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Linda Senter              Financial Assistant 

Sondra Santos              Communications 
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Doreen Solberg  Office Coordinator 

Ari Kohler              Custodian 

Steve Torrence             Director of Music 

Gary Norris              Church Organist 

Rev. Dr.  Edwin C. Coon        Pastor Emeritus 
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Grace strikes us when we are in great pain and 
restlessness. It strikes us when we walk through 
the dark valley of a meaningless and empty life. 
It strikes us when our disgust for our own being, 
our indifference, our weakness, our hostility, and 
our lack of direction and composure have        
become intolerable to us. It strikes us when, year 
after year, the longed-for perfection of life does 
not appear, when the old compulsions reign 
within us as they have for decades, when despair 
destroys all joy and courage. 

Sometimes at that moment a wave of light 
breaks into our darkness, and it is as though a 
voice were saying: “You are accepted.” 

—Paul Tillich 
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Sing Advent 
 
Advent is just around the corner.  Yes, the special time of the church year 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas is almost here, even in August.  
This year the First Presbyterian Church of Everett’s theme for the Advent 
season is Sing Advent.  We are going to learn, celebrate, and sing our 

way through both traditional Advent and Christmas hymns, carols, and modern jingles pointing us to 
our Savior’s birth.   
 
We are putting together another Advent devotional on this theme.  Last year, we were blessed by 
thoughtful and meaningful reflections on the four traditional themes of Advent (hope, peace, joy, 
love).  We are doing the same this year and I’m asking for your help.  I have daily scripture readings, 
a ton of ideas for songs, and we have 30 days to fill.  If you are interested in being a part of this year’s 
devotional, then all you need to do is: 
 

• First, let me know you want to participate.   

• Second, if you have a favorite scripture, Advent or Christmas hymn, song, or recording, then 
let me know. 

• Thirdly, we will consult via email (dorway@firstpreschurch.com) or phone to make sure we are 
on the same page (we don’t want to have 10 people write on Joy to the World – it’s a great 
hymn, but there are other songs just as awesome). 

• Pray and write about the song you chose.  Let us know what it means to you, how you learned 
it, or special memories of singing it and why it ties into your experience of the Christmas 
season. 

• Lastly, edit and submit your final draft of reflection to me by Friday October 22nd.  This will 
allow me and our office staff to get the full devotional ready for a Thanksgiving delivery.   

 
Just in case you are wondering, what are some Advent hymns, here are twelve to check out:  

 
1. Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming   
2. Come, O Come Emmanuel 
3. Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
4. Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
5. Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
6. What Child is This? 
7. Joy to the World 
8. Love Divine All Loves Excelling 
9. Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
10. Once in Royal David’s City 
11. On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
12. Little Town of Bethlehem 

 
Think, pray, reflect, and join me in preparing the Sing Advent Devotional.  We may not all be rock 
stars, but this Christmas season, we are going to sing like one. 

 
Peace, 
  
 
 
Rev. Dr. Alan Dorway        
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A Season of Peace: Sept 5 - Oct 3 (World Communion Sunday) 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering is one of four special    

annual offerings of the PCUSA.  

Through participation in this  offering, our church is extending 

Christ’s peace throughout our community and our world. The 

Peace & Global Witness Offering supports ministries that work 

for reconciliation and facilitate healing.  25% of the offering stays 

local, 25% regional, and 50% supports the work for peace &   

reconciliation being done by Presbyterians across the globe. 

Offerings may be collected at church through October 3 or 

mailed to the church office. Envelopes will be available at 

church. Please note Peace & Global Witness Offering on your 

check. 

Through our gifts we draw closer to Gods peace, trusting in the 

God of Peace at all times & in all ways. 

Thank you,  

Your Mission Committee 

Special Dates: 

World Communion Sunday, October 3, 2021 

Reformation Sunday, October 31, 2021 
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Adult Sunday School: Lost Christianities 

Our new Sunday school series is underway. It is based on a series of recorded 

lectures by Professor Bart Ehrman of the University of North Carolina           

Department of Religious Studies. This course explores the remarkable diversity 

of   beliefs and writings propounded by people who considered themselves to be 

Christians in the first few centuries AD.  

