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Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better
resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in
prison. They were stoned, they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the
sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and
mistreated- the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. Hebrews 11:35-38

Most often, suffering is shown in Scripture, as the result of sin...

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men because all sinned. Romans 5:12

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and
proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid
for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. Isaiah 40:1-2

Our level of comfort is directly related to our understanding of who God is.
Five points about God to fix our focus on...
Point 1: The Bigness of God

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his
hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of

the earth in a basket,or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance?
—v. 12

Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales;
he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust. Isaiah 40:15

Point 2: God’s Wisdom Who can fathom the Spirit[a] of the Lord,or instruct the
Lord as his counselor 14 Whom did the Lord consult to enlighten him, and who taught
him the right way? Who was it that taught him knowledge, or showed him the path of
understanding? Isaiah 40:13-14.

Point 3: God’s Uniqueness



With whom, then, will you compare God? To what image will you liken him? As for
an idol, a metalworker casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and fashions
silver chains for it.. Isaiah 40:18-19

Point 4: God rules over Humanity

Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood since the earth was founded? 22 He sits enthroned above the
circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens
like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in. 23 He brings princes to
naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing... Isaiah 40:21-24

God permits when He sees fit and overrules when He sees fit.
Point 5: God Rules Over Creation

To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 26 Lift up
your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the
starry host one by one and calls forth each of them by name. Because of his great
power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing. — Isaiah 40:25-26



