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THE BREATH OF GOD 

Acts 17:16–29 (NLT) 

16 While Paul was wai9ng for them in Athens, he was deeply troubled by all the idols he saw 
everywhere in the city.  

17 He went to the synagogue to reason with the Jews and the God-fearing Gen9les, and he 
spoke daily in the public square to all who happened to be there.  

18 He also had a debate with some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers. When he told them 
about Jesus and his resurrec9on, they said, “What’s this babbler trying to say with these strange 
ideas he’s picked up?” Others said, “He seems to be preaching about some foreign gods.”  

19 Then they took him to the high council of the city. “Come and tell us about this new 
teaching,” they said.  

20 “You are saying some rather strange things, and we want to know what it’s all about.”  

21 (It should be explained that all the Athenians as well as the foreigners in Athens seemed to 
spend all their 9me discussing the latest ideas.)  

22 So Paul, standing before the council, addressed them as follows: “Men of Athens, I no9ce that 
you are very religious in every way, 23 for as I was walking along I saw your many shrines. And 
one of your altars had this inscrip9on on it: ‘To an Unknown God.’ This God, whom you worship 
without knowing, is the one I’m telling you about.  

24 “He is the God who made the world and everything in it. Since he is Lord of heaven and earth, 
he doesn’t live in man-made temples,  

25 and human hands can’t serve his needs—for he has no needs. He himself gives life and breath 
to everything, and he sa9sfies every need.  

26 From one man he created all the na9ons throughout the whole earth. He decided beforehand 
when they should rise and fall, and he determined their boundaries.  

27 “His purpose was for the na9ons to seek a]er God and perhaps feel their way toward him and 
find him—though he is not far from any one of us.  

28 For in him we live and move and exist. As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his 
offspring.’  
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29 And since this is true, we shouldn’t think of God as an idol designed by cra]smen from gold 
or silver or stone. 

Genesis 1:1 (NLT) “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

GOD = HEBREW = ELOHIM 

Exodus 3:13 (NLT) 

13 But Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors 
has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should I tell them?” 

Exodus 3:14–15 (NLT) 

14 God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to 
you.” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God of your 
ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. 
This is my eternal name, my name to remember for all genera9ons. 

YAHWEH = YHWH 

YHWH = Tetragrammaton = Four Leeers = Hebrew name for God 

THEONYM = The proper name of a deity 

Genesis 2:7 (NLT) Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed 
the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person. 

Psalm 150:6 (NKJV) “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!” 

Psalm 46:10 “Be sZll, and know that I am God” 
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Exodus 33:12–23 (NLT) 

12 One day Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Take these people up to the 
Promised Land.’ But you haven’t told me whom you will send with me. You have told me, ‘I 
know you by name, and I look favorably on you.’  

13 If it is true that you look favorably on me, let me know your ways so I may understand you 
more fully and con9nue to enjoy your favor. And remember that this na9on is your very own 
people.”  

14 The LORD replied, “I will personally go with you, Moses, and I will give you rest—everything 
will be fine for you.”  

15 Then Moses said, “If you don’t personally go with us, don’t make us leave this place.  

16 How will anyone know that you look favorably on me—on me and on your people—if you 
don’t go with us? For your presence among us sets your people and me apart from all other 
people on the earth.”  

17 The LORD replied to Moses, “I will indeed do what you have asked, for I look favorably on 
you, and I know you by name.”  

18 Moses responded, “Then show me your glorious presence.”  

19 The LORD replied, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and I will call out my name, 
Yahweh, before you. For I will show mercy to anyone I choose, and I will show compassion to 
anyone I choose.  

20 But you may not look directly at my face, for no one may see me and live.”  

21 The LORD con9nued, “Look, stand near me on this rock.  

22 As my glorious presence passes by, I will hide you in the crevice of the rock and cover you 
with my hand un9l I have passed by.  

23 Then I will remove my hand and let you see me from behind. But my face will not be seen.” 

Exodus 34:5–7 (NLT) 

5 Then the Lord came down in a cloud and stood there with him; and he called out his own 
name, Yahweh. 6 The Lord passed in front of Moses, calling out,“Yahweh! The Lord! The God of 
compassion and mercy! I am slow to anger and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness. 

7 I lavish unfailing love to a thousand genera9ons. I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin. 
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But I do not excuse the guilty. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children and grandchildren; 
the en9re family is affected— even children in the third and fourth genera9ons.” 
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