
SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE 
James 2:1–13 — Wealth, Poverty & Partiality 

 

Brief Summary 
James warns that faith in Jesus cannot be combined with favoritism. When the church gives greater honor to 
the wealthy while treating the poor as less valuable, it contradicts the equality created by the gospel and 
becomes a failure to love our neighbors. James also challenges us to rethink wealth: poverty may be an 
obvious trial, but wealth can be a trial of stewardship and, at worst, an obstacle to faith. The call is to speak and 
act as people shaped by the “law of liberty,” remembering that mercy must mark the way we treat others. 

1. FAITH MUST REJECT FAVORITISM 
James begins with a concrete picture: a wealthy person enters the assembly and receives a place of honor, 
while a poor person is told to stand or sit at someone’s feet. The issue is not simply bad manners; it is what 
happens when the church begins assigning value to people based on what they possess. 

“What’s at stake is the equality created by the gospel and the power of its mercy.” 
Takeaways 
• Faith in Jesus should change the way we see and value people. 
• Favoritism creates distinctions among people that the gospel does not make. 
• We should pay attention to who we naturally honor, notice, or overlook. 

Discussion Questions 
1. What kinds of people do you naturally find yourself giving more attention, respect, or honor to? What do you 

think influences that instinct? 
2. Where do you see subtle forms of favoritism in everyday life—at church, work, school, social settings, or 

elsewhere? 
3. What might it look like for our group to intentionally notice and value people who are easy to overlook? 
 

2. WEALTH AND POVERTY ARE BOTH TRIALS 
James challenges the assumption that poverty is a trial while wealth is automatically a blessing. He points to 
the poor as people who may be “rich in faith,” while also warning that wealth can become a burden of 
stewardship or an obstacle to faith. Wealth itself does not make someone a bad person; the question is how 
wealth shapes our dependence on God and our treatment of others. 

“We need to change our view of wealth from blessing to trial.” 
Takeaways 
• Poverty can be a genuine trial, but wealth can also test our faithfulness. 
• Wealth is not inherently sinful; it carries significant responsibility and temptation. 
• The gospel calls us to see both wealth and poverty through the lens of faith. 

 
Discussion Questions 
1. When you hear someone is getting a raise, promotion, or financial success, what is your instinctive 

response? What might it look like to treat that moment as an opportunity for prayer and stewardship? 
2. What are some ways wealth can quietly become a substitute for trust in God—security, control, status, 

comfort, independence, or something else? 
3. Why do you think it is easier to recognize poverty as a trial than to recognize wealth as one? 
4. How might your relationship with money change if you viewed wealth primarily as a stewardship 

responsibility rather than simply as a blessing? 
5. What would it look like to become “rich in faith” regardless of your financial circumstances? 



3. LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR: MERCY MUST SHAPE OUR RESPONSE 
James calls the command to “love your neighbor as yourself” the “royal law.” Partiality is not a small relational 
preference; it is sin because it violates the law of love. James reminds us that we are judged by the “law of 
liberty” and therefore must learn to speak and act with mercy. 

“Mercy triumphs over judgment.” 
Takeaways 
• Loving our neighbor means more than avoiding obvious mistreatment. 
• Partiality reveals a heart that is assigning different value to different people. 
• Because we have received mercy, mercy should characterize the way we treat others. 
• Christian freedom is not freedom to favor whom we prefer; it is freedom to love others well. 

Discussion Questions 
1. Think about the people you naturally find easy to love. Who is harder for you to notice, understand, or value? 

Why? 
2. How can our assumptions about someone's appearance, income, job, education, influence, or social status 

affect the way we treat them? 
3. What is the difference between showing appropriate honor to someone and showing favoritism toward them? 
4. Where might God be inviting you to replace judgment with mercy in a relationship or situation right now? 
5. What would a church that truly lived out “love your neighbor as yourself” look like in practical terms? 

 
Bringing It Together 
James confronts three connected realities: favoritism distorts how we see people, wealth and poverty both test 
our faith, and the law of love calls us to respond with mercy. The question is not simply whether we believe the 
gospel, but whether the gospel is reshaping the way we assign value, handle resources, and treat our 
neighbors. 

Group Reflection 
Take a few minutes to reflect on how this passage challenges the way you see people, wealth, and mercy. 
1. Who is someone you may be tempted to value primarily because of what they can offer—status, influence, 

money, talent, connection, or approval? How might Jesus be calling you to see that person differently? 
2. Who is someone you may be tempted to overlook? What would it look like to intentionally notice, listen to, or 

serve that person? 
3. In what area of your life do you most need to rethink wealth—as blessing, responsibility, temptation, or 

stewardship? 
4. Where are you most aware of a need for mercy right now—either in how you receive it from God or how you 

extend it to someone else? 
 

Final Group Question 
James asks us to examine whether our faith is actually shaping the way we treat people. As you think about 
your life right now, where is God most clearly challenging you to grow: rejecting favoritism, changing your view 
of wealth, or practicing greater mercy? What would one concrete step look like this week? 
 

Prayer Focus 
• Ask God to expose places where we show favoritism or make distinctions among people. 
• Ask God to help us see both wealth and poverty through the lens of faith and stewardship. 
• Ask God to make us rich in faith and dependent on him regardless of our circumstances. 
 


