


I couldn’t possibly believe in a God who ___________



We become like what we worship



What comes into our minds when we think about God is the 
most important thing about us. We tend by a secret law of 
the soul to move toward our mental image of God . . . Were 
we able to extract from any man a complete answer to the 
question, ‘What comes to mind when you think about God?’ 
we might predict with certainty the spiritual future of that 
man. 

– AW Tozer



Who God is has profound implications for who we are



In the beginning God created man in His own image, and 
man has been trying to repay the favor ever since. 

– Voltaire



An invitation to know God on His terms



God Has a Name 

John Mark Comer



Exodus: NIV Application Commentary 

Peter Enns



How to Read Exodus 

Tremper Longman



[6] The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The 
LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, [7] 
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and 
the children's children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.” 

Exodus 34:6–7



How had God been known up to this point



Creation



[1] In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  

Genesis 1:1



God → Elohim



In the world of the Hebrew Scriptures a personal name was 
often thought to indicate something essential about the 
bearer’s identity, origin, birth circumstances or the divine 
purpose that the bearer was intended to fulfill. 

— Michael Knowles



Abraham



[1] When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD 
appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; 
walk before me, and be blameless, [2] that I may make my 
covenant between me and you, and may multiply you 
greatly.” 

Genesis 17:1–2



God → El = Canaanite word for the king of the gods 

Almighty → Shaddai = More, better, victorious



Moses



[6] And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Exodus 3:6



[13] Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of 
Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent 
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall 
I say to them?” [14] God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” 
And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent 
me to you.’” 

Exodus 3:13



Mah shemo → What is your name? 

Miy shimka → Who is your name?



Mah shemo → What is the significance of your name? 

Miy shimka → Who is your name?



[13] Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of 
Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent 
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall 
I say to them?” [14] God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” 
And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has 
sent me to you.’” 

Exodus 3:13



[8] Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever. 

Hebrews 13:8



I AM WHO I AM



I AM WHO I AM → ehyeh aser ehyeh



Ehyeh → I AM 

Yahweh → He is



[12] Moses said to the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up 
this people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will 
send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and 
you have also found favor in my sight.’ [13] Now therefore, if 
I have found favor in your sight, please show me now your 
ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your 
sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.”  [14] And 
he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you 
rest.” [15] And he said to him, “If your presence will not go 
with me, do not bring us up from here.  

Exodus 33:12–23



[16] For how shall it be known that I have found favor in 
your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, 
so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other 
people on the face of the earth?” [17] And the LORD said to 
Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for 
you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 
[18] Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” [19] And he 
said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and 
will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ 

Exodus 33:12–23



And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy. [20] But,” he said, 
“you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and 
live.” [21] And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by 
me where you shall stand on the rock, [22] and while my 
glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will 
cover you with my hand until I have passed by. [23] Then I 
will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my 
face shall not be seen.” 

Exodus 33:12–23



[1] The LORD said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of 
stone like the first, and I will write on the tablets the words 
that were on the first tablets, which you broke. [2] Be ready 
by the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, 
and present yourself there to me on the top of the 
mountain. [3] No one shall come up with you, and let no one 
be seen throughout all the mountain. Let no flocks or herds 
graze opposite that mountain.” 

Exodus 34:1–8



[4] So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he 
rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as 
the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two 
tablets of stone. [5] The LORD descended in the cloud and 
stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the 
LORD. [6] The LORD passed before him and proclaimed,  

Exodus 34:1–8



“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, [7] 
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and 
the children's children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.” [8] And Moses quickly bowed his head toward 
the earth and worshiped. 

Exodus 34:1–8



The hiding of God’s name and the shaping of our 
relationship with God



What you call somebody says a lot about your relationship



Jesus is the evidence that God's desire is to dwell with us 
and relate to us in the most intimate way possible



[14] And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 1:14



Jesus is Yahweh in the flesh



[6] “I have manifested your name to the people whom you 
gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave 
them to me, and they have kept your word. 

John 17:6 

[26] I made known to them your name, and I will continue 
to make it known, that the love with which you have loved 
me may be in them, and I in them.”  

John 17:26



Jesus is Lord 

kyrios → Casear 

kyrios → Yahweh



Jesus is Lord = Jesus is Yahweh in the flesh



For years, I thought of Yahweh in the Old Testament as 
parallel with the Father in the New. Like Jesus is a 
newcomer in the story. That’s wrong, and dangerous. It 
leads to a twisted caricature, as if the Father is the grumpy 
old warmonger in the Old Testament, and Jesus is the son 
who went off to Berkeley and came home with all sorts of 
radical ideas about grace and love and tolerance and 
basically said, “Come on, Dad, let’s not kill everybody. How 
about I die for them instead?” 

– John Mark Comer
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