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Hybrid Worship - Sundays at 10am  

If you are unable to attend in-person worship, we 

invite you to join us for an interactive virtual     

Sunday worship service, Sundays at 10 a.m. on the 

churchôs Facebook page. Just be on our Facebook 

page at 10 a.m. and wait for the live video to start. 

If you have not had an opportunity to like or follow 

us on Facebook, you can do so by visiting https://

www.facebook.com/

FirstPresbyterianChurchofEverett/  

 

You can hear and/or view previous worship services 

and find worship guides on our mobile app or by 

visiting our website at https://firstpreschurch.com/

sermons 

 

You can also watch our worship services on our You 

Tube channel. Subscribe today by visiting  https://

www.youtube.com/channel/

UCBm4b8eSW9TqN1e1RoFkdag?view_as=public  

 

Worship guides are posted on our website and     

mobile app, the Friday before worship. 
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Off the Wall by Rev. Dr. Alan Dorway  

During Lent, I gave up sweets.  This led to a heated conversation in our family about donuts.  Are donuts sweets or 
desserts if used as a primary source of breakfast?  While I debated with tact agreeing a donut after breakfast consists 
of a treat and preached my cause that a donut becomes a meal if it is the primary source of food in the morning, I 
found no sympathy or persuasion with my family.  I lost.   

Sure, my initial reaction was ówell, Iôm an adult, I can eat whatever I want for breakfast and justify it as a meal rather 
than a sweet and delicious sugary treatô, but I also knew that I would confess my violation of my Lenten practice to 
Vicki and Peyton.  This confession would be honest, but I did not want to endure what I considered failure to break 
my discipline even though I knew forgiveness would be extended to me by my family.  So, I have given up the donut 
argument, admitted I am wrong and need to reconsider my position on what constitutes a dessert/sweet/treat in the 
future.   

I know this is a silly example, but this is part of my ongoing fascination with thinking again.  Or asking myself, how 
do I know what I know.  Yes, this stems from my reading of Adam Grantôs book, Think Again, that some of us have 
read and I led at Marchôs book club.  As I mentioned after my sabbatical in 2022, I read this book and it has chal-
lenged me to reflect on my knee jerk reactions, my assumptions, my biases, and my stubbornness to not evaluate deci-
sions Iôve made.  As I have reread this book and reviewed some highlighted sections combined with my own growth 
in faith, I have come to realize I have plenty of blind spots in my thinking, many places where I just refuse to adjust 
my pattern of thinking, and other areas where I have become lazy in my openness to processing new information.   

This process of working to rethink in my own life has been an eye-opener when reviewing, discussing, and organizing 
our responses from the congregational survey we completed in January.  Each response is thoughtful, honest, and 
gives insight into our collective hopes, dreams, concerns, and desire to be a vital and witnessing faith community.  
Yet, I will confess, that in my conversations with our elders, in our committees, and those with members of our 
church, there are some ideas I just do not want to pursue.  It is like I am Charlie Brown and as soon as some topics or 
thoughts come up, I just hear waw, waw, wa, wa wawa.  And it takes effort for me to stop the voice yelling in my 
head: óweôve done this beforeô, óthis will not workô, óI donôt want to do thisô, and óthis will not help our overall con-
cernô.  But I am working on stopping this voice.  I am giving my mind space to listen.  I am seeking to be open to 
knowing I do not know everything and together, we can, will, and have the skills and talents to change and embrace 
where the Spirit is leading.   

For instance, one of the desires from our responses is to start having yearly retreats as a congregation.  Even before 
the survey, our Presbyterian Women (PW) and our Christian Formation and Discipleship Committee (CFD) were 
working on this idea.  PW and CFD have worked hard to think about what a retreat would look like, how can we in-
vite as many people as we can, what are the goals of a retreat, how can we use that time to grow in our faith, and what 
would be a captivating and exciting program.  Yes, both groups settled on a day event, but a retreat, a time set apart to 
grow in our faith and connect with others does not always need to look like it did before.  Sure, this may be different 
than we thought, but I hope you come and experience these events.  I hope we can all be open to how these small 
steps, through planning and prayer, can make a big impact on our landscape as a church.  

We celebrate Easter on Sunday April 9th.  I invite you to join with us from Palm Sunday through all the amazing ser-
vices and activities scheduled during Holy Week, but think about Easter.  We know the amazing grace of the resurrec-
tion on Easter morning, but take a moment to step back and look at that morning from the discipleôs perspective.  
They had followed Jesus for three years.  They put their trust, hope, and lives in his hands.  Then, right after Passover, 
Jesus was arrested.  He went through a sham of a trial, was paraded before the people broken and bloody, and to their 
horror, he was executed as a criminal on a cross.  He was dead.  They, like us know that death is permanent.  It is ter-
rible.  It leaves a void in our hearts and lives.  It affects families and communities. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Off the Wall continued from page 3) 

On the morning of the third day, they had a collective rethinking moment.  The women disciples of Jesus went to the 
tomb to continue to prepare his body for a proper burial.  They were shocked by what they encountered: an empty 
tomb with angels proclaiming Jesus is not dead, he is alive.  We are told they left the tomb afraid and confused be-
cause they could not begin to rethink or imagine this possibility of life and love triumphing over death.  When they 
told the others, they were dismissed and even when Peter and another ran to the tomb, it just did not make sense.  It 
did not make sense until Jesus showed himself to them.  They and us still wrestle with this good news.  We under-
stand what it means to reassess and reflect on our assumptions and ideas because in humility, mercy, and love we be-
lieve in Godôs amazing grace that Jesus has taken away the sting of death as is alive now.  We are certain we know 
about life, but the mystery of faith reminds us we can adapt, change, and rethink because Jesus is alive.   

Our church, its members, those who worship here and come through our doors, those who have made deep, life-
changing commitments to God, you are awesome.  It is a joy to be a part of this community.  We can and will contin-
ue to rethink and imagine ways to welcome others into our space, invite others to experience the love of God, and wit-
ness to the grace of Jesus.  I hope you can join us for worship, be a part of the many opportunities during Holy Week 
and invite others to be with us as we embrace building on our foundation and following where the Spirit leads.   

 

Peace, Alan   
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