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ACTS 17:1-2

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. And Paul went In, as was his
custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with
them from the Scrlptures

The Greek word for “reasoned” is dialegomai,
from which we get our word “dialogue”.

This wasn’t emotional manipulation or
clever rhetoric—it was careful, logical
exposition of God’s Word.




ACTS 17:3

explaining and proving that it was necessary for the
Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying,
“This Jesus, whom | proclaim to you, is the Christ.”

The word “proving” means to set alongside,
to demonstrate by comparison.

He’s not inventing new doctrine; he’s revealing
what Scripture has always taught.



ACTS 17:4

And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul
and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks
and not a few of the leading women.

The gospel transcends ethnic, social,
and gender boundaries.

But verse five reveals the dark side of
human nature: the Jews were jealous,
they burned with envy.



ACTS 17:5-7

But the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the
rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and
attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the
crowd. And when they could not find them, they dragged
Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities,
shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down
have come here also, and Jason has received them, and they
are all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there

Is another king, Jesus.”

Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world,
though it certainly transforms this world.






ACTS 17:8-10

And the people .and the city authorities were disturbed
when they heard these things. And when they had taken
mohney as security from Jason and the rest, they let them
go. The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by

hight to Berea, and when they arrived they went into the
Jewish synagogue.

Sometimes the most spiritual thing to do
Is to leave a volatile situation.



ACTS 17:11 .

Now these Jews were more noble than those In
Thessalonica; they received the word with all
eagerness, examlnmg the Scriptures daily to see If
these things were so.

The word “noble” means well-born or high-minded.

The Bereans had noble character because they
combined two essential qualities: eager
reception and careful examination.




We must remember that all this Scrlpture
examination, all this reasoning and
proving, points to one ultimate reality:
Jesus Christ crucified and risen.



This wasn’t Paul’s invention—it was God’s eternal plan,
written in Scripture, fulfilled in Christ, and discovered
by anyone who searches with a noble heart.



ACTS 17:12

Many