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Rev. Dustin Daniels | River Bible Church
Matthew 15:1-9 | The Danger of Religious Traditions
Sunday August 4, 2024

WELCOME:
e Please turn your Bibles to Matthew 15.
e Bibles in the back—our gift to you.
e Sermon notes are in the foyer—take them home with you.

REVIEW:
Last Sunday, we watched how Jesus and the Twelve Disciples had a good day for

the Gospel.

We learned how Jesus miraculously healed everyone who came to Him.

st
Matthewmentions nwﬁjﬁms on the level of people’but He says this:
w touched Jesus' robe, they were healed.”

\ ol
It didn’t matter if they were Jews or Gentiles, young or old,\ good or bad, with faith

or without faith—Jesus heale .@
Jesus healed everyone osickness and disease.

It wasn’t like the fake faith healers today—where they heal headaches and back

pain.

With J esus,\people who were blind{can now see.
Those who were lame can now walk.

The deaf can hear.

Those with leprosy healed.
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Everyone saw the physical ailment healed—each one immediate and complete.

Havi _Wﬁxr“«’\? b hoalel 9o g (at Mot ivgeles

Questio were there no pre-conditions regarding faith? ML % .

LW KEYPOINT:
. Miracles point us to the Miracle Worker—The Lord Jesus Christ.

The miracles that Jesus performed ar@ that point to Him—which is something

greater than miracles. (S\\UQ' & TP(@ {"

Taking care of our physical needs is important—Dbut not as important as our
spiritual ones.

LW KEYPOINT:

Jesus offers healing of our@ickness and disease—sin.

For God to heal you of this disease, tyou don’t need a medical doctor;]you need a
Spiritual Savior. -
And that’s who Jesus is!

Jesus is the God/Man who came from Heaven|to offer Himself as the perfect
atoning sacrifice.

Jesus Christ is the Lord of lords, King of all kings, High Priest—Jesus Christ is
everything!

He is the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the end.

That’s all a reveiew from last week.
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INTRODUCTION:
Today, we have a theological boxing match between Jesus and the Pharisees.

Today’s lesson teaches how our well-intentioned religious traditions [can backfire

on us. —
Many times, our worshi@um into religious traditions.
OV AN

Mddzerr these religious traditions turn into legalism.
People who are legalistic put undue hardships on others.

Instead of being freed by the Gospel, they burden people with external man-made

rules that enslave them. % Ol+ipd é‘( we P@‘Ok /H,J/stl “(:}o}-—— F&)S
How does this apply to you? Let’s find out!
*Please stand for the reading and honoring of God's Word. *

SCRIPTURE:
Matthew 15:1—Then Jesus was approached by Pharisees and scribes from
Jerusalem, who asked,

Matthew 15:2— "Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders?
For they don't wash their hands when they eat.”,

Matthew 15:3—He answered them, “Why do you break God'’s
commandment because of your tradition?

Matthew 15:4— For God said: Honor your father and your mother;, and,
Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must be put to death.,

Matthew 15:5—But you say, ‘Whoever tells his father or mother, *“Whatever
benefit you might have received from me is a gift committed to the
temple,”
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Matthew 15:6—he does not have to honor his father.’ In this way, you
have nullified the word of God because of your tradition.

_Matthew 15:7— Hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied correctly about you when
he said:

.EiMaﬁhew 15:8—This people honors me with their lips,
but their heart is far from me.

Matthew 15:9—They worship me in vain,
teaching as doctrines human commands.”

These are the very words from the authoritative, inerrant, inspired, and infallible
Word of Almighty God.

_PRAY:
. The one who has clean hands and

who has not appealed to what is false,

and who has not sworn deceitfully.

He will receive blessinmrd,

and righteousness from the God of his salvation. (Psalm 24:4-5).

EXEGESIS:

Matthew 15:1—Then Jesus was approached by Pharisees and scribes from
Jerusalem,

The scribes and Pharisees are the religious leaders of Israel.

These men are s@posed to be the Shepherds of God’s chosen people—just as
pastors, ministers, , priests, and bishops are today.

Scripture repeatedly uses the imagery of Shepherds and sheep.
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Sheep are mentioned more than any other livestock in the Bible. Why?

Sheep are dumb! (And they stink.)

Sheep have no natural defense system to protect themselves.

ey Wit W S\ To Sovile -

Sheep were used as a source of food, wool, and hide.

