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5-Day Devotional: Justice, Mercy, and Grace

Day 1: God's Justice and Mercy
Reading: Micah 6:6-8, Romans 3:21-26

What does the Lord require of you? This ancient question echoes through the ages, piercing through our
religious busyness and elaborate attempts to earn God's favor. The Israelites wondered if they needed to
bring thousands of rams or rivers of oil. We wonder if we need to do more, be more, achieve more. But
God's answer is beautifully simple and profoundly transformative: act justly, love mercy, and walk
humbly with Him.

This isn't about checking boxes or performing religious duties. It's about becoming people whose hearts
beat in rhythm with God's own heart. When we pursue justice, we reflect God's character in a broken
world. When we love mercy, we extend the same grace we've received. When we walk humbly, we
acknowledge that our righteousness is a gift, not an achievement. This is the life Jesus embodied and
invites us into—a life where love for God naturally flows into love for others.

Reflection Question: In what specific way is God calling you to reflect His justice and mercy today?
Action Step: Look up the definition of mercy. Write it out somewhere visible.

"He has showed you, O man, what is good. This is one of the most gracious verses in the Bible. God
does not hide His will from us; He shows it clearly." — J.I. Packer

Day 2: Warning and Hope

Reading: Micah 2:1-5, 2:12-13

God's warnings are never the end of the story. Even as Micah pronounced judgment on those who
schemed evil and exploited the vulnerable, he immediately followed with a promise: "I will surely

gather all of you." This is the heart of our Father—discipline wrapped in love, correction leading to
restoration. God doesn't warn us to crush us, but to wake us up before we destroy ourselves.



The remnant God promises to gather isn't perfect people, but responsive people. They're the ones who
hear the warning and turn back. They're the ones who trust that even in discipline, God's intent is always
redemption. Whatever you're facing today — whether it's the consequences of your own choices or the
trials of living in a broken world —remember that God is in the business of gathering, restoring, and
leading His people home.

Reflection Question: Is there an area of your life where you've been ignoring God's gentle warnings?

Action Step: Set aside 15 minutes for honest confession. Write down one destructive pattern God has
been highlighting, confess it specifically, and then write out a declaration of the hope and freedom He
offers you.

"God's severe judgment is a severe mercy, given to save us from far worse evil that would come if we
were left alone." — Timothy Keller

Day 3: The Promise of the Messiah
Reading: Micah 5:2-5a, Matthew 2:1-6

Seven hundred years before Jesus was born, God spoke through Micah about a ruler coming from tiny,
insignificant Bethlehem. Seven centuries of waiting. Seven centuries of silence. Seven centuries of
wondering if God had forgotten His promise. But God never forgets. His plans unfold across
generations, spanning empires and outlasting kingdoms.

The fulfillment of this prophecy should ignite hope in our hearts. The God who kept His promise about
the Messiah will keep every promise He's made to you. Your waiting is not wasted. Your unanswered
prayers are not unheard. God is weaving a story far grander than you can see from your limited
perspective. The same God who orchestrated history to bring Jesus into the world at exactly the right
time is orchestrating your life with the same meticulous care and love.

Reflection Question: What promise from God are you waiting to see fulfilled in your life?

Action Step: Create a "remembrance marker" —write down one promise God has already fulfilled in
your life and one you're still waiting on. Keep this where you can see it daily as a reminder of God's
faithfulness.

"God is never in a hurry, but He is always on time." — Corrie ten Boom

Day 4: Faith in the Face of Persecution
Reading: Matthew 5:10-12, 2 Corinthians 4:7-18

The 21 Coptic Christians who walked to their deaths on a Libyan beach in 2015, many of them calling
out to Jesus with their final breaths, force us to confront an uncomfortable question: Would our faith
hold in the face of death? Their courage wasn't superhuman—it was Christ in them. They understood
something that we often forget in our comfortable Christianity: this life is the blink of an eye, and
eternity stretches forever.



You may never face physical martyrdom, but you will face moments that test your faith. Maybe it's the
mockery at work, the exclusion from social circles, the quiet pressure to compromise your values. In
those moments, remember that persecution isn't a sign that God has abandoned you—it's a sign that
you're walking the same path Jesus walked. The early Christians actually rejoiced when they faced
persecution because it meant they were counted worthy to suffer for the Name. This eternal perspective
transforms everything.

Reflection Question: If following Jesus cost you everything, would it still be worth it?

Action Step: Pray by name for three countries where Christians face severe persecution. Then examine
your own life: identify one area where you've been compromising your faith for comfort or acceptance,
and commit to bold faithfulness there.

"When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die." — Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Day 5: Grace for the Greatest Sinner
Reading: Acts 9:1-19, 1 Timothy 1:12-17

Devotional

If God can save Saul —the man who dragged Christians from their homes, who stood by approvingly as

Stephen was stoned, who made it his mission to destroy the church—then no one is beyond the reach of
His grace. Absolutely no one. Not the worst sinner you can imagine. Not the person who's hurt you most
deeply. Not even you, with all the secrets you carry and the sins you can't seem to shake.

Paul never forgot where he came from. He called himself the "worst of sinners," not out of false
humility, but out of genuine amazement that God would choose him. This memory didn't paralyze him
with shame —it propelled him into passionate service. When you truly grasp how much you've been
forgiven, you can't help but overflow with grace toward others. Your past doesn't disqualify you; in
God's economy, it becomes the very thing that equips you to extend radical grace to others.

Reflection Question: Who in your life seems "unreachable" by God's grace, and how might God be
calling you to be an instrument of His love toward them?

Action Step: Think of someone who has hurt you or someone you've written off as beyond change. Do
something tangible today to extend grace to them — offer forgiveness, pray blessing over them, or reach
out with genuine kindness. Let your transformed life become a testimony of grace.

"There is nothing but God's grace. We walk upon it; we breathe it; we live and die by it; it makes the
nails and axles of the universe." — Robert Louis Stevenson



