
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore,
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1



I .  A U T H O R S H I P
A. PAUL’S PERSON

1:1 “Paul, an apostle…”
3 QUALIFIERS: 

(1) Personally called by Christ. 
(2) Personally taught by Christ for 3 years.
(3) An eyewitness of the Risen Christ.



Acts 9:1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he 
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from 
heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground, 
he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are 
you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, 
Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting.



Acts 9:6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling 
with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but 
seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and 
although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So 
they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, 
and neither ate nor drank. 
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named 
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” 
And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”



Acts 9:11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the 
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for 
a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 
12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias 
come in and lay his hands on him so that he might 
regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I 
have heard from many about this man, how much evil 
he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he 
has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call 
on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he 
is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before 
the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I 
will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of 
my name.”



I .  A U T H O R S H I P

B. PAUL’S PURPOSE
1:15 “But when he  

who had set me apart 
before I was born, 

and who called me by his grace.”



I .  A U T H O R S H I P

C. PAUL’S PASSION
5:2 Look: “I, Paul, say to you 

that if you accept circumcision, 
Christ will be of no advantage to you.”



Galatians 4:12 Brothers, I entreat you, become as I 
am, for I also have become as you are. You did me 
no wrong. 13 You know it was because of a bodily 
ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first, 
14 and though my condition was a trial to you, you 
did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an 
angel of God, as Christ Jesus. 15 What then has 
become of your blessedness? For I testify to you 
that, if possible, you would have gouged out your 
eyes and given them to me.



Galatians 4:16 Have I then become your enemy by 
telling you the truth? 17 They make much of you, 
but for no good purpose. They want to shut you 
out, that you may make much of them. 18 It is 
always good to be made much of for a good 
purpose, and not only when I am present with you, 
19 my little children, for whom I am again in the 
anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 
20 I wish I could be present with you now and 
change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.



I I .  A U D I E N C E

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore,
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1



I I .  A U D I E N C E



Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they 
began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, 
and as many as were appointed to eternal life 
believed. 49 And the word of the Lord was 
spreading throughout the whole region. 50 But the 
Jews incited the devout women of high standing 
and the leading men of the city, stirred up 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove 
them out of their district. 51 But they shook off the 
dust from their feet against them and went to 
Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy 
and with the Holy Spirit.



I I I .  O C C A S I O N
CONTROVERSY

PAUL’S AGGRESSIVE TONE

UNITY IN CHRIST
REGARDLESS OF RACIAL DISTINCTIONS

SALVATION BY GRACE ALONE



I I I .  O C C A S I O N
3:1-3 O foolish Galatians! Who has 

bewitched you? It was before your eyes that 
Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as 

crucified. Let me ask you only this: Did you 
receive the Spirit by works of the law or by 

hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? 
Having begun by the Spirit, are you now 

being perfected by the flesh?



APPLICATION: We must walk a fine line—
on one hand, we do not want to fall into 
the legalism that the Galatians struggled 
with, but on the other, we cannot just live 

as if anything goes. The Christian’s 
commitment to Christ is based on the free 

gift of grace through faith, but as Paul 
articulated at the end of Galatians, it also 

results in a life of walking by the Spirit.