With the primary responsibilities of leading and protecting their flock,<He éol d\o.SQ 'T\k,

occupation of a shepherd pautgdiyJdnt #4f1as a symbol for those in spiritual
leadership.

So, the Pharisees and scribes were technically shepherds of God’s people.

If anyone were to recognize Jesus as the Messiah/Savior of the world, it should be
these men, called shepherds.

But theyididn’g recognize Jesus.

They view Jesus not as a reckless rabbi—but rather as Satan himself!

5S>
Matthew 9:34—But the Pharisees said, * drives out demons by the ruler

of the demons.”

eSS
Matthew 12:24—When the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This]r;m drives

out demons only by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.”

These religious leaders, these so-called “shepherds,” couldn’t have been more

wrong. |, ?P,fh—(,g o Thac so-caled re\gioon erperts Lo feeoania

(50 s ‘(]1 O s\ ﬁ‘
The Lord speaks through the prophet Jeremiah about these men.

Jeremiah 23: Ii@o the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep
of my pasture!”Fhis’is the Lord’s declaration.



—
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= Jeremiah 23:2— “Therefore, this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says

about the shepherds who tend my people: You have scattered my rocki
banished fhemi and have not attended to them. | am about to attend t
you because of your evil acts"—this is the Lord's declaration.

« | Jeremiah 23:4—| will raise up shepherds over them who will tend them.

They will no longer be afraid or discouraged, nor will any be missing.” This
is the Lord's declaration.

The@ shepherds are the 12 Disciples, led by the same God who prophesied
those words in Jeremiah.

Matthew 15:1—Then Jesus was approached by Pharisees and scribes from
Jerusalem,

Matthew, our Gospel writer, points out that these scribes and Pharisees are not
local.

These men are the VIPs of Jerusalem.
Most likely, they are a part of the Sanhedrin— the highest of Jewish councils.
Think of them as part of what we call the Supreme Court.

These men are a part of an officigl delegation/sent to investigate Jesus.

We saw the same type of delegation st febth Ferusaedm to examine John the
Baptizer's ministry (John 1:19).

Jerusalem is important because it was the location of the Temple.
Jerusalem is also where all the Ivy League schools of Judaism reside.

So these men traveled for three days, walking 90 miles on foot over rugged terrain,
to have a conversation with Jesus.
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That’s like walking from here to north Phoenix—without I-17—going the back
way through Jerome, Prescott, and Yarnell.

Why would these men put themselves through all of that?
Because of the popularity of Jesus.
They can’t control Jesus.

They can’t control His teaching, preaching, or His miracles.

Obviously, they heard about the @I—J esus feeding 20,000+ people
from a boy’s sack lunch.

So, as religious leaders, it would probably be a good idea for someone to go to
Galilee and talk to Him.

They finally get to Jesus, and they ask this question...

Matthew 15:2— “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders?
For they don't wash their hands when they eat.”,

The delegation immediately ask @uesﬁon aimed at the Twelve.

/—q

Pause—Iet’s stop and think about this moment in time.

(AN
A delegation from the highest Jewish court in Jerusalem (their version of our
Supreme Court) asks why Jesus’ Disciples don’t wash their hands.

They spent three days walking from Jerusalem to Galilee to ask this question.

They didn’t ask Jesus how He fed thousands of people with five loaves and two
fish.
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They didn’t ask Jesus why people ar@aled when they touch the fringe
of His robe.

They didn’t ask Jesus how He was able t(@ give sight to the blind, jor
raise the dead!

They didn’t ask, “Who are you?”

Most impgqrtantly, they didn’t gk Jesus, “What must I do to be forgiven and
saved ¥ 4 /‘*“l Sias .

Instead, what do they ask?

' Matthew 15:2— “Why do your disciples break the fradition of the elders?

It’s been said that there are no dumb questions.

Wrong! This is a very dumb question—asked by some of the smartest men in
Israel.

. KEYPOINT 1:

Whenever you ask the wrong question, you'll get the wrong answer.

They ask nothing about Jesus.

Instead, they ask,

' Matthew 15:2— “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders?

Now, we know that this a dumb question—

Today, it’s like a reporter asking a firefighter— just after he has rescued a baby
from a burning building—



Matthew [5:1-9 | The Danger of Religious Traditions Page 9 ol 25
“Now, sir, I've heard your brother eats meat on Fridays during Lent. Is that true? ”
What? Meat? Lent? My brother? What kind of a question is that?

We still have the same thing happen t@oday.

