 1s through His Word. ‘“e\s \

When we read the Word of God&)y the Spirit of God, we get direction.
k’d L. \M\( ~\€\x<, U B 5

But let me ask you:

What's the first thing that yoﬁ:do\vvhcn you’re afraid?

e  Who is the first person you speak with?

e Do you talk to anyone at all? — D= Y KeerP Al E«T\

e  How many mentors do you have in your llfe?

e  Who is discipling you?

e Do you try to figure life out on your own?

e Where do you go for answers?—And why do you go there?
e Do you expect God to do everything for you?

We see Joe get his answer in verse 22.

Mafthew 2:22— And being warned in a dream, he withdrew to the region
of Galilee.

Joe has another dream where God warns him to stay away from Archelaus.
Why? Bethlehem is only five miles from Jerusalem.
Archelaus may want to finish What Herod started.

So although Joe is afraid, he gets his answer ar%d chooses to move through the fear
and keep traveling.

KEYPOINT #2:

Fear doesn t have to control or paralyze you.
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Joseph.can change plans quickly—he keeps moving—he keeps the family moving
by (leading)'h a godly way.

S
He’s able to adapt.
)

As the prophe{f;hn Wayne once saidjk‘Courage is being scared to death, but

saddling up anyway.” i

Joseph’s-teachable; ° S &q = o< N eachdslr .
e o Al e 18 v
“He’ s/able/f?)w@pplrconcéﬁtmm’mmedmély

So here we have a wise man, Joseph, who we know will make a wise decision.

Proverbs 8:33—Lisfe_n to instruction and be wise;
don't ignore it. j\'\,g\:-,\o\\ \oles s

Proverbs 9:9—Instruct the wise, and he will be wiser sfill; N\ gl S
teach the righteous, and he will learn more. 7\'5-\, Cnt >

Proverbs 10:8—A wise heart a\ccepts commands \¢ \(L AWy Y, A e P\i l W’J'\C
but foolish lips will be destroyed. Cupnds Bectine ot s \\\\ -

A wise, godly person wants to be corrected.
He wants to learn more. \J¢ ¢ Ty L,\ %YU’ \

Back to...

Matthew 2:22— And being warned in a dream, he withdrew fo the region
of Gdlilee.

Over time, these dreams become less specific about what the dreams are and what
the angel says.

2022-3-6
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The tone in verse 22 is that it’s up to Joseph where to go and live.
Isn’t that interesting?

|
Why doesn’t God tell Josep?} exactly Y/here to go?

s

:!\‘.\\\\l_\‘&({ Because God trusts Joe.

[ Joe has been testcd“% repeatedly and proven wor_tl_my\to be trusted.

It’s the same way with you and me, BTW.

Many times, we pray a prayer like this...

“God, please tell me exarctl‘jf' what to do Lord, and I'll do it.”
Sometimes God does tell us,\but most of the time, He doesn’t.

——

For example, we pray, “Lord should I move across the country and take the job, or
stay here?”

“Lord, should I marry the girl?”
And God says....<>
Why doesn’t God answelﬂ"/\l”‘ Oh «f\f PLS
Why does God choose to remain silent?
Is it possible that we misinterpret God’s silence?
\ We think God is(ﬁdg,istening, or He’s mad at us, or too busy for little ol’ me.
},\ oes GuUesTie~ s )

Is it possible that God invites us to do something new Jwhen He appaqs silent?

et

2022-3-6
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Maybe He’s inviting you to be quiet with Him.,

Ts it possible that God doesn’t want to give you an answer—

But would rather give yoll Himseif>— in the form of a relationship as you grapple '
-with what to do? - “

———

KEYPOINT #3:

Gods silence is meant to grow us up into maturity.
He’s building spiritual muscle.

Get this!

God is trustilf—y; Eo make a good and godly decisio ythat benefits you AND the
Kingdom of God. r\

We ask... “Should I stay or take the job?” “Should I marry the girl or not?”

S ’\K\\@j\\,— \/\x\ kg & | O A ‘\3[!5‘\"; r.
God , “It’s up to you. I'll be with you either way.”

