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STAYING CALM UNDER FIRE

Matthew 26:47—68 (NLT)

47 And even as Jesus said this, Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a crowd of men
armed with swords and clubs. They had been sent by the leading priests and elders of the
people.

8 The traitor, Judas, had given them a prearranged signal: “You will know which one to arrest
when | greet him with a kiss.”

49 So Judas came straight to Jesus. “Greetings, Rabbi!” he exclaimed and gave him the kiss.

% Jesus said, “My friend, go ahead and do what you have come for.” Then the others grabbed
Jesus and arrested him.

*" But one of the men with Jesus pulled out his sword and struck the high priest’s slave,
slashing off his ear.

%2 “Put away your sword,” Jesus told him. “Those who use the sword will die by the sword.

%3 Don’t you realize that | could ask my Father for thousands of angels to protect us, and he
would send them instantly?

% But if | did, how would the Scriptures be fulfilled that describe what must happen now?”

% Then Jesus said to the crowd, “Am | some dangerous revolutionary, that you come with
swords and clubs to arrest me? Why didn’t you arrest me in the Temple? | was there teaching
every day.

% But this is all happening to fulfill the words of the prophets as recorded in the Scriptures.” At
that point, all the disciples deserted him and fled.

°" Then the people who had arrested Jesus led him to the home of Caiaphas, the high priest,
where the teachers of religious law and the elders had gathered.

8 Meanwhile, Peter followed him at a distance and came to the high priest’s courtyard. He
went in and sat with the guards and waited to see how it would all end.

% Inside, the leading priests and the entire high council were trying to find witnesses who
would lie about Jesus, so they could put him to death.
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% But even though they found many who agreed to give false witness, they could not use
anyone’s testimony. Finally, two men came forward

¢ who declared, “This man said, ‘| am able to destroy the Temple of God and rebuild it in three
days.’””

%2 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Well, aren’t you going to answer these
charges? What do you have to say for yourself?”

63 But Jesus remained silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I demand in the name of the
living God—tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”

64 Jesus replied, “You have said it. And in the future you will see the Son of Man seated in the
place of power at God'’s right hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

% Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, “Blasphemy! Why do we
need other witnesses? You have all heard his blasphemy.

% What is your verdict?” “Guilty!” they shouted. “He deserves to die!”
7 Then they began to spit in Jesus’ face and beat him with their fists. And some slapped him,

% jeering, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who hit you that time?”

HOW JESUS STAYED CALM UNDER FIRE:

FIRST: HE KNEW HIS FATHERS WILL

Matthew 26:52—-54 (NLT)
%2 “Put away your sword,” Jesus told him. “Those who use the sword will die by the sword.

%3 Don’t you realize that | could ask my Father for thousands of angels to protect us, and he
would send them instantly?

% But if | did, how would the Scriptures be fulfilled that describe what must happen now?”

Psalm 22:7-8 (NLT) 7 Everyone who sees me mocks me. They sneer and shake their heads,
saying, 8 “Is this the one who relies on the Lord? Then let the Lord save him! If the Lord loves
him so much, let the Lord rescue him!”

Verses 16-17... 16 My enemies surround me like a pack of dogs; an evil gang closes in on me.
They have pierced my hands and feet. 17 | can count all my bones. My enemies stare at me
and gloat. 18 They divide my garments among themselves and throw dice for my clothing.
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Matthew 26:56 (NLT) But this is all happening to fulfill the words of the prophets as recorded in
the Scriptures.” At that point, all the disciples deserted him and fled.

Isaiah 53:7 (NLT) He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led
like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his
mouth.

SECOND: JESUS HAD BEEN PREPARING FOR THIS MOMENT!

Matthew 26:36—-39 (NLT) * Then Jesus went with them to the olive grove called Gethsemane,
and he said, “Sit here while | go over there to pray.” 3 He took Peter and Zebedee’s two sons,
James and John, and he became anguished and distressed. * He told them, “My soul is
crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 3°* He went on a
little farther and bowed with his face to the ground, praying, “My Father! If it is possible, let this
cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet | want your will to be done, not mine.”

THIRD: HE LET GOD FIGHT HIS BATTLES!

Deuteronomy 20:1—4 (NLT)

' “When you go out to fight your enemies and you face horses and chariots and an army
greater than your own, do not be afraid. The Lorp your God, who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, is with you!

2 When you prepare for battle, the priest must come forward to speak to the troops.

% He will say to them, ‘Listen to me, all you men of Israel! Do not be afraid as you go out to
fight your enemies today! Do not lose heart or panic or tremble before them.

* For the Lorp your God is going with you! He will fight for you against your enemies, and he
will give you victory?’

Exodus 14:13-14 (NLT)

'3 But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and watch the Lorbp rescue you
today. The Egyptians you see today will never be seen again.
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* The Lorp himself will fight for you. Just stay calm.”

2 Chronicles 20:13—-17 (NLT)

3 As all the men of Judah stood before the Lorp with their little ones, wives, and children, '
the Spirit of the Lorp came upon one of the men standing there. His name was Jahaziel son of
Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite who was a descendant of
Asaph.

'® He said, “Listen, all you people of Judah and Jerusalem! Listen, King Jehoshaphat! This is
what the Lorp says: Do not be afraid! Don’t be discouraged by this mighty army, for the battle
is not yours, but God’s.

6 Tomorrow, march out against them. You will find them coming up through the ascent of Ziz
at the end of the valley that opens into the wilderness of Jeruel.

7 But you will not even need to fight. Take your positions; then stand still and watch the Lorp’s
victory. He is with you, O people of Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid or discouraged. Go
out against them tomorrow, for the Lorp is with you!”

2 Chronicles 20:18-24 (NLT)

'8 Then King Jehoshaphat bowed low with his face to the ground. And all the people of Judah
and Jerusalem did the same, worshiping the Lorb.

' Then the Levites from the clans of Kohath and Korah stood to praise the Lorp, the God of
Israel, with a very loud shout.

2 Early the next morning the army of Judah went out into the wilderness of Tekoa. On the way
Jehoshaphat stopped and said, “Listen to me, all you people of Judah and Jerusalem! Believe
in the Lorb your God, and you will be able to stand firm. Believe in his prophets, and you will
succeed.”

21 After consulting the people, the king appointed singers to walk ahead of the army, singing to
the Lorp and praising him for his holy splendor. This is what they sang: “Give thanks to the
Lorp; his faithful love endures forever!”

2 At the very moment they began to sing and give praise, the Lorp caused the armies of
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir to start fighting among themselves.

2 The armies of Moab and Ammon turned against their allies from Mount Seir and killed every
one of them. After they had destroyed the army of Seir, they began attacking each other.

24 So when the army of Judah arrived at the lookout point in the wilderness, all they saw were
dead bodies lying on the ground as far as they could see. Not a single one of the enemy had
escaped.
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