We will hear about the many Christian writings of the first few centuries that 

were often fanciful and entertaining, but which did not end up being included in 

the New Testament canon of Scripture. Some of these writings were eventually 

considered to be harmless, but not to belong in the core canon of Scripture, 

while other writings were considered to be misleading and even dangerous to 

salvation. The course is a fascinating study of what we present-day Christians 

generally take for granted and what perhaps could have been if Christian history 

had taken another direction.  

While in modern times there remain notable variations in belief and emphasis 

between different Christian sects and denominations, these differences pale 

compared to more radical differences in understanding of the Christian message 

in the earliest days of Christianity. Interestingly, many “new” interpretations of 

the Christian message are not new at all, but merely the return of old ideas that have been rejected previously as 

erroneous. On the other hand, there is also room within the Christian faith for new interpretation and growing 

understanding that remains within the bounds of what is considered orthodox. 

Priscilla Circle  

Priscilla Circle will be meeting on Monday, October 11, at 11:30am in Calvin Lounge. We have 
selected "What My Grandmothers Taught Me" as our study book. It highlights some of the women 

who preceded Jesus. Sonya Beardsley will lead the first lesson and Lois Tysseling will serve as 
hostess. Dues are due for those who haven't paid.  If you need a study book, please see Sonya. 

Study books are $10. All women are welcome. You may bring a sack lunch if you desire. Covid 
protocols are required, including the wearing of masks. 
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Library Update - October 2021  

Although the library, like the church building that houses it, has yet to open on a regular 

schedule, in-person worship makes it easier than ever to fill any requests you may have. Our 

collection is still totally yours for the asking, just not handy for browsing right now. 

 

As you probably know, it’s easy to check online ( https://15781.rmwebopac.com/Search ) for 

availability of specific items. For example, when I learned from Pastor Alan that we would be 

using Brian McLaren’s We Make the Path by Walking for a new year-long study, I remembered 

that we had several other titles by that author already in our library. I have enjoyed them and 

hope you might also. All of them predate We Make the Road by Walking. Here’s the list in 

alphabetical rather than chronological order. Just reading the titles is thought-provoking! 

 

Adventures in Missing the Point: How the Culture-controlled Church Neutered the Gospel  

 270.8 McL         (c2003) 

 

Church on the Other Side: Doing Ministry in the Postmodern Matrix  (c2002) 

 262.001 McL 

 

Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crises, and a Revolution of Hope  (c2007) 

 261.22 McL 

 

More Ready than You Realize: Evangelism as Dance in the Postmodern Matrix (c2002)  

 269.2 McL 

 

Naked Spirituality: a Life with God in 12 Simple Words    (c2011) 

 248.32 McL 

 

A New Kind of Christian: A Tale of Two Friends on a Spiritual Journey  (c2001) 

 248.4 McL 

 

Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and Mohammed Cross the Road?:  

 Christian Identity in a Multi-Faith World     (c2012) 

 261.2 McL 

 

Of course, many other books on varied topics are also there for your pleasure and enlightenment. 

 

 

 

Keep reading. Keep in touch. 

 

Shirley Solberg 425-501-1607 or 425-252-2706 shirley.solberg@icloud.com 

 

 

 



For Zoom meeting details and additional Book Group information, please visit our website 

at http://www.firstpreschurch.com/book-group 
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Fourth Monday Book Group - October 2021 
 

The days ahead for Fourth Monday Book Group promise good reads to come! Our choices, listed 

here, are all fiction. No book sets, but they should prove worth the effort to obtain them through 

local libraries or book dealers. To whet your appetite, each listing includes a brief comment from 

a published reviewer or a fellow reader. 

 

The selections for October and November are both historical fiction from different time 

periods… December’s novel leans heavily on the memories of a northern Minnesota small town 

pastor. It’s a feel good, heartwarming story just right for the seasons of Advent and Christmas.  

