
5-Day Devotional: When God Loves Your Enemy

Day 1: God's Unchanging Love
Reading: Jonah 4:1-11

Devotional: As we read about Jonah's anger towards God's mercy for Nineveh, we're confronted with a 
challenging truth: God's love extends even to those we may consider enemies. Jonah struggled to accept 
God's compassion for a city he despised. How often do we find ourselves in a similar position, resistant 
to the idea that God's grace could reach those we deem unworthy? Today, reflect on the vastness of 
God's love - a love that pursued you when you were far from Him. Consider: Is there someone in your 
life you struggle to love? How might God be calling you to extend His unchanging love to them? God's 
mercy isn't rationed based on human worthiness; it flows freely from His nature. When we resist His 
grace toward others, we reveal our own misunderstanding of grace. Like Jonah under the withered plant, 
we often care more about our comfort than God's compassion for souls.

Reflection Question: Who in your life represents your "Nineveh" - someone you'd rather see judged 
than shown mercy?

Action Step: Write down the name of one person you struggle to love and pray for their well-being 
today.

"God's love never ceases. Never. Though we spurn him, ignore him, reject him, his love never falters." - 
Max Lucado

Day 2: The Sign of Jonah
Reading: Matthew 12:38-41

Devotional: Jesus points to Jonah's experience as a foreshadowing of His own death and resurrection. 
Just as Jonah spent three days in the belly of the fish, Jesus would spend three days in the heart of the 
earth. This 'sign of Jonah' reminds us that God's plan of salvation often looks different from what we 
expect. The religious leaders wanted a spectacular sign, but Jesus offered something far greater - His 
sacrificial love. Today, consider where you might be demanding 'signs' from God instead of trusting His 
work in your life. How can you embrace the ultimate sign of God's love - the cross and empty tomb? 



The greatest miracle isn't found in external displays of power but in the transformed heart. Christ's 
resurrection proves that God can bring life from death, hope from despair, and redemption from ruin. We 
don't need more signs; we need eyes to see the magnificent sign already given.

Reflection Question: What "signs" are you demanding from God instead of trusting the finished work 
of Christ?

Action Step: Spend five minutes meditating on the cross and resurrection, thanking God for this 
ultimate demonstration of love.

"The cross is the lightning rod of grace that short-circuits God's wrath to Christ so that only the light of 
His love remains for believers." - A.W. Tozer

Day 3: Repentance and God's Mercy
Reading: Luke 15:11-32

Devotional: The story of the prodigal son beautifully illustrates God's heart towards those who turn 
back to Him. Like the Ninevites who repented at Jonah's reluctant preaching, the son returns home 
expecting judgment but receives mercy instead. This parable challenges us to examine our own hearts. 
Are we more like the welcoming father or the resentful older brother? Reflect on times when you've 
experienced God's forgiveness. How can you cultivate a heart that rejoices when others receive God's 
mercy, even if you think they don't deserve it? True repentance isn't just feeling sorry; it's turning around 
and heading home to the Father. The beauty of this story lies not in the son's deserving, but in the 
father's extravagant love. Notice that the father doesn't wait for an apology - he runs to embrace his 
returning child. This is the heart of God toward every repentant sinner.

Reflection Question: Are you celebrating God's mercy toward others, or do you find yourself keeping 
score like the older brother?

Action Step: Write out the name of someone you’re struggling with. Take a few minutes to pray for 
them.

"To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you." - 
C.S. Lewis

Day 4: Loving Our Enemies
Reading: Matthew 5:43-48

Devotional: Jesus' command to love our enemies is one of the most challenging aspects of following 
Him. It goes against our natural instincts and cultural norms. Yet, this is precisely what sets apart the 
kingdom of God. When we love those who oppose us, we reflect the character of our heavenly Father, 
who "causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good." Today, identify someone you struggle to love. 
How can you take a small step towards showing them God's love? Remember, this love isn't about 
approving of wrong actions, but about desiring God's best for all people. Enemy-love is supernatural - it 
cannot be manufactured by human effort alone. It requires God's Spirit working through us, 



transforming our natural hostility into divine compassion. This kind of love doesn't make sense to the 
world, which is exactly why it bears such powerful witness to Christ's reality in our lives.

Reflection Question: How does loving your enemies demonstrate that you are a child of your Heavenly 
Father?

Action Step: Do one kind act for someone who has wronged you or whom you naturally dislike.

"Love is the greatest apologetic. It is the essential component in reaching the whole person in a 
fragmented world." - Ravi Zacharias

Day 5: God's Pursuit of the Lost
Reading: Luke 19:1-10

Devotional: The story of Zacchaeus reminds us that Jesus actively seeks out those society deems 
unworthy. Like the Ninevites in Jonah's time, Zacchaeus was seen as an enemy by his own people. Yet 
Jesus' love transformed him. This narrative challenges us to see people as God sees them - not as 
irredeemable enemies, but as potential recipients of grace. Reflect on your own journey: How has God 
pursued you? How might He be calling you to participate in His mission of seeking and saving the lost? 
Consider reaching out to someone you've previously written off, recognizing that God's transformative 
love can reach anyone. Jesus didn't wait for Zacchaeus to clean up his life first - He invited Himself into 
the mess. This is how God works: He meets us where we are, not where we should be. When we partner 
with God in seeking the lost, we become conduits of His pursuing love in a broken world.

Reflection Question: Who has God placed in your path that you've been avoiding because they seem 
too far gone or too different?

Action Step: Initiate a conversation with someone you've previously dismissed, seeking to understand 
their story.

"The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the 
very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope." - Timothy 
Keller


