
Matthew 25:31-46



Life will not always go on as it is now and Jesus is 
teaching his disciples specifically how they  
should live in his absence



[31] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
[32] Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he 
will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. [33] And he will 
place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 

Matthew 25:31–46



[34] Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. [35] 
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, [36] I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  

Matthew 25:31–46



[37] Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you drink? [38] And when did we see you a stranger 
and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? [39] And 
when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ [40] 
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it 
to me.’ 

Matthew 25:31–46



[41] “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from 
me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels. [42] For I was hungry and you gave 
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, [43] I 
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 
you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit me.’ 

Matthew 25:31–46



[44] Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did 
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 
sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ [45] Then 
he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it 
to me.’ [46] And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Matthew 25:31–46



[31] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  

Matthew 25:31



[13] “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the 
clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and 
he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented 
before him. [14] And to him was given dominion and glory 
and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 
one that shall not be destroyed. 

Daniel 7:13–14



[11] Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness he judges and makes war. [12] His 
eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many 
crowns, and he has a name written that no one knows 
but himself. [13] He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, 
and the name by which he is called is The Word of God.  

Revelation 19:11–16



[14] And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white 
and pure, were following him on white horses. [15] From 
his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike 
down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. 
He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God the Almighty. [16] On his robe and on his thigh he 
has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.  

Revelation 19:11–16



[32] Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he 
will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. [33] And he will 
place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  

Matthew 25:32-33



[34] Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. [35] 
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, [36] I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 

Matthew 25:34-40



[37] Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you drink? [38] And when did we see you a stranger 
and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? [39] And 
when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ [40] 
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it 
to me.’ 

Matthew 25:34-40



[41] “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from 
me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels. [42] For I was hungry and you gave 
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, [43] I 
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 
you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit me.’  

Matthew 25:41-46



[44] Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did 
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 
sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ [45] Then 
he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it 
to me.’ [46] And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Matthew 25:41-46



“Justice is one of the most profound longings of the 
human race. If there is no justice, then deep within 
ourselves we know that something is out of joint. Justice 
is hard to define and harder still to put into practice.” 

– NT Wright



“‘Justice’ doesn’t simply mean ‘punishing wickedness’, 
though that is regularly involved. It means bringing the 
world back into balance.” 

– NT Wright



Our actions, flowing from the heart, always betray us  
and show what we really believe



“O it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. It is 
impossible for it not to be doing good works incessantly. 
It does not ask whether good works are to be done, but 
before the question is asked, it has already done them, 
and is constantly doing them. Whoever does not do such 
works, however, is an unbeliever.” 

– Martin Luther



[12] Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, 
so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, [13] for it is God who works in you, both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure.  

Philippians 2:12–13



Did we hear the words of Jesus and obey them?



[1] And you were dead in the trespasses and sins [2] in 
which you once walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—[3] 
among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind.  

Ephesians 2:1–10



[4] But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, [5] even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved—[6] and raised us 
up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, [7] so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:1–10



[8] For by grace you have been saved through faith. And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, [9] not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. [10] For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them. 

Ephesians 2:1–10



Who / what is getting the best we have to offer?



[3] “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. [4] “Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted. [5] “Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth. [6] “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. [7] “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy. [8] “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.  

Matthew 5:3–16



[9] “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God. [10] “Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. [11] “Blessed are you when others 
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. [12] Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Matthew 5:3–16



[13] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its 
taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer 
good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 
under people's feet.  

Matthew 5:3–16



[14] “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. [15] Nor do people light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to 
all in the house. [16] In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  

Matthew 5:3–16


