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Text: Luke 5:17-26 
17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting 
there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusa-
lem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came 
carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him 
before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, 
they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the 
middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 20 When Jesus saw their faith, he 
said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?” 22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and 
asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? 23 Which is easier: to 
say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I want you to 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the 
paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25 Immediately 
he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home 
praising God. 26 Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled 
with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”  
  
REACHING ONE BEGINS WITH COMPASSION   
  
Since then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others….         
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all.       
2 Corinthians 5:11, 14  
  
REACHING ONE INVOLVES ENOUGH FAITH TO TAKE A RISK 
  
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 
see. Hebrews 11:1 
  
REACHING ONE REQUIRES OVERCOMING OBSTACLES 
  
Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossi-
ble for you. Matthew 17:14  
  
REACHING ONE RESULTS IN MORE THAN YOU IMAGINE 
  
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,  
according to his power that is at work within us. Ephesians 3:20   


