
Matthew 25:1-30



Life will not always go on as it is now



[13] Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will 
go into such and such a town and spend a year there 
and trade and make a profit”—[14] yet you do not know 
what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a 
mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. [15] 
Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 
and do this or that.” [16] As it is, you boast in your 
arrogance. All such boasting is evil.  

James 4:13–16



[37] For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. [38] For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 
[39] and they were unaware until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. 

Matthew 24:37–39



[42] Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming… [44] Therefore you also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.  

Matthew 24:42, 44



[15] Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. [16] For all that is in the world—the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not 
from the Father but is from the world. [17] And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does 
the will of God abides forever. 

1 John 2:15–17



[13] Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being 
sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will 
be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

1 Peter 1:13



Jesus is teaching his disciples specifically how they 
should live in his absence



[1] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
[2] Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. [3] For 
when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them, [4] but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
[5] As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became 
drowsy and slept. [6] But at midnight there was a cry, 
‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 

Matthew 25:1–30



[7] Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 
[8] And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ [9] But the wise 
answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us 
and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for 
yourselves.’ [10] And while they were going to buy, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in 
with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.  

Matthew 25:1–30



[11] Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, 
lord, open to us.’ [12] But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, 
I do not know you.’ [13] Watch therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour. [14] “For it will be like a man 
going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted to them his property. [15] To one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away.  

Matthew 25:1–30



[16] He who had received the five talents went at once 
and traded with them, and he made five talents more. [17] 
So also he who had the two talents made two talents 
more. [18] But he who had received the one talent went 
and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. [19] 
Now after a long time the master of those servants came 
and settled accounts with them.  

Matthew 25:1–30



[23] His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ [24] He also 
who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 
‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you 
did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 

Matthew 25:1–30



[25] so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ [26] But his master 
answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You 
knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather 
where I scattered no seed? [27] Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I 
should have received what was my own with interest. 

Matthew 25:1–30



[28] So take the talent from him and give it to him who 
has the ten talents. [29] For to everyone who has will 
more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from 
the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 
away. [30] And cast the worthless servant into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’  

Matthew 25:1–30



Jesus is teaching his disciples specifically how they 
should live in his absence



Like the bride groom, Jesus may take longer than we 
expect to return 

Even though all appeared to be in the wedding party, 
only those who were prepared will be allowed in 

We must be prepared for Jesus to come again because 
we do not know when he is coming



Jesus is teaching his disciples to manage their  
time, energy and responsibilities effectively  
while he is gone



Praise-filled approval 

 
More responsibility 

 
Enter into the joy of our 

Lord  

Receives no praise 

No further work or 
responsibility 

No joy in the master’s 
presence



How should I live in the time before Jesus comes?



Prepared waiting → vv1-13 

Faithful working → vv14-30 

Loving the least → vv31-46



The parable of the talents is very like that of the ten 
virgins. Both direct our minds to the same important 
event: the second coming of Jesus Christ. Both bring 
before us the same people: the members of the 
professing church of Christ. The virgins and the servants 
are one and the same people—but the same people 
regarded from a different point, and viewed on different 
sides.  

– J. C. Ryle



The practical lesson of each parable is the main point of 
difference: vigilance is the keynote of the first parable, 
diligence that of the second. The story of the virgins calls 
on the church to watch; the story of the talents calls on 
the church to work. 

– J. C. Ryle



Vigilance & diligence



Recognize that 

Everything you possess comes from God and belongs to 
him; he has entrusted it to you as a steward 

There is coming a day when you will be held accountable 
for how you have managed the things he has entrusted 
to you



Live in such a way that your resources are invested for 
God’s Kingdom 

Use your time and abilities to further God’s kingdom 

Be generous towards the poor and to fund God’s mission 
& Kingdom 

Focus on building margin in your life and family so you 
can to share with those in need



Who / what is getting the best we have to offer?


