Title: Stop Making God. Start Being God’s Image.
Primary Scripture: Exodus 20:2-6

INTRODUCTION: DIVINE NAVIGATION VS. ELECTRIC FENCE
* Electric Fence vs. GPS: An electric fence exists purely to contain and shock; a
GPS provides turn-by-turn navigation to keep you alive on the road.
* The 'Ten Words': The Commandments are not cold, restrictive rules, they are
divine navigation given by a loving Creator to lead us into real life.
e The Call: Commandment #2 is an invitation to stop reducing God into dead
objects and start being His living image.

PART 1: THE TRAP OF REDUCTION

* Replacing vs. Reducing: Idolatry isn't just swapping Yahweh for a pagan god;
it's shrinking the transcendent God down to a size we can manage and control.

* The Golden Calf Incident: Aaron didn't replace Yahweh; he built a calf and
declared, "Tomorrow shall be a feast to Yahweh!" He tried to contain God in a
familiar symbol of strength.

*  Modern Reductions of God:

1. Political Ideology: Assuming God agrees with our ballot or political party.

2. Self-Help / Vending Machine: Treating God as a personal genie or life
coach.

3. Moralistic Therapeutic Deism: Believing God’s main goal is our personal
happiness and that He only steps in when we have a problem.

PART 2: THE ABSURDITY OF MODERN IDOLS
* Biblical "Trash Talk": Prophets like Habakkuk and Ezekiel called out idols as
mute, useless, and "disgusting waste" (gillulim).
e Our Modern Equivalents:
o  Screen Obsession: Seeking identity and validation from plastic rectangles
o Consumerism Trap: Sacrificing financial peace to bow down to
depreciating luxury items.
o  Gurus & Life Coaches: Paying thousands to "junk doctors" selling
placebo promises of happiness.
o Disposable Dopamine: Feeding our souls on spiritual sewage—gossip,
outrage, and pornography.

PART 3: THE PARADOX OF THE IMAGE
*  Why No Carved Images? Because God already made an image of Himself—YOU
(Tselem).
* The Modern Tragedy: We look past the living images of God (our neighbors) to
worship dead, artificial things:
1. Virtual Over Real: Seeking intimacy from Al and algorithms while ignoring
real people right in front of us.
2. Products Over People: Treating luxury items like royalty while treating
service workers or the homeless like trash.



CONCLUSION: BE THE IMAGE

The Flip: The negative command ("Don't make an image") flips into a positive
calling ("BE the image").

Finding God's Reflection: The nearest reflection of God's mystery on earth is
found by looking into the eyes of your neighbor, spouse, coworker, or enemy.
Closing lllustration: A driver in a rainstorm taped a static family photo over his
active GPS screen because he wanted something familiar to look at, nearly
driving off a cliff.

Takeaway: Stop taping static, dead images over God's active voice. Tear off the
pictures, look into the eyes of your neighbor, and step out into the world as the
living image of God.



