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To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who 
holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 8 I know 
your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little 
strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9 I will make those who are of the 
synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars—I will make them come 
and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 10 Since you have kept my command 
to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole 
world to test the inhabitants of the earth. 11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no 
one will take your crown. 12 The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. 
Never again will they leave it. I will write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my 
God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on 
them my new name. 13 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.            
Revelation 3:7-13 
 
Two Matters that Give God a gag reflex: 
 
1. Self-sufficiency 
 
You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you 
are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. Revelation 3:17 
 
Then he [Jesus] said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not 
consist in an abundance of possessions.” Luke 12:15 
 
…though your riches increase, do not set your heart on them. Psalm 62:10 
 
I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to 
wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 
Revelation 3:18 
 
In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds 
of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. I Peter 1:6-7 
 
Since God chose you to be the holy people whom he loves, you must clothe yourselves with                       
tender-hearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. And the most important piece of 
clothing you must wear is love. Love is what binds us all together in perfect harmony. Colossians 3:6-7 
 
2. Apathy 
 
“…I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot…so because you are lukewarm- neither hot nor 
cold - I am about to spit you out of my mouth. Revelation 3:16 