So what God is saying is, “/ trust you.”

r— ——

TN
God is trusting Joe with where to live because Joe has proved himself faithful in
the past. S

And we think to ourselves, “Yeah, but that’s Joseph, what happens when I mess
this whole thing up.”

ke
Ahh. You wil]/mess it up at times.

You'’re just like everyone else—you got a bad case of the normals.

2022-3-6
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But here’s the thing—when yot\l d&mess it up—this is where the comfort of
e -
| knowing God’s Word comes in.

T poe Ak Leig — P Mot rowiy -

o8

Romans 8:28— We*lfnq‘_gw, that all things work together for the good of
~ those who love Go%,‘i/'vho are called according to his purpose.

|\H\ / OC’ L(CU q;(\g,u k\"\‘\ ?

(¢ "Do you love God?

D} Has He called you? ( e
Then you don’t have a problem.

God is the ultimate chess player—Chess Master.

Do7y61 believe thatfoday?

~—

{ Do you realize that Gpdis\with you with every breath you takclfnd in every
decision you make——even if its a poor decision?
)

. \ \ A v 4! ’-] ‘ = af |
LT O NN\ You loel, (15 2bhout Lar Yoo Froly -
Matthew 2:23— Then *@’gcwenf and seftled in a town called Nazareth to
fulfill what was spoken through the prophets, that ie would be called a
Nazarene. RE

Where is Joseph going now? —Nazareth.
Nazareth is out of Archelaus’ territory.
It’s about 55 miles north of Jerusalem,

A man named Antipas rules this area of Israel.

Antipas was also a son of Herod—Archelaus’ brother.
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Antipas is the one who is now ruling Galilee since his daddy died.

So just when Joe and Mary werf almost homje.—they’re almost to Bethlehem,

They now have another week of traveling in front of them with a Child who is at
least two, maybe three years old at this time.

Look what happens in verse 23.

: ((>Q">
Matthew 2:23— that e would be called a Nazarene.

settle in Nazareth|actually fulfilled what the OT prophets said about Jesus as

Get this...Joseph ravigates through His problems so well that*qu’s decision to
Messiah!

In other words, Joe’s decision to settle in Nazareth was God’s plan all along.

Dang! Go{&the ultimate Chess Master!
/

-

Why Nazareth? Is there anything special about Nazareth?
Is it some super holy place?

\) J{\/\b | Nazareth is located in a hilly area in the southern part of Galilee.
The town was not really a town. It was more like a small village.
Two interesting things about Nazareth:

1. It was near a major intersection of trade routgs.
2: @16 Roman military unit in charge of Galile;was located there.

ke p—

And when you combine these merchants and traders traveling near Nazareth with
the Roman military stationed there...

2022-3-6
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Nazareth,'ironicallyx was a kind of hub for world news.
News traveled fast to Nazareth.
\
Now, The people who lived in Nazareth\had a certain kind of attitude.

It was an attitude of independence from the rest of Israel.
\OI‘Q_/;LL T/\/'?

S O k)t\/‘v \
{(c /\((/»LU_\,

There’s a posture of defiance. L& \(am J(\fw W \V WS U
(e >(\—‘ a0 / At )3 TN 1 At
‘ 3(_5\- > \‘l L

(\ So, ironically, Nazareth is not a holy place.
(».-_Jt_ was known for its crudeness and violence.
The term Nazarene is a term of disrespect.

Remember when Nathanael asked Philip, “Can any good thing come out of
Nazareth?” (John 1:46).

Nate knew Nazareth’s reputation, just like everyone else.
That’s like us knowing, “What happens in Vegas....”

Let’s take one last look at verse 23

fulffll(whot was spoken fhrough the prophets that he would be called a

Matthew 2:23— Then he went and settled in YJ town called Nazorefh\fo
Nozorene

But we do have an issue that I need to mention.

5>
The prophets said that e would be called a Nazarene.
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So, evidently, the prophets of the OT were known}o say that the Messiah would be
called a Nazarene —even though it’s not recorded in Scripture.

