


1 Samuel: Introduction 
1.  Reading Historical Books 

A.  Biblical historical books are not meant to be a history of                   . 

B.  Biblical historical books illustrate biblical                 explained more directly 
elsewhere in Scripture. 

C.  Biblical historical books may have three levels of interpretation:  
the                            , the                         , and the                               . 

i.  The                             is about the                             work of God in creation. 

ii.  The                          is about the redemptive work of the nation of Israel. 

iii.  The                                are about how the universal and the national relation 
to the personal level. 

D.  Biblical history is not as concerned with                                as much as it is 
concerned with revealing God to the reader. 

2.  Who were Israel’s historians? 

3.  Content of 1 Samuel 

A.  The main theme in Israel’s theology, including historical narrative is 
“                                          ”. 

B.  The historical narrative is a record of the historical                          between God 
and his people. 

4.  Theological Themes in 1 Samuel 

A.  Ideal                          leadership 

B.  The use and abuse of                 

B.  The definition and nature of                                

5.  Outline of the Book of 1 Samuel 

I.      Israel’s Need for a              (1 Sam. 1–7) 

A.      Shiloh Narratives (1 Sam. 1–3) 

1.      The Birth of                    (1 Sam. 1:1–28) 

2.      Hannah’s Song and Eli’s Failure (1 Sam. 2:1–36) 

3.      The Call of                    (1 Sam. 3:1–4:1a) 
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B.      Ark Narratives (1 Sam. 4–7) 

1.     The Philistines                       the Ark of the Covenant (1 Sam. 4:1b–11) 

2.      Eli’s Death and Ichabod’s Birth (1 Sam. 4:12–22) 

3.      The Ark’s Sojourn in Philistia and                    to Israel (1 Sam. 5:1–7:1) 

4.      Samuel’s Call to                                (1 Sam. 7:2–4) 

5.      Israel’s Confession at Mizpah (1 Sam. 7:5–17) 

II.      The Rise and Fall of Saul, Israel’s First King (1 Sam. 8–15) 

A.      Saul Becomes King (1 Sam. 8–12) 

1.      Israel                       a King (1 Sam. 8:1–22) 

2.      Saul Becomes Israel’s                 King (1 Sam. 9:1–10:27) 

3.      Saul Delivers the City of Jabesh Gilead (1 Sam. 11:1–15) 

4.      Samuel’s Final Exhortations (1 Sam. 12:1–25) 

B.      God Rejects Saul (1 Sam. 13–15) 

1.      Saul Offers                             At Gilgal (1 Sam. 13:1–22) 

2.      Leadership Crisis During Philistine Wars (1 Sam. 13:23–14:52) 

3.      Saul                       the Word of the Lord (1 Sam. 15:1–35) 

III.      The Rise of David, Israel’s Promised King (1 Sam. 16–31) 

A.      David in Saul’s Court (1 Sam. 16–20) 

1.      Samuel                       David (1 Sam. 16:1–13) 

2.      David Enters Saul’s Service (1 Sam. 16:14–23) 

3.      David and Goliath (1 Sam. 17:1–58) 

4.                               Between Saul and David (1 Sam. 18:1–30) 

5.      David Escapes Saul’s Grasp (1 Sam. 19:1–17) 

6.      David Flees to Samuel At Ramah (1 Sam. 19:18–24) 

7.      Jonathan’s Final Attempt to                             (1 Sam. 20:1–42) 

B.      David and Saul Estranged (1 Sam. 21–31) 

1.      Ahimelech and the Priests of Nob (1 Sam. 21:1–22:23) 
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2.      Saul                       David (1 Sam. 23:1–29) 

3.      David                    Saul’s Life (1 Sam. 24:1–22) 

4.      David and Abigail (1 Sam. 25:1–44) 

5.      David Spares Saul Again (1 Sam. 26:1–25) 

6.      David and His Men Settle in                             (1 Sam. 27:1–12) 

7.      Saul and the                    At Endor (1 Sam. 28:1–25) 

8.      David                          by the Philistine Commanders (1 Sam. 29:1–11) 

9.      David Takes                             Against the Amalekites (1 Sam. 30:1–31) 

10.      The                 of Saul and Jonathan (1 Sam. 31:1–13) 

Discussion Questions 
1.  What is one of your favorite stories from 1 Samuel and why? 

2.  How does biblical history differ from other historical narrative? 

3.  How is biblical history like other historical narrative? 

4.  What story of 1 Samuel contains a biblical principle that is further developed in other 
Scripture? 

5.  What do we mean when we say “Yahweh is King?” 

6.  Why do we struggle with understanding “Yahweh as King?” 

7.  How can history teach us about God? 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleCSB2.1Sa23.1-29
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleCSB2.1Sa24.1-22
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleCSB2.1Sa25.1-44
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleCSB2.1Sa26.1-25
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleCSB2.1Sa27.1-12
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleCSB2.1Sa28.1-25
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleCSB2.1Sa29.1-11
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleCSB2.1Sa30.1-31
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleCSB2.1Sa31.1-13

	1 Samuel Introduction 2.pdf
	1 Samuel: Introduction