You’re sharing Jesus day-by-day, thinking that the person you’re talking with is
listening closely.

But instead of asking about the death and resurrection of Christ, sin and
forgiveness, Heaven and Hell.

{ Instead, )they want to know why dinosaurs are not mentioned in the Bible.

Or if Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene.

Matthew 15:2— “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders?

Obviously, the Pharisees’ @ are important to them.

Where does this importance come from‘?—T{/\l bﬁfﬁ‘l’m&l Cd\tﬁ“t/ GF T‘N i
QL):ST[P&- I~ &f (,‘\ﬂ (A& :

It comes from what the Jews call the “oral/spoken law.”

First-century Jews believed in the divine inspiration of the Hebrew Scripture§|
the “Oral Torah.”

Torah is a Hebrew word meaning “to instruct.”

Wt he—

The Torah refers to the five books of Moses in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament
(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).

The Oral Torah (spoken material passed on from generation to generation).
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NN Vs N
The scribes and Pharisees taught that God gave the Oral Torah to Mosegalongside

the written Torah.

t that the prophets handed down this Oral Torah until it reached the

The rabbis then wrote it down, and it is now called the Mishnah, which means
“repetition.”

These oral traditions that were written down became ¢ foundational document for .
Judaism.

So it’s this external, extra-Biblical piece of literature that the scribes and Pharisees
refer to with their traditions.

And one of their traditions deals with hand washing...

f

i
_~Matthew 15:2—"“Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders?
For they don't wash their hands when they eat.”,

e

The Mishnah has a whole section, nearly four thousand words, on how to wash
your hands correctly.

e  Does the washing of hands extend to the wrist?

e«  How much water must be used?

e  How pure must the water be?

. What kinds of containers must be used to wash our hands in?

Good first-century Jews were expected to perform this hand-washing ritual before
during, land after each meal.

This is a lot of work.
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Since this delegation asks this uestion,klease note that they seejthe breaking of
this hand-washing traditt ame from Mount Sinaikto MosesTo them.

In their view, this is not a minor incident.

———

They believe, with all their heart, that the Twelve Disciples are blatantly violating
God’s law.

Which brings up a good question.

§cr,muft— ,
What does Gad’s-kaw-actually say about hand washing?

Exodus 30:17—The Lord spoke to Moses:

“Exodus 30:18— "Make a bronze basin for washing and a bronze stand for
it. Set it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it.

Exodus 30:19— Aaron and his sons must wash their hands and feet from
the basin.

Exodus 30:20— Whenever they enter the tent of meeting or approach the
altar to minister by burning a food offering to the Lord, they must wash
with water so that they will not die.

Exodus 30:21—They must wash their hands and feet so that they will not
die; this is to be a permanent statute for them, for Aaron and his
descendants throughout their generations.”

In other words, Aaron and his sons represented the priesthood of Israel.

JIT > AT A banket Cormpc) et en
The rabbis added this tradition and taught it as God’s Law—putting undue rules,
regulations, and angst on God’s people.

» this command was only for the priests ministering in the Tabernacle. 1
J- :gf

.
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But still, how did the hand washing thing become so important?

This so-called violation of the law had nothing to do with cleanliness or hygiene.

It had everything to do w eremonial purification.

It was all about pomp and circumstance—a pious religious show designed to exalt
sinful menfand elevate them to higher positions within Pharisaic Judaism.

Jesus knows that—and nowhere in Scripture gives any credibility to this so-called
Oral law.

“Matthew 15:3— (Jesus) answered them, “Why do you break God's

commandment because of your tradition?@
it L1

This is such an important question from The Word Himself.

Notice the clarity and forcefulness in which Jesus speaks.

spoke of breaking “the tradition of the elders.”

Jesus speaks of breaking [‘God’s ,commandment.”

We don’t know the tone in which either question was asked.

It is implied, however, that the scribes and Pharisees have not changed their
attitude towards Jesus.

Therefore, it’s a safe bet that they came with the specific purpose of proving Jesus
wrong in front of the crowds.

Because Jesus knows this, He asks His question with greater severity.

Jesus gets to the heart of the matter because it’s our hearts that matter.
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Jesus teaches us a fundamental lesson.

KEYPOINT 2: _ . | N ) <II4‘/TrIYVQ
Jesus shifts the-sec&dapy&matter of religious tradition|to theprirery matter of a

relationship with God.

