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Sin: Its Effect 
Westview Church | Matthew 18:7-9 | Pastor Brett Toney | October 4, 2020 

Running with an Angry God 

This week I started helping coach a running club at my kids’ school. This got me 

thinking how so many of the most notable and memorable moments of my life 

in Christ have occurred in the context of running. One such experience was one 

evening I was home from college. I headed out in a drizzling rain for a run under 

the streetlights. Playing in my ears was a reading of Jonathan Edwards’ sermon 

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” Consider Edwards’ most notable 

illustration in this sermon about the reality of our sin and Hell: 

The God that holds you over the Pit of Hell, much as one holds a 
Spider … over the Fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked; his 
Wrath towards you burns like Fire; he looks upon you as worthy of 
nothing else, but to be cast into the Fire; he is of purer Eyes than to 
bear to have you in his Sight; you are ten thousand Times so 
abominable in his Eyes as the most hateful venomous Serpent is in 
ours. You have offended him infinitely more than ever a stubborn 
Rebel did his Prince: and yet ‘tis nothing but his Hand that holds you 
from falling into the Fire every Moment. 

Edwards doesn’t have a sadistic fascination with Hell nor is this a result of any 

issues with his parents. He read the Bible and saw plainly how we all have 

inherited a sinful nature; how sin mutilates our hearts, minds, and bodies; how a 

holy God demands holiness for all who would draw near to him. And he read 

how Jesus taught that the effect of sin is condemnation to Hell. This is what we 

see Jesus teaching in this morning’s passage as he speaks of the danger, 

means, and effect of sin. 

The Danger of Sin (v.7) 
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Jesus’ “woe” in v.7 comes out of a caution to any who would cause one of his 

followers—those who have an unpresuming, humble faith—to sin. If you are the 

cause of a Christian’s sin, it would’ve been better for you to have had a 

millstone tied around your neck and thrown into the sea (v.6). Jesus is continuing 

that idea into v.7. Sin is so dangerous that you do not even want to be on the 

provoking side of it. He isn’t talking about the one giving into temptation but the 

source of temptation. Of course, the world is a source of temptation, and God’s 

just judgment will come on it in due time. And of course, temptations will come. 

“It is necessary” that they will come in the sense that by virtue of things in this 

fallen world. Given where we are on this side of Eden, there will be temptations. 

But Jesus’ cautionary exhortation is to any who would be the source of 

temptation. 

Church, we’re in this together. There is no every man for himself in the 

Christian life. This isn’t a dog-eat-dog place. Like any sports team, your success is 

dependent on the success of the others on your team. We’re in this together. 

This is why we covenant together to walk together in Christian love and watch 

over one another in brotherly love. Sin is so horrendously dangerous we ought to 

be fearful of even causing our brother or sister in Christ of being tempted. That’s 

like three degrees of separation from me to sin. It’s not me sinning, nor me 

causing you to sin, but me not causing you to be tempted to sin. As we walk 

through life together, be vigilant against putting any form of worldliness before 
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your brother or sister lest they succumb to the temptation and look like the world 

more than Christ. Jesus says, “Woe to you!” if you do. That’s how lethal sin is. 

The Means of Sin (v.8) 

Yet, as we know from the applesauce, sin doesn’t come from outside of us. Sin 

originates in the desires of our heart. Like Eve at the tree, we perceive something 

is desirable, delight in it, take it, and consume it. While Jesus pronounces woe on 

the one who would tempt, the call to action is directed in v.8 to the one who is 

tempted. Do you see that pivot Jesus makes? While we’re in this together, 

responsibility and accountability is ultimately on the individual. If you set a 

stumbling block before me, I am the one who needs to sever my hand or foot 

lest I sin. I need to gouge out my eye lest I sin. 