There’s no verse to confirm or deny this.

It’s not a problem--even though some people make a problem.

Matthew is referring to the general teaching of the prophets.
{
He’s not referring to a specific passage.

That’s no cause for alarm because most of what the OT prophets said was not
recorded.

it ‘
What\ was recorded by the prophets is precisely\is what The Lord wanted.

\
\

Matthew is simply repeating the generél message ot: the prophets that the Messiah
would be lowly and despised as-a Nazarene.

PREACH:

We read this narrative, and it seems like Joseph has a Holy Spirit-filled GPS
implanted in his brain.

e  The Spirit tells Joe to go, and he goes.

e  The Spirit tells Joe to stay, and he stays.

e  The Spirit tells Joe to go again, and he does.
Wow, that’s pretty cool.

“I wish God did that for me!”

And here’s the thing, God does.

2022-3-6
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Now, he probably doesn’t do it in dreams.

Especially with the volume.and conéistency rc;\f dreams that Joesph had.
However, if you are a child of Go;i, He does speak to you.

And thg prima;;)(\,way God speaks to you is through the Bible. M(’% l
The problem is that we as a cultur% don’t want to obey The Word of God.
We think God’s commandments are suggestions.

We confuse sanctification with salvation.

-
(bﬂ“here is only one way to be saved—through Christ alone.

/\\
Salvation is based on worksELEt not yours! \'\

-

Salvatlor{ based on the(person and thea/ work\of Jesus Chrls( alone \ /AT,
N %U S Ast S TR R Cuire f\uf (lse oo Yoo b «Lm u L{/ “’M\j lu \( (\: M
Thmk about this: .'\“ ‘L: par
L«\, L.\J\é/‘(\‘\ V——‘—\.\

Jesus Would Mot have returned to Nazareth if it weren’t for Joseph’ S, obedlence.
It’s rare to find someone who has this kind of obedience.

Why was Joe obedient to the Lord?

[.\\\\\J'( ' Because Josep?ﬁ)v;‘ God.
/ /

Joe had a very different view of love/‘than we do today.
\\4,, 5 v

We confuse love with emotions.

e i ———

2022-3-6
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Joe knew that the only way to love God was to submit and obey His commands.

The same thing is true for us today regardless of what culture says.

John 14:15flf l/ou love me, you will keep my commands.

= bu\\ lopnh S Rpen W
Does anybody need to preach on that®\/t{«_

N

\

Is Jesus being subtle or ambiguous? ( L/

No, we need to (c'hoosc bedience.

N

The great thing about Joseph is the he is mode for obedience.
( 7

e oo

Joe knew that God’s timing was perfect, so when the Angel said, “Go!” He went.

Many of us tend to believe the lle(.hat when God says “Go!” That we have all the
time in the world. — T > 0 TG U g ~X0 € (‘\'t- ;

b EUTSN l\u\ o

Either we obey or disobey.

Our decision is either of faith or unbelief.

Many times we are!lunprepareavhen God says, “Go!”
‘DK Joseph was prepared and he safely brought his family home.

We want to be careful here, because if we are disobedient to God—our
disobedience could and most likely impact the lives of others.

When God speaks, it’s out of the context of eternity.

;&_\\ ~X\}\r\ \.\ \;\5

There are implications to our disobedience. - \&
) \/\*Q\u\& \,\\,N;\ Ll \ \\l\uL \\A f\f\\_w\_ L & _%YJO S ’*\ A \\\3 \’\‘
(\(C \ \3\ T\ X u
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Next week, we will meet someone who knows what obedience looks like.
We’re going to meet a new character in Matthew’s Gospel, John the Baptizer.

AKA...Crazy John.
Why was he crazy?... You’ll have to come next Sunday and find out.

PRAY:

BE L /uld(k/\\k) \(&AKL‘\/\' s~ € L\' Xf('y\( K
5 l,\\_\L\, kb‘\'\ \erad > .*(Q ) 4\? bU ¥
CLL\IL\‘\ l'f //Vfi A L l’“" L/'Csu. ')ll»"\,\_tp
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