
Maturing Faith & God’s Sovereignty 
Part 2 in Series-The Sovereignty of God 

 
 
Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 
there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this 
or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If 
anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.  
James 4:13-17 
 

One of the types of evidence of true, maturing, saving faith is the recognition of the 

sovereign right of God over our lives.  

 
1. A PRESUMPTION WE ALL MAKE  

 
Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 
there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes. James 4:13-14 
 
Be careful planning your life without reference to God. 
 
Teach us to number our days and recognize how few they are; help us to spend them 
as we should/we may get a heart of wisdom/might live wisely.  Psalm 90:12 
 
2. PERSPECTIVE WE SHOULD TAKE  

 
Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”  James 
4.15 
 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6  
 
3. A PRESCRIPTION TO FOLLOW  

If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.  
James 4:17 

 


