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Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for him, and when they
found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!” (Mark 1:35-37)

Jesus was not worried about the crowd. Sure, he loved them. But Jesus’ primary concern
was connection with his Father. He knew that connection was where strength came from. Any
healing and hope for the crowds rested on his intermingling with the Spirit and the Father.

But Simon (or Peter) was worried. The crowd was looking for Jesus, and if Jesus didn’t
show up soon, they might disappear. Then what would happen to the “movement”? Didn’t Jesus
understand that Simon had invested his life in this movement? If the crowd left, what would
happen to his investment? He’'d have to sulk back and buy his fishing gear back. Sigh.

Why did Jesus not give in to Peter’s anxiety? Jesus knew that the popularity of the crowd
didn’t define him. He knew that his priority wasn’t the court of public approval or even seeing his
movement go up in the rankings. He knew that his Father’s voice and the Spirit’s presence are the
most important, and that the identity they offer will not be taken away.

God, give me the courage to get away today. | don’t have to endlessly win favor from the
“crowds.” What | need is to hear the voice of your favor. Amen.

(Taken from Strong and Courageous: 365 Daily Devotions for Fathers)
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News and Events

WEDDING CARD SHOWER: To help Jennica
begin her newly married life, we will be hav-
ing a card shower. A card box will be placed
in the foyer for anyone who would like to
encourage and bless Jennica with gift cards.
Walmart, Amazon, or Visa gift cards will be
most helpful.

SCHOOL SUPPLY GIVEAWAY: August 12th,
9am at the building. If you want to donate
backpacks, please put them in the bin in the
foyer. The supplies have been packed and
are ready to go!

TEACHER WORKSHOP: Sept 19th 8:30-12p
at the building. The workshop is for teachers
of children and adult bible classes. Please
sign up in the foyer so an accurate count can
be had for supplies and food. Any questions
see Bill Daufen.

BLOOD DRIVE: August 23rd 1-7pm at the
building. See Howard Carson for details
HOPE RISING NEEDS: Baby lotion, Similac
360 formula, Boys 4T/5T Pull-ups Girls 4T/5T
Pull-ups, New or gently used boys summer
clothing, size 12M - 5T

KIDS & TEENS: On the first Wednesday of each

month, all kids will start the evening with a short
worship service (10—15 minutes) led by our teens

before classes.

Summer Quarter Classes

Sunday morning classes:

Fellowship hall, led by Dennis Hilby, Mike
Wilson and Jamie Fee, The Life Of Jesus
(brown table side)

Fellowship hall, Stephen Walker will lead the
young adults in a new study through the
book of Ephesians as we explore what it
means to live faithfully for Christ and grow
together in faith and community. Through
practical teaching and meaningful discussion,
we'll discover how Paul’s message still
speaks to our lives today. (white table side)

Wednesday evening classes:
Romans, led by Jeff Eldridge, Paul’s answer

to the most difficult question, How can a just
God forgive sinners?

grow up, grow out, grow together




