
Joseph, Revelation, 
and Tools of the Trinity

Genesis 40 



[1] Some time after this, the cupbearer of the king of 
Egypt and his baker committed an offense against their 
lord the king of Egypt. [2] And Pharaoh was angry with 
his two officers, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 
[3] and he put them in custody in the house of the 
captain of the guard, in the prison where Joseph was 
confined. [4] The captain of the guard appointed Joseph 
to be with them, and he attended them. They continued 
for some time in custody.



[5] And one night they both dreamed—the cupbearer 
and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in 
the prison—each his own dream, and each dream with 
its own interpretation. [6] When Joseph came to them in 
the morning, he saw that they were troubled. [7] So he 
asked Pharaoh’s officers who were with him in custody 
in his master’s house, “Why are your faces downcast 
today?” [8] They said to him, “We have had dreams, and 
there is no one to interpret them.” And Joseph said to 
them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Please tell 
them to me.”



[9] So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph and said to him, 
“In my dream there was a vine before me, [10] and on the vine there 
were three branches. As soon as it budded, its blossoms shot forth, 
and the clusters ripened into grapes. [11] Pharaoh’s cup was in my 
hand, and I took the grapes and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup 
and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” [12] Then Joseph said to him, 
“This is its interpretation: the three branches are three days. [13] In 
three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your 
office, and you shall place Pharaoh’s cup in his hand as formerly, 
when you were his cupbearer. [14] Only remember me, when it is 
well with you, and please do me the kindness to mention me to 
Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house. [15] For I was indeed 
stolen out of the land of the Hebrews, and here also I have done 
nothing that they should put me into the pit.”



[16] When the chief baker saw that the interpretation 
was favorable, he said to Joseph, “I also had a dream: 
there were three cake baskets on my head, [17] and in 
the uppermost basket there were all sorts of baked food 
for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating it out of the 
basket on my head.” [18] And Joseph answered and said, 
“This is its interpretation: the three baskets are three 
days. [19] In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head—
from you!—and hang you on a tree. And the birds will 
eat the flesh from you.”



[20] On the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, he 
made a feast for all his servants and lifted up the head of 
the chief cupbearer and the head of the chief baker 
among his servants. [21] He restored the chief cupbearer 
to his position, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. 
[22] But he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had 
interpreted to them. [23] Yet the chief cupbearer did not 
remember Joseph, but forgot him.
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Context

1. Genesis Context: Genesis showcases the Trinity 
breaking into this world. 

2. Narrative Context: After years spent in slavery, 
Joseph now spends years unjustly imprisoned. 



The Timeline of 
Biblical Revelation



The Timeline of Biblical Revelation
Definition: In Scripture, Revelation refers to 
when/how The Trinity reveal themselves to 
Humanity. 
General Revelation: What is revealed to all. 
Examples include Creation and Morality.  



Psalm 19:1-6 [1] The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. [2] Day to 

day pours out speech, and night to night reveals 
knowledge.[3] There is no speech, nor are there words, 

whose voice is not heard.



The Timeline of Biblical Revelation
Definition: In Scripture, Revelation refers to 
when/how The Trinity reveal themselves to 
Humanity. 
General Revelation: What is revealed to all. 
Examples include. Creation and Morality.  
Special Revelation: What is revealed at a certain 
time/place. Examples Include Jesus’ Incarnation, 
God Appearing to the prophets, the Writing of 
The Word. 



Psalm 19:7-9 [7] The law of the LORD is perfect,        
reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure,        

making wise the simple;  [8] the precepts of the LORD 
are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the 
LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; [9] the fear of the 
LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD 

are true, and righteous altogether.



The Timeline of Biblical Revelation

1. Genesis-Deuteronomy: God appeared in Signs, 
Wonders, Dreams, and Visions (Mystical 
Revelation)
1. Joshua-Malachi: Upon the Giving of the Law, 
God drastically reduced the occurrence of 
Mystical Revelation, using that method only to 
Clarify the Law (The Writing of the Old Testament) 



The Timeline of Biblical Revelation

3. Matthew-John: Jesus claims to be the fullness 
of revelation by being God made manifest. 
(Incarnation) 
4. Acts-Revelations: These mystic forms of 
revelation were finally phased out through the 
formation of the fullness of scripture. (The 
Writing of the New Testament/The Canonization 
of The Bible) 



The Broken World
Vs. 1-8



[1] Some time after this, the cupbearer of the king of 
Egypt and his baker committed an offense against their 
lord the king of Egypt. [2] And Pharaoh was angry with 
his two officers, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 
[3] and he put them in custody in the house of the 
captain of the guard, in the prison where Joseph was 
confined. [4] The captain of the guard appointed Joseph 
to be with them, and he attended them. They continued 
for some time in custody.



