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Ecclesiastes: Finding Purpose (3)

FINDING FULFILLMENT IN LIFE

Ecclesiastes 2:1–11 (NLT)

1 I said to myself, “Come on, let’s try pleasure. Let’s look for the ‘good things’ in life.” But I
found that this, too, was meaningless. 2 So I said, “Laughter is silly. What good does it do to
seek pleasure?” 3 After much thought, I decided to cheer myself with wine. And while still
seeking wisdom, I clutched at foolishness. In this way, I tried to experience the only happiness
most people find during their brief life in this world.

4 I also tried to find meaning by building huge homes for myself and by planting beautiful
vineyards. 5 I made gardens and parks, filling them with all kinds of fruit trees. 6 I built
reservoirs to collect the water to irrigate my many flourishing groves. 7 I bought slaves, both
men and women, and others were born into my household. I also owned large herds and
flocks, more than any of the kings who had lived in Jerusalem before me. 8 I collected great
sums of silver and gold, the treasure of many kings and provinces. I hired wonderful singers,
both men and women, and had many beautiful concubines. I had everything a man could
desire!

9 So I became greater than all who had lived in Jerusalem before me, and my wisdom never
failed me. 10 Anything I wanted, I would take. I denied myself no pleasure. I even found great
pleasure in hard work, a reward for all my labors. 11 But as I looked at everything I had worked
so hard to accomplish, it was all so meaningless—like chasing the wind. There was nothing
really worthwhile anywhere.

Verses 1-2 = I said to myself, “Come on, let’s try pleasure. Let’s look for the ‘good things’ in life.”
But I found that this, too, was meaningless. 2 So I said, “Laughter is silly. What good does it do
to seek pleasure?”

Verse 3 = After much thought, I decided to cheer myself with wine. And while still seeking
wisdom, I clutched at foolishness. In this way, I tried to experience the only happiness most
people find during their brief life in this world.

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleNLT.Ec2.1-11


Proverbs 17:22 (NLT) A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a broken spirit saps a person’s
strength.

Proverbs 17:22 (TPT) A joyful, cheerful heart brings healing to both body and soul. But the one
whose heart is crushed struggles with sickness and depression.

Verses 4-6 = I also tried to find meaning by building huge homes for myself and by planting
beautiful vineyards. 5 I made gardens and parks, filling them with all kinds of fruit trees. 6 I built
reservoirs to collect the water to irrigate my many flourishing groves.

Verses 7-8 = I bought slaves, both men and women, and others were born into my household. I
also owned large herds and flocks, more than any of the kings who had lived in Jerusalem
before me. 8 I collected great sums of silver and gold, the treasure of many kings and provinces.
I hired wonderful singers, both men and women, and had many beautiful concubines. I had
everything a man could desire!

1 Kings 4:22–23 (NLT) The daily food requirements for Solomon’s palace were 150 bushels of
choice flour and 300 bushels of meal; 23 also 10 oxen from the fattening pens, 20 pasture-fed
cattle, 100 sheep or goats, as well as deer, gazelles, roe deer, and choice poultry.

Verse 8 says… I collected great sums of silver and gold, the treasure of many kings and
provinces.

Verses 9-10 = So I became greater than all who had lived in Jerusalem before me, and my
wisdom never failed me. 10 Anything I wanted, I would take. I denied myself no pleasure. I even
found great pleasure in hard work, a reward for all my labors.

Verse 11 = But as I looked at everything I had worked so hard to accomplish, it was all so
meaningless—like chasing the wind. There was nothing really worthwhile anywhere.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (NLT) You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich.

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleNLT.Pr17.22
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleNLT.Pr17.22
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleNLT.1Ki4.22-23
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Philippians 2:3–8 (NLT) 3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of
others as better than yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest
in others, too. 5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though he was God,
he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine
privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he
appeared in human form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death
on a cross.

John 1:6–13 (NLT) God sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so that everyone
might believe because of his testimony. 8 John himself was not the light; he was simply a
witness to tell about the light. 9 The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was
coming into the world. 10 He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize
him. 11 He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him
and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 13 They are reborn—not with a
physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.
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