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“The wicked enemy is so inveterately opposed to the Divine majesty that he would gladly, if it were 
possible, overturn the throne of God. As he utterly despairs of accomplishing that object, he throws 
out all his venom against the elect, employs every expedient, and exhausts all his devices to 
enslave those whom the power of God has torn from his grasp. He assaulted the first Adam in 
Paradise. He made an attempt on the second Adam in the wilderness, but his efforts were foiled. 
Disappointed in that expectation, he bends all his attack on those whom Christ has claimed to be 
his own.” –Herman Witsius 

• Tactics of the enemy: demonic possession. 

• The Third Fall of Satan occurs when Christ comes back and ends his 1,000-year sentence in 
the abyss.  

• Tactics of the enemy: deceive the nations of the earth and misalign them with God and his 
ways. 

“Lest we be “terrified by our adversaries,” it is well to remember that Satan’s power is not inherent 
but permitted (Rom. 13:1). It is not unlimited, but controlled (Job 1:12; 2:6). It is not invincible, but 
broken (Luke 11:21-22). It is not assured of success, but is surely doomed (Rev. 20:2-3). Satan 
knows well that there is no ultimate victory for him. The pronounced sentence has only been 
postponed. But he works to hinder and postpone Christ’s final triumph. We can rejoice in the 
certainty of John’s assurance: “Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).” 
- Oswald Sanders 

 


