Session 22 | Parable of Talents Part Two | Matthew 25:19-30
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Session 22 | Opening Discussion:

Small Group Ministry

"If anyone serves me, he must
follow me; and where | am, there
will my servant be also. If anyone

serves me, the Father
will honor him."
John 12:26 /ESV

According to John 12:26 what does it mean to
serve the Lord?

*Stay on point of the questions provided

Parable Of The Talents:
Session 22 [ Parable of Talents Part Two [Matthew 25:19-30

Main Theme: According to God, wasting your opportunity to serve God's purposes is a
great tragedy.

Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with
them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents
more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, | have made five talents
more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.[e] You have
been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your

master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
delivered to me two talents; here, | have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one
talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you
did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so | was afraid, and | went
and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master
answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that | reap where | have not
sown and gather where | scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own
with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten

talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance.
But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the
worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’



Key: Servant :
A servant (doulos) means willing serving
A talent was a monetary unit worth about twenty years' wages for a laborer

Application:

1. Grace gives time—but judgment sets a date. v:19
Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with
them.

2. God'’s kingdom economy allows for a return on faithfulness 20-23

And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more,
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, | have made five talents

more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.[e] You have
been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your

master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
delivered to me two talents; here, | have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’

3. When you see God wrongly, you will live wrongly. 24-25

He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you to
be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no
seed, 25 so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have
what is yours.’

4. Our greatest tragedy is not failing—it’s never truly following 26-30

But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that | reap
where | have not sown and gather where | scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to
have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have received
what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who
has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an
abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken

away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’



Discussion Questions:

1. Based on the master's response, how would you define a "faithful servant," and
how does this contrast with the servant who was deemed “worthless"?

2. What are the "talents" (gifts, resources, time) God has entrusted to you specifically,
and how are you currently investing or using them?

3. What does it mean to "share in your master’s happiness"?



