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Off the Wall by Rev. Dr. Alan Dorway

Web vjust completed a meaningful Holy Week here at FPOlEr Chancel Choir
performed deautiful cantatan Palm Sunday. We had hearty and healthy soups befor
our Maundy Thursday worship. | was grateful to lead prayers on Good Fridayin Add
successful work party on Saturday and we were drawn to Easter Sunday. The rains
for our sunrise servicat Mukilteo Beach and we warmed up with a breakfast provided
our Deacons. Themve celebrated Easter together. Whether you jamed -personfor

all or someof theseor joined usonline, | am grateful to be your pastor and serve as we |
grow in ourfaith together.

Top off Easter with some good family time and | am exhausted. | know we alDardaith calls us to enga
in life and life moves quickly. | know we balance between moments of grace and grief, loneliness and
andneedsio cal m and turning up the celebration.

the pandemic and we continue to be faithful in our following of Jesus as we move into this chapter in o
churchoés history.

In 2020, you honored me by allavg me to plan and take a Sabbatidalom our Northwest Coast Presbyte
fA sabbaticals a planned time of study and renewal by which one seeks personal and professional grc
concept of a sabbatical comes from the seasons of life affirmed Jewhsh Bible/Old Testament. There is
commandment to honor the seventh day and to keep it Holy, in that same spirit there is a call to have
year where the land and the laborers are given a rest. The idea of a Sabbatical every seventhdyeayrtw
and recharge is of tremendous benefit for the pastor and for the church. It is an opportunity for a minis
engage from regular and routine tasks so that their ministry may be viewed from a new perspective, ar
soul renewed to servefreshed. It is not a prolonged vacation. Through reflection, prayer, restastdy
travel, one finds through this temporary vocation, the promise of God who sustains us through a perioc
reflection, leading to the renewal of energy upon the retutnioe per manent call . 0

However, we know our world changed in 2020 and | delayed my Sabbatical until this summer. Sessio
approved my plan for th8abbaticaland | will be gone Mondaylune &hroughWednesdaySeptember 6.

Effectively, | will preach and lead worship on June 5 and be back in the pulpit on September 11. Durir
time, we will have pastoral and preaching coverdggrt of the challenge of a Sabbatical is thaill not be

respondingtonar ul f i I I i ng my 06 n or esrhnier. Yesswmayrsee leacldatheriinghs
community, but I will be taking time to visit family and friends and recharge my batteries. | know this is
privilege and | do not take this time for granted.ml seeking to use this time to walk with Jesus and learn
about sustainable practices of leadership to help me lead and guide our congregation in the years to ¢

More information will becoming,and | know this summer will be different. Yet, we knowdXxontinues to
refine and redeem us as we walk with Jesus and grow in our discipleship. | believe the Holy Spirit will
accomplishing amazing things for all of us, even when we do not expect it or are lwo&inghearts, lives,
and congregation.

Peace,
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