


1 And the high priest said, “Are these things 
so?” 2 And Stephen said: “Brothers and 

fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared 
to our father Abraham when he was in 

Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and 
said to him, Go out from your land and from 
your kindred and go into the land that I will 

show you.’ 4 Then he went out from the land of 
the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after 
his father died, God removed him from there 

into this land in which you are now living.

Acts 7:1-8



5 Yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a 
foot's length, but promised to give it to him as a 

possession and to his offspring after him, though he 
had no child. 6 And God spoke to this effect—that his 
offspring would be sojourners in a land belonging to 

others, who would enslave them and afflict them 
four hundred years. 7 ‘But I will judge the nation that 
they serve,’ said God, ‘and after that they shall come 
out and worship me in this place.’ 8 And he gave him 

the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham 
became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on 

the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of 
Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.

Acts 7:1-8



1. The God of glory calls us to a life of faith.

A. Abraham was called a friend of God.



27 Now these are the generations of Terah. 
Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran; 

and Haran fathered Lot. 28 Haran died in the 
presence of his father Terah in the land of 
his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 And 
Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of 
Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of 

Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran 
the father of Milcah and Iscah.

Genesis 11:27-12:4



30 Now Sarai was barren; she had no child. 
31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son 

of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his 
daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife, and 
they went forth together from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, 

but when they came to Haran, they settled 
there. 32 The days of Terah were 205 years, 

and Terah died in Haran. 

Genesis 11:27-12:4



1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And 
I will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless 

those who bless you, and him who dishonors 
you I will curse, and in you all the families 
of the earth shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram 
went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot 

went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he departed from Haran.

Genesis 11:27-12:4



1. The God of glory calls us to a life of faith.

A. Abraham was called a friend of God.

1. Abraham was called a friend of 
God because he believed God’s Word.

2. Abraham was called a friend of God 
because he obeyed God’s command.



1. The God of glory calls us to a life of faith.
B. Jesus calls us friends.

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as 
I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, 

that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do 
I call you servants, for the servant does not know what 
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all 
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 

you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 

your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the 
Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I 

command you, so that you will love one another.


John 15:12-17



1. The God of glory calls us to a life of faith.
B. Jesus calls us friends.

1. Jesus laid down his life for us.

2. Jesus commands us to love one another.

APPLICATION
Our love for the brethren is evidence of 

our life of faith to which the God of glory 
has called us to live.



9 “And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold 
him into Egypt; but God was with him 10 and 

rescued him out of all his afflictions and 
gave him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh, 

king of Egypt, who made him ruler over 
Egypt and over all his household. 11 Now 

there came a famine throughout all Egypt 
and Canaan, and great affliction, and our 

fathers could find no food. 12 But when Jacob 
heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent 

out our fathers on their first visit.

Acts 7:9-16



13 And on the second visit Joseph made 
himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's 

family became known to Pharaoh. 14 And 
Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father 
and all his kindred, seventy-five persons in 
all. 15 And Jacob went down into Egypt, and 

he died, he and our fathers, 16 and they were 
carried back to Shechem and laid in the 

tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of 
silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.

Acts 7:9-16



2. The God of glory rescues us 
from a life of failure.

A. Joseph was fully delivered 
from his difficulties.

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their possessions that 
they had gathered, and the people that they 
had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go 
to the land of Canaan. When they came to the 
land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the 

land to the place at Shechem.

Genesis 12:5-6



2. The God of glory rescues us 
from a life of failure.

B. Jesus is fully dedicated 
to our deliverance.

1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had 
heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more 
disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did 
not baptize, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea 

and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to 
pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of 
Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob 

had given to his son Joseph. 

John 4:1-14



2. The God of glory rescues us 
from a life of failure.

B. Jesus is fully dedicated 
to our deliverance.

6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was 
from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was 

about the sixth hour. 7 A woman from Samaria came to 
draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For 
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, 
a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” 

(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 

John 4:1-14



2. The God of glory rescues us 
from a life of failure.

B. Jesus is fully dedicated 
to our deliverance.

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would have given 
you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you 

have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. 
Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater 
than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank 

from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 

John 4:1-14



2. The God of glory rescues us 
from a life of failure.

B. Jesus is fully dedicated 
to our deliverance.

13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of 
this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever 

drinks of the water that I will give him will 
never be thirsty again. The water that I will 

give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.”

John 4:1-14



APPLICATION
The God of glory wants to have dealings 

with you and give you a gift. And, His gift 
satisfies fully and eternally!


