DAY 19 — Samuel: Courage to Listen and Speak in a Confused
Culture

Aim of Today’s Study

To learn from Samuel—and from his mother Hannah—that courageous faith often begins in
quiet faithfulness, prayer, and attentiveness to God, and grows into obedient leadership when
God’s voice runs against the grain of culture.

Anchor Passage

Hebrews 11:32

Samuel is remembered among the faithful not because he was the loudest voice in Israel, but
because he listened to God, spoke truth with courage, and remained faithful when the culture
drifted.

Study Passages
e 1 Samuel 1-2 — Hannah'’s prayer, surrender, and worship
e 1 Samuel 3 — Samuel hears God’s voice
e 1 Samuel 7-8 — Samuel leads, Israel demands a king
e 1 Samuel 12 — Samuel’s farewell: truth + integrity + courage

e (Optional) John 10:27 — “My sheep hear my voice...”

Summary for the Day

Samuel’s story is one of courageous faith—but it begins before Samuel ever speaks. It begins
with Hannah, a woman carrying deep pain and public shame. In a culture that measured worth
by motherhood, Hannah lived with disappointment and misunderstanding. Yet instead of turning
bitter, she brought her grief honestly to God.

In 1 Samuel 1, Hannah prays so intensely that Eli the priest mistakes her for being drunk. But
Hannah refuses despair. She pours out her heart and makes a courageous vow: if God gives
her a son, she will give him back. That is courage over clarity—trusting God without knowing

how the story will unfold, and surrendering what you want most into God’s hands.



Samuel grows up in a spiritually confused time. Scripture says, “In those days the word of the
Lord was rare.” (1 Samuel 3:1) Leadership was compromised. Moral clarity was fading. God’s
voice felt distant. Yet God called Samuel by name.

Samuel shows courage in three steady ways:
1. He learned to listen for God’s voice when few others did.

2. He spoke God’s truth even when it was uncomfortable and costly.

3. He stayed faithful when the culture demanded a different path.

Samuel didn’t lead with hype—he led with obedience. His courage wasn'’t flashy—it was
consistent. And Hebrews 11 honors that kind of faith: the faith that listens, speaks, and endures
when clarity is scarce.

Life Application: Listening Before Leading

In a world full of noise, opinions, outrage, and constant distraction, Samuel invites us to slow
down and become people who are spiritually attentive. Courage today might not look like
shouting louder—it might look like listening longer. Courage isn’t just hearing God’s voice—it's
obeying it, even when it costs comfort, approval, or control.

Reflection Questions

1. Where do you most relate to Hannah right now—uwaiting, grieving, surrendering, or
trusting?

2. What voices (culture, fear, people, pressure) are competing for your attention right now?
3. When was the last time you honestly prayed, “Speak, Lord... your servant is listening”?
4. Is there a truth God is calling you to speak—or an obedience step you’ve been avoiding?

5. Where is God asking you to stay faithful even when others are chasing a different path?

Closing Prayer

Lord, teach me to listen for Your voice in a distracted world. Give me courage to obey You even
when it's uncomfortable or unpopular. Like Hannah, help me trust You with what | want most.
Like Samuel, help me stay faithful in a confused culture. Speak, Lord—Your servant is listening.
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