[5] And one night they both dreamed—the cupbearer 
and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in 
the prison—each his own dream, and each dream with 
its own interpretation. [6] When Joseph came to them in 
the morning, he saw that they were troubled. [7] So he 
asked Pharaoh’s officers who were with him in custody 
in his master’s house, “Why are your faces downcast 
today?” [8] They said to him, “We have had dreams, and 
there is no one to interpret them.” And Joseph said to 
them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Please tell 
them to me.”



The Broken World: A 
Dilemma 

1. God seeks All.
2. All are aware of God 

to an extent. 



Romans 1:19-20[19] For what can be known about God 
is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. [20] 
For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 

creation of the world, in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse.



The Broken World: A 
Dilemma (Sin)

1. God seeks All.
2. All are aware of God.
3. All seek after what 

they want God to Be.
4. All fall short of the 

Glory of God. 



Romans 1:21-23 [21] For although they knew God, they 
did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. [22] Claiming to be wise, they became 

fools, [23] and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images resembling mortal man and birds and 

animals and creeping things.



The Broken World: A Solution (God’s 
Intervention)  

1. The Lord hears the cries of All.
2. The Lord responds to the cries of All. 
3. The Lord reveals himself to All.



2 Kings 20:5a “Turn back, and say to Hezekiah the leader 
of my people, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your 
father: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears.”



The Trinity hates pain, but will always use it as an 
opportunity to reveal themselves to us. 



Real Ministry
Vs. 9-23



[9] So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph and said to him, 
“In my dream there was a vine before me, [10] and on the vine there 
were three branches. As soon as it budded, its blossoms shot forth, 
and the clusters ripened into grapes. [11] Pharaoh’s cup was in my 
hand, and I took the grapes and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup 
and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” [12] Then Joseph said to him, 
“This is its interpretation: the three branches are three days. [13] In 
three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your 
office, and you shall place Pharaoh’s cup in his hand as formerly, 
when you were his cupbearer. [14] Only remember me, when it is 
well with you, and please do me the kindness to mention me to 
Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house. [15] For I was indeed 
stolen out of the land of the Hebrews, and here also I have done 
nothing that they should put me into the pit.”



[16] When the chief baker saw that the interpretation 
was favorable, he said to Joseph, “I also had a dream: 
there were three cake baskets on my head, [17] and in 
the uppermost basket there were all sorts of baked food 
for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating it out of the 
basket on my head.” [18] And Joseph answered and said, 
“This is its interpretation: the three baskets are three 
days. [19] In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head—
from you!—and hang you on a tree. And the birds will 
eat the flesh from you.”



Real Ministry: The Work

1. Joseph begins in Love. (Relationship) 
2. Joseph goes to the Lord first and foremost. 

(Prayer)  
3. Joseph relies on God’s Word, not his own 

intuition. (The Bible)  
4. Joseph comes from a Background of Faith (The 

Church) 



1 Corinthians 3:7[7] So neither those who plants nor 
those who waters are anything, but only God who gives 

the growth.



[20] On the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, he 
made a feast for all his servants and lifted up the head of 
the chief cupbearer and the head of the chief baker 
among his servants. [21] He restored the chief cupbearer 
to his position, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. 
[22] But he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had 
interpreted to them. [23] Yet the chief cupbearer did not 
remember Joseph, but forgot him.



Real Ministry: The Results

1. Wrongdoers are rewarded. 
2. Joseph is forgotten. 
3. There seems to be no effect. 



Matthew 26:38-43 [38] Then he said to them, “My soul is very 
sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 
[39] And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, 

saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” [40] And he came to 

the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, 
“So, could you not watch with me one hour? [41] Watch and 

pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak.” [42] Again, for the second 

time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass 
unless I drink it, your will be done.” [43] And again he came 

and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.



Part of trusting The Trinity with our life 
is trusting that they are working through us 

in the life of others. 



Tools of the Trinity: 
Modern Day Joseph 



The State of our World

1. Overwhelmed by 
hedonism and secularism. 

2. Swamped with violence 
and tribalism. 

3. Hostile towards Gods 
Word and Gods People. 



Like Joseph, God brought salvation 
through suffering.



Isaiah 53:4-5 [4] Surely he has borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken,        

smitten by God, and afflicted. [5] But he was pierced for 
our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with his wounds we are healed.



The State of The Church

1. Filled with ritual and 
mysticism. 

2. Obsessed with political 
power and influence. 

3. Completely hateful 
towards the lost and 
sinful. 



Like Joseph, the Trinity has chosen us to be the 
imperfect vessels of their Word in this hurting 
world. God doesn’t use dreams to reach the 

broken. God uses you. 



2 Corinthians 4:7-10 [7] But we have this treasure in jars 
of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to 

God and not to us. 



No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath

Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand


