
790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear 

Now to His temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 

 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 

And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen 

All that is needful has been 

Sent by His gracious ordaining? 

 

3 Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 

Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 

What need or grief 

Ever has failed of relief? 

Wings of His mercy did shade you. 

 

4 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew 

What the Almighty can do 

As with His love He befriends you. 

 

5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

Let the Amen 

Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Versicles LSB 285 
L The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

C To Him belongs eternal praise. 

L Those who practice the fear of the Lord have good understanding. 

C To Him belongs eternal praise. 

L So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

C To Him belongs eternal praise. 

L For in Christ are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

C To Him belongs eternal praise. 

L Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature 

in Christ. 

C To Him belongs eternal praise. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Psalm Psalm 145:1–13 

1I will extol You, my God and King, 

 and bless Your name forever and ever. 
2Every day I will bless You 

 and praise Your name forever and ever. 
3Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

 and His greatness is unsearchable. 



4One generation shall commend Your works to another, 

 and shall declare Your mighty acts. 
5On the glorious splendor of Your majesty, 

 and on Your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
6They shall speak of the might of Your awesome deeds, 

 and I will declare Your greatness. 
7They shall pour forth the fame of Your abundant goodness 

 and shall sing aloud of Your righteousness. 
8The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9The LORD is good to all, 

 and His mercy is over all that He has made. 
10All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD, 

 and all Your saints shall bless You! 
11They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom 

 and tell of Your power, 
12to make known to the children of man Your mighty deeds, 

 and the glorious splendor of Your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

 and Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The LORD is faithful in all His words 

 and kind in all His works. 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 17:5–8 

5Thus says the LORD: 

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man 

 and makes flesh his strength, 

 whose heart turns away from the LORD. 
6He is like a shrub in the desert, 

 and shall not see any good come. 

He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, 

 in an uninhabited salt land. 
7“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, 

 whose trust is the LORD. 
8He is like a tree planted by water, 

 that sends out its roots by the stream, 

and does not fear when heat comes, 

 for its leaves remain green, 

and is not anxious in the year of drought, 

 for it does not cease to bear fruit.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Colossians 1:24—2:7 
 24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions 

for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that 

was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now 

revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of 

this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone 

with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he 

powerfully works within me. 

 1For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen 

me face to face, 2that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full 

assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ, 3in whom are hidden all the treasures 

of wisdom and knowledge. 4I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 5For though I am 

absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ. 

 6Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7rooted and built up in him and established in the 

faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 



A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel John 15:1–11 
 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, 

and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word 

that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 

he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away 

like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 

much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in 

his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.” 

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

595 O Blessed Spring 
1 O blessèd spring, where Word and sign 

Embrace us into Christ the Vine: 

Here Christ enjoins each one to be 

A branch of this life-giving Tree. 

 

2 Through summer heat of youthful years, 

Uncertain faith, rebellious tears, 

Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain, 

The boughs will shout for joy again. 

 

3 When autumn cools and youth is cold, 

When limbs their heavy harvest hold, 

Then through us, warm, the Christ will move 

With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love. 

 

4 As winter comes, as winters must, 

We breathe our last, return to dust; 

Still held in Christ, our souls take wing 

And trust the promise of the spring. 



 

5 Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, 

Be praised for this blest mystery: 

That Word and water thus revive 

And join us to Your Tree of Life. 

 
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, 1953 
Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005615 

 

Sermon Text: John 15:1-11 
 Theme: “Abide” 

 

Offering 
 

Bidding Prayer 
A Let us pray for the whole Christian Church, that our Lord God would defend her against all the assaults and 

temptations of the adversary and keep her perpetually on the true foundation, Jesus Christ: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, since You have revealed Your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ and in the Word 

of His truth, keep, we ask You, in safety the works of Your mercy so that Your Church, spread throughout all the 

nations, may be defended against the adversary and may serve You in true faith and persevere in the confession of 

Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

A Let us pray for all the ministers of the Word, for all vocations in the Church, and for all the people of God: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified, receive 

the supplications and prayers which we offer before You for all Your servants in Your holy Church that every 

member of the same may truly serve You according to Your calling; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

A Let us pray for our graduates, that our Lord God would open their hearts and the door of His mercy that, having 

received the remission of all their sins by the washing of regeneration, they may be mindful of their Baptism and 

evermore be found in Christ Jesus, our Lord: 

P Almighty God and Father, because You always grant growth to Your Church, increase the faith and understanding 

of our graduates that, they may forever continue in the family of those whom You adopt as Your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

A Let us pray for all in authority that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty: 

P O merciful Father in heaven, because You hold in Your hand all the might of man and because You have 

ordained, for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do well, all the powers that exist in all 

the nations of the world, we humbly pray You graciously to regard Your servants, especially our President; the 

Congress of the United States; our Governor; and all those who make, administer, and judge our laws; that all who 

receive the sword as Your ministers may bear it according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

A Let us pray our Lord God Almighty that He would deliver the world from all error, take away disease, ward off 

famine, set free those in bondage, and grant health to the sick and a safe journey to all who travel: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, the consolation of the sorrowful and the strength of the weak, may the prayers of 

those who in any tribulation or distress cry to You graciously come before You, so that in all their necessities they 

may rejoice in Your manifold help and comfort; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

A Let us pray for all who are outside the Church, that our Lord God would be pleased to deliver them from their 

error, call them to faith in the true and living God and His only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and gather them into 

His family, the Church: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, because You seek not the death but the life of all, hear our prayers for all who have 

no right knowledge of You, free them from their error, and for the glory of Your name bring them into the 

fellowship of Your holy Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 



  

A Let us pray for peace, that we may come to the knowledge of God’s holy Word and walk before Him as is fitting 

for Christians: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, King of Glory, and Lord of heaven and earth, by whose Spirit all things are 

governed, by whose providence all things are ordered, the God of peace and the author of all concord, grant us, we 

implore You, Your heavenly peace and concord that we may serve You in true fear, to the praise and glory of 

Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

A Let us pray for our enemies, that God would remember them in mercy and graciously grant them such things as 

are both needful for them and profitable for their salvation: 

P O almighty, everlasting God, through Your only Son, our blessed Lord, You have commanded us to love our 

enemies, to do good to those who hate us, and to pray for those who persecute us. We therefore earnestly implore 

You that by Your gracious visitation all our enemies may be led to true repentance and may have the same love 

and be of one accord and one mind and heart with us and with Your whole Christian Church; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

A Let us pray for the fruits of the earth, that God would send down His blessing upon them and graciously dispose 

our hearts to enjoy them according to His own good will: 

P O Lord, Father Almighty, by Your Word You created and You continue to bless and uphold all things. We pray 

You so to reveal to us Your Word, our Lord Jesus Christ that, through His dwelling in our hearts, we may by Your 

grace be made ready to receive Your blessing on all the fruits of the earth and whatsoever pertains to our bodily 

need; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

A Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask, saying: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Graduation Ceremony 
 

Introduction of Departing Families 
 

NEW Lutheran High School Scholarship Award 
 

Valedictorian Address 
 

Presentation of Diplomas 
 

Class Video 
 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 



922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing sts. 1–4 
1 Go, My children, with My blessing, 

Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; 

You are My own. 

In My love’s baptismal river 

I have made you Mine forever. 

Go, My children, with My blessing— 

You are My own. 

 

2 Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

At peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, 

What I can cure. 

Here you heard My dear Son’s story; 

Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

At peace and pure. 

 

3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

Closer to Me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, 

Joyful and free. 

Here My Spirit’s power filled you; 

Here His tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

Joyful and free. 

 

4 I the Lord will bless and keep you 

And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you 

And give you peace: 

I the Lord will be your Father, 

Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, My children; I will keep you 

And give you peace. 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005615 
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