It’s about keeping the first thing first.

them with breaking

The Pharisees accuiid Jesus of breaking-the elders' traditiov{, but Jesus charged

m. commanc of their traditions.
-——"“’-—
—

KEYPOINT 3:

Its easy to keep traditions and 0 keep God's commands.

That’s the whole point of God’s law—showing us that we can’t keep it.

Romans 3:20ne will be justified in his sight by the works of the

law, because the knowledge of sin comes through the law. / - l(m
AT O3 ot 7~ T Ot — Ref Ao/ o> A Tep /0.

Notice what Jesus did not say—and often, this is how we, as Disciples of Jesus

today, handle questions like this.

' Matthew 15:3— (Jesus) answered them, "Why do you break God's
commandment because of your tradition?@

Notice that Jesus did not make excuses for his disciples.

They didn t have a chance to wash, and we 've been out hiking and touching lepers.

3

I’'m sure they’ll do better next time.’
Jesus also didn’t say...

Let s talk about it. Let'’s schedule a lunch.
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iol instead, Jesus gave these men the Supernatural truth that can only come from

Note to self—it’s never a good idea to comeét&esus—and it’s really not a good
idea to pick a theological fight with Jesus either!

But that’s what legalists do—they lower the authority of God’s Word and exalt
their man-made traditions.

Today, it’s hard for us to understand twhich this tradition of

ceremonial hand washing was to the scribesand Pharisees.

Because we think this whole conversation is dumb—and it is. 'T(« ' \\( {
Nl Wishg et e At T

Let me bridge the gap...

It might be similiar to the passion that charismatic churches have when it comes to
speaking in tongues.

Some churches teach that unless you speak in tongues,\you’re not saved.
And that is pot what Scripture says at all. (1 Cor. 12:30, 14:4, 14:22).

So, Jesus, at this moment, is turning the Pharisee’s and scribes' world upside down.

Similiar to showing a charismatic friend what Scripture actually says about
tongues. Why?

Because, in both examples, their understanding of God Himself is wrong.
In fact, the scribe’s and Pharisees' entire religiougfoundation is wiong!

They have built their house on sand. (Matt 7: 26)

ral
[;] = Ly y\&\’&‘(brv(';é
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KEYPOINT 4: S PRI
Tradition deals with ritual, while God's Law deals with reality.

Tradition is external, while God’s Law is internal— in the heart.
Tradition robs a person of the grace and truth of God.

People obey tradition to please men and gain status within the church.

The apostle Paul confesses to doing this. D
 e\gion f{w?\fmi QC 60

Galatians 1:14—I advanced in J udo:sm beyond many contemporaries
among my people, because | was extremely zealous for the traditions of
my ancestors (men).

Before Paul was converted, he was building his spiritual resume.

Matthew 15:3— (Jesus) answered them, "Why do you break God's
commandment because of your fradition?

Notice that Jesus says— ‘your’ tradition?
He calls it ‘your tradition’ to emphasize that they had embraced this false teaching.
It’s their fault for elevating this teaching and replacing it with God’s law.

KEYPOINT 5:
Wrong doctrine has wicked consequences.

Instead of leading people to worship and serve God through the purity of God’s
law, they taught people how to pérform\ for God.

ZﬁSupTUIL
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Jesus, now provides a an example from Scripture.

|
== Matthew 15:4— For God said: Honor your father and your mother;, and,
Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must be put to death., (Ex. 21:17).

<« Malthew 15:5—But you say, ‘Whoever tells his father or mother, “Whatever
benefit you might have received from me js a gift committed to the
femple,”

\ YouUSH. ..
Matthew 15:6—he does not have to honor his father.’ In this way, you

have nullified the word of God because offyour tradition.

This gift in verse five reflects a technical term for a formal religious vow.

The vow is called “Corban” (Mark 7:11).

Corban is a technical term for @ found in Ezek. 20:28.

Corban was pledging money to the temple to be paid upon one’s death.

It’s like putting a church or a charity in your last will and testament today.

And we think, what’s the big deal about that?—Sounds like a good thing to do.

And what does the fifth commandment (honoring parents) have to do with any of
this?

Why would Jesus bring that up?
Most people are familiar with “Honor your father and your mother” (Ex. 20:12a),

In other words, we are to respect and care for our parents.
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VThis command is also found in the NT.

" Ephesians 6:2—Honor your father and mother, which is the first
commandment with a promise,

Ephesians é:3—so that it may go well with you and that you may have a
long life in the land.