 Jesus is telling us that sin is so dangerous that we don’t even want to be 

responsible for tempting someone else to sin. But then he goes on here to call for 

the means of sin to be met with drastic measures. Jesus is of course using 

hyperbole to make his point. But we can too easily undercut the force of Jesus’ 

teaching by dismissing it as exaggeration. “Whelp, surely Jesus doesn’t mean I 

should get rid of my smartphone.” “Nah, I need the TV subscriptions—Jesus 

doesn’t mean I cancel that.” Friend, what is the means of sin in your life? It is 

better that you get rid of a phone that enables gossip than with hyper-

connectivity be thrown into the eternal fire. It is better for you to enter life 

peacefully uninformed than anxiously up on the latest shows and news to be 

thrown into the hell of fire. 
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 Kids, this is all true for you as well. We often know what we love wrongly by 

what we get upset over. Do you get really upset when your sister takes 

something you like? Or do you get angry when mom or dad ask you to do 

something you don’t want to do? That anger is showing you love that thing 

wrongly. You are loving that item or your desires more than your friend, your 

sister, your parents. So, when you get upset, pause and think, “What should I 

love more?” 

The Effect of Sin (v.9) 

If we fail to account for our misplaced affections, our inordinate desires, our 

unchecked means of sin, Jesus is clear about the effect of sin. If we go on giving 

ourselves to sin in whatever insidious form we’re prone to, we will be thrown into 

the eternal fire, the hell of fire. The theological term that captures what Jesus 

teaches here, along with the full revelation of Scripture, is “eternal conscious 

punishment.” Our eternally heinous sin against a perfectly holy God is eternal 

punishment in a place of fire. Conscious torment will never cease. 

 Will you consider that? Conscious torment will never cease for all who will 

not turn from sin and by faith follow Jesus. Put a face on that. Attach a name, 

perhaps even your own. Conscious torment will never cease for ____. The 

imagery Jesus uses is of being burned alive forever. 2020 has felt like many years 

smashed into one. Jesus is talking about unending years, years upon years. Our 

finite minds cannot comprehend eternity. We can’t grasp how 70 or even by 

reason of strength 80 years of life in rebellion against our Creator receives an 
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eternal punishment. We have no true conception of the affront of our sin to 

God’s eternal holiness.  

And I confess that I don’t believe this. Functionally, I do not believe in Hell. 

If I consistently believed in Hell, I would not need to give concerted focus on 

how deep my need is for the gospel. I would not need to be jarred out of 

thinking that my circumstances are my problem, not my sin. I would not need to 

be motivated for the mission, knowing untold scores of family, friends, neighbors 

are hurtling through space and time towards this very fate for eternity. 

The effect of sin could not be clearer. Go on sinning and be thrown into 

the eternal hell of fire. If we don’t think sin is that serious, that this talk of Hell is just 

a Puritanical hold over, look no further than the cross of Christ. J.C. Ryle writes, 

No proof of the fulness of sin, after all, is so overwhelming and 
unanswerable as the cross and passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the whole doctrine of His substitution and atonement. Terribly black 
must that guilt be for which nothing but the blood of the Son of God 
could make satisfaction. Heavy must that weight of human sin be 
which made Jesus groan and sweat drops of blood in agony at 
Gethsemane, and cry at Golgotha, ‘My God, My God, [why have 
you] forsaken Me?’ (Matt. 27:46).1 

The Lord’s Table 

We all deserve nothing but Hell, nothing but eternal conscious punishment. Truly 

Edwards described how each of us is like a spider dangling by a thread over the 

fire. The holy God abhors us in our sinfulness. “And yet ‘tis nothing but his Hand 

that holds you from falling into the Fire every Moment.” What mercy! Every 

moment we breathe, and we’re not in Hell, what mercy! And this holy God bore 

 
1J.C. Ryle in Faithfulness & Holiness by J.I. Packer (111) 
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on himself the full penalty for my sin, for your sin, if you would be only trust in the 

promises of his Son. Nothing but the very blood of the Son of God could make 

satisfaction for your sin. 

[PRAY] 

  


