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2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of 
any kind come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that 
when your faith is tested, your endurance has a 
chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your 
endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect 
and complete, needing nothing. 

James 1:2–4 (NLT) 
 
 
What are some of the harder challenges you 
faced over the past two years? Be as specific 
as you can. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you think about these challenges, what 
have you seen in your responses that: 
 

- Encourages you about your 
relationship with God? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Reveals where you need to further 
develop your faith and trust in Him? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Final question: Will you commit to joining in 
this series and deliberately work on your 
relationship with Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12 Work hard to show the results of your 
salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and 
fear. 13 For God is working in you, giving you the 
desire and the power to do what pleases him. 

Philippians 2:12-13 (NLT) 
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For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the 
Lord and to practice it, and to teach His statutes 
and ordinances in Israel. 

Ezra 7:10 (NASB) 
 
 
 
 
 
1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with 
you to give your bodies to God because of all he 
has done for you. Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This 
is truly the way to worship him. 2 Don’t copy the 
behavior and customs of this world, but let God 
transform you into a new person by changing 
the way you think. Then you will learn to know 
God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing 
and perfect. 

Romans 12:1–2 (NLT) 
 
 

1. “Don’t confuse movement with progress.” 
Denzel Washington 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Get healthy. 
 
 
 
 
 
3. God is more interested in my development 
than my comfort. 
 
 
 
 
 
12 Work hard to show the results of your 
salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and 
fear. 13 For God is working in you, giving you the 
desire and the power to do what pleases him. 
14 Do everything without complaining and 
arguing, 15 so that no one can criticize you. Live 
clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining 
like bright lights in a world full of crooked and 
perverse people. 

Philippians 2:12–15 (NLT) 
 
 
 
 
 
4. There are no shortcuts to gaining spiritual 
maturity. 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of 
any kind come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that 
when your faith is tested, your endurance has a 
chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your 
endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect 
and complete, needing nothing. 

James 1:2–4 (NLT) 
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