Jesus makes it clear in our passage toda}ﬁthat honoring our parents doesn’t only

apply when we are children—but when we are adults and our parents are elderly.

This was especially true in Jesus’ day.

Most people were poor in first-century Israel —living day by day.

There is no retirement plan—there is no 401K.

Older adults expected theirhildren to care for them and provide.
E\i‘;wha’c these religious leaders were doing is this—

They would give everything they had to the temple.

This meant that while they were alive, they could not spend any money to take care

of their parents—because the money was pledged to go to the temple when they

died.

These funds were set aside for “religious” purposes.

But it’s all smoke and mirrors.

Vo —
It looked good that they were giving everything to the Temple.



|
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However, what was really happening was that they were keeping their money for
themselves.

It was a form of sanctified selfishness.
“Sorry, Mom and Dad, I'd love to help you out. But, you know, all this money I
have is ‘Corban.’I can use it for myself, but whatever is left is going to God. You

understand.”

Oh, Jesus understood perfectly.

“KEYPOINT 6:

Religious traditions invalidate and reject God s Word.

The issue Jesus raised was @actice of that time.
To Jesus, this idea of corban broke the very law of love.

To Jesus, corban killed compassion and offered no mercy.

It broke not only the fifth commandment—it broke the love of God/and the love of
neighbor.

Only someone spiritually blind wouldn’t see this.

So here’s the deal—the scribes and Pharisee what they were doing to their
parents—but they did it anyway.

There is no way they failed to see that.

However, it’s easy to break God’s law and ignore your family when you spend all
your time hanging around the wrong people.

And what’s Jesus say about the wrong people?
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Matthew 15:7— Hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied correctly abohen

he said:
Jesus always called a spade a spade.

The English term hypocrite comes from the Greek Aypokrites—a play-actor or
pretender.

Why are these men hypocrites?

| Matthew 15:8— This people honors me with their lips,
but the far from me.

| —(I( o (QSJH‘S‘L
“Matthew 15:9— They worship me ir| vain )’—TO {\DAVP“\ — (73 Jlo e

teaching as doctrines human commands.”,

What Isaiah said of the people of his own day also applied to the hypocrites of

s U Sos quins T ST

An ancient rabbi once said, “There are ten parts of hypocrisy in the world, nine at
Jerusalem and one everywhere else.”

The same is true of today’s church.

Satan has no greater ally tha@ who call themselves
And hypocrites have no greater ally thanm

Tradition is easy.

Tradition is done mechanically and thoughtlessly.
R W
Religious traditions are completed repentance and faith.
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There are no relationships in traditions—only tasks.

| KEYPOINT 7:

#"| Because traditions are made by men, they can be accomplished by men.

Traditions require no faith, no trust, no dependence on God.

Not only that, but traditions are dangerous—they feed our pride and our self-
righteousness.

Traditions also serve our self-interests [/ [ (N 41& d\ufb('\ Bl

& s A ol [ae.

Traditions also lead to false salvation.

Traditions are simply a@ased religion.

a \ ﬁ
~KEYPOINT 8:
People are willing to die for their traditions.

The Pharisees are case in point—where is Pharsiac Judisam today?

Where is the physical Temple today?
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PREACH:
How does the danger of religious traditions impact you today?

Maybe you’re holding on to a deeply held religious tradition and don’t even know
it. (Blindspot).

It’s not going to be the ceremonial washing of your hands.

But, we all have preferences of worship—and if we’re not careful, if we’re isolated
and alone without a Biblical church to check us—we can become legalistic.

I pray that the Lord will reveal our traditions this morning—so that we can repent
of them.

Remember, our traditions don’t bring us closer to God, they draw us further away
from Him.

Modern-day evangelical traditions:

The sinner’s prayer.

King James only Bible.

The apostolic gifts (tongues and miracles on demand).

Music style—hymns only. (Personal worship/Corporate Worship).
Commitment to denominations.

Certain ministries. (Men’s, Women’s, Children’s/ Deut 31:12-13)

Missions.

Social Gospel (Feeding the homeless, embracing sexual sin, taking political

© NV AW

stands)
9. Prosperity Gospel
10. “Church-shopping” (Combination of all our traditions).
e Do you worship God the way the way I worship God?
e No. We worship God, God’s way, not your way.

PRAYER
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BENEDICTION

May the Lord bless you and protect you; may the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you; may the Lord look with favor on you
and give you peace.” ’ (Num. 6:25)
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