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You can read about Stephen and his
courageous faith in Acts, chapters six and
seven.

Read through the message notes and then
consider the following:

How does knowing that God will wrap up
history and bring real justice to the world
impact you?

With His promise in mind, read the following
passages. Below each one, write out some
ways you can apply them:

6 That is why we never give up. Though our
bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed
every day. 7 For our present troubles are small
and won't last very long. Yet they produce for us
a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last
forever! '8 So we don't look at the troubles we
can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things
that cannot be seen. For the things we see now
will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see
will last forever.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT)

" Such things were written in the Scriptures long
ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope
and encouragement as we wait patiently for
God’s promises to be fulfilled. ®* May God, who
gives this patience and encouragement, help
you live in complete harmony with each other,
as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. ¢ Then
all of you can join together with one voice, giving
praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Romans 15:1-6 (NLT)

Knowing God is being patient with injustice
in the world in order for more people to
repent, what does that say to you about your
attitude and actions toward those who are in
the wrong?

“ You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your
neighbor’ and hate your enemy. #* But | say, love
your enemies! Pray for those who persecute
you! % In that way, you will be acting as true
children of your Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:43-45 (NLT)

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS:
NIV — New International Version
NLT — New Living Translation
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He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There
will be no more death or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed
away.

Revelation 21:4 (NIV)

Then | saw heaven opened, and a white horse
was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful
and True, for he judges fairly and wages a
righteous war.

Revelation 19:11 (NLT)

30 God overlooked people’s ignorance about
these things in earlier times, but now he
commands everyone everywhere to repent of
their sins and turn to him. 3" For he has set a day
for judging the world with justice by the man he
has appointed, and he proved to everyone who
this is by raising him from the dead.

Acts 17:30-31 (NLT)

We need to remember that God’s love is
making Him patient.

The Lord isn’t really being slow about his
promise, as some people think. No, he is being
patient for your sake. He does not want anyone
to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.

2 Peter 3:9 (NLT)

Our love for Him should lead us to patiently
love others, too.

4 And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for
these things to happen, make every effort to be
found living peaceful lives that are pure and
blameless in his sight. '° And remember, the
Lord’s patience gives people time to be saved.

2 Peter 3:14-15 (NLT)

We prove ourselves by our purity, our

understanding, our patience, our kindness, by

the Holy Spirit within us, and by our sincere love.
2 Corinthians 6:6 (NLT)

43 You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your
neighbor’ and hate your enemy. #* But | say, love
your enemies! Pray for those who persecute
you! % In that way, you will be acting as true
children of your Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:43-45 (NLT)

As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.” ¢ He fell to his knees,
shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!”
And with that, he died.

Acts 7:59-60 (NLT)
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