 

October 25 A Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner     

        Leader - David Dorway 
 
“Weaves a compelling tapestry of past and present, of love and loss and learning to love again, of two 

women connected through time in a rich and unique way.”—Lisa Wingate 

 

November 22 The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict & Victoria 

Christopher Murray    Leader - TBA 
 

“A powerful take on the accomplishments of J.P. Morgan’s librarían...Benedict and Murray do a 

great job capturing Belle’s passion and tenacity as she carves a place for herself in a racist male-

dominated society. This does fine justice to a remarkable historical figure.” 

—Publishers Weekly 

 

December 27 Good News from North Haven: a Year in the Life of a Small 

Town by Michael Lindvall   Leader - TBA 
 

A small-town church account, each chapter a separate story, all neatly in order, beginning and 

ending with Christmas as a year should! 

 

“I enjoyed the stories. I often laughed and sometimes cried. Although they were fiction, they 

rang true to my experiences serving as a pastor in many small churches. Review by reader 

“Judy” 

 

Please let me know if you are not on the book group email list and would like to be. Then check 

your email for Zoom links or any necessary changes in schedule. I hope to see you via Zoom 

October 25, November 22, and again on December 27. 

 

Shirley Solberg (425-501-1607 or 425-252-2706)  shirley.solberg@icloud.com  

 

http://www.firstpreschurch.com/book-group
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2021 
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The Northwest Coast Presbytery Invites you to Think Again  at the VERGE Conference                         

October 9 - 8:30 am - 12:30pm 

Think Again 

 

This last year has been a cataclysm for the familiar way of doing church. 

But the early Jesus movement--especially as recorded in the Book of Acts--thrived 

in a time of immense change and uncertainty. One could argue most of the New 

Testament is an explosion of new reflection among a religious community on how 

to "think again" about their faith: the core of what God has always called them to 

do, how to continue without the old temple model, how to enter a broader vision 

of God's work with different people groups they'd always avoided. 

Some of you are weary. Trying to prop up, or maintain, old models of what a   

Presbyterian church looked like for past generations, is not the call of Christ. 

This VERGE in October, we are taking this moment in Northwest Coast Presbytery's 

history seriously: how can we "think again" about who God in Christ has called us 

to be in our neighborhoods? 

We have invited speakers to guide us through the hard--and exciting--questions 

Christians are facing in America today. If there was ever a time to come to VERGE, 

and to bring as many of your congregants as you can, this Fall is it. 

 

Find complete details and registration at: 

https://verge.northwestcoast.org/verge-2021 

 

https://verge.northwestcoast.org/verge-2021
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Dear Friend, 
 
You are invited to join us for an Open House Celebrating the relocation of 
Esther's Place. At Esther's Place, our mission is to create a safe, warm & 
clean place for women leading difficult lives to find a welcoming         
community, hot meals during the day, and then helping them to find safe, 
permanent, and sustainable housing.   

 

HEALING BEGINS WITH BELONGING  

October 5, 2021 

5:00 PM -7:00 PM 

New address: 

3705 Broadway, Everett, WA 
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10/1 Mary Grosse 

10/1 Theresa McLaury 

10/3 Jay Kuhnhenn 

10/3 Nancy Torrence 

10/4 Joshua Miniken 

10/4 Judy Pitcher 

10/5 Jamie Hunter 

10/5 Jeff Solberg 

10/7 Bob Barren 

10/11 Al Findlay 

10/11 Dorothy Nerison 

10/12 Doug Farnham 

10/13 Alan Villesvik 

10/17 Sarah Scoringe 

10/18 Marilee Richards 

10/24 Vicki Dorway 

10/24 Kathy Shubert 

10/27 Jan Weakley 

10/28 Judith Campbell 

10/28 Teresa Miniken 

OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS! 

The First Presbyterian Church of Everett sends greetings to all of  our members and 

friends celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this month.  

Join us in wishing the following members a happy birthday and/or happy anniversary (if 

you are a member or friend whose name is not  listed, please contact Doreen in the 

church office to update your record, so that we can include you in the future celebration 

listings): 

Anniversaries: 

Birthdays: 

10/4 Jered & Danielle Fowler 

10/8 Ken & Donna Bosman 

10/18 Nathan & Janie Solberg 

10/20 Steven & Peggy Ulvestad 

10/26 George & Shirley Lockeman 

10/29 Doug & Amy Farnham 

A very special    

Happy Birthday to  

Theresa McLaury! 

100 



E-Newsletter Submission 

Deadlines 

*PLEASE NOTE - During 

the pandemic, distribution of 

e-newsletters and the         

Carillon may be  interrupted. 

We thank you for your      

understanding.*  

If you have information you 

would like included in          

upcoming 2nd and 4th Monday 

e-newsletters, please send that 

information to                      

sondra@firstpreschurch.com 

by the following deadlines: 

October 7, 2021 (for 2nd 

Monday) 

October 21, 2021 (for 4th 

Monday) 

If you have information you 

would like included in         

upcoming edition of  The     

Carillon, please e-mail your 

submission to                      

sondra@firstpreschurch.com 

by the deadline noted below. 

The  Carillon is distributed on 

the last Sunday. Upcoming 

Deadline:  

October 17, 2021 

 

ALL SUBMISSIONS DUE 

BY 5:00PM ON DUE DATE. 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2021 

Join us on Sunday October 3rd at 

11:30am, as we build community over a 

bowl of soup in Westminster Hall. This is 

a free meal sponsored by our Deacons.   

Come meet and learn about our deacons 

at this fun event where all are welcome! 



15 

Hybrid Worship - Sundays at 10am on Facebook 

If you are unable to attend in-person worship, we invite you to join us for an 

interactive virtual Sunday worship service, Sundays at 10:00am on the 

church’s Facebook page. Just be on our Facebook page at 10:00am and 

wait for the live video to start. If you have not had an opportunity to like or 

follow us on Facebook, you can do so by   visiting https://

www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchofEverett/  

 

You can hear and/or view previous worship services and find worship 

guides on our mobile app or by visiting our website at https://

firstpreschurch.com/sermons 

You can also watch our worship services on our You Tube channel. Subscribe today by visiting  https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBm4b8eSW9TqN1e1RoFkdag?view_as=public  

 

Worship guides are posted on our website, the Saturday before worship. 

 

 

Lunch with Alan 

Prepare a lunch and sign on for a 

simple and fun opportunity to   

connect with one another. Lunch 

with Alan takes place Tuesdays at 

noon on Zoom. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/4319124902?

pwd=aWVCbHM1bCs5dTE3Y1I2

ZkpLUEZTdz09 

Meeting ID: 431 912 4902 

Passcode: FPCE21! 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchofEverett/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchofEverett/
https://firstpreschurch.com/sermons
https://firstpreschurch.com/sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBm4b8eSW9TqN1e1RoFkdag?view_as=public
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBm4b8eSW9TqN1e1RoFkdag?view_as=public
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4319124902?pwd=aWVCbHM1bCs5dTE3Y1I2ZkpLUEZTdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4319124902?pwd=aWVCbHM1bCs5dTE3Y1I2ZkpLUEZTdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4319124902?pwd=aWVCbHM1bCs5dTE3Y1I2ZkpLUEZTdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4319124902?pwd=aWVCbHM1bCs5dTE3Y1I2ZkpLUEZTdz09


Church Leadership 
Moderator – Alan Dorway 

 

 

 

Ruling Elders 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Steve Hammond Marne Larson Elizabeth Nelson 

Jamie Hunter Bill Grosse Debbie Roberts 

David Baer-

Peckham 
John Gebert Roy Yates 

   

Deacons  

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Marilyn Minch Lisa Comstock Sonya Beardsley 

Doris Pearson Bob Barren Amy Farnham 

Ed Pearson Barbara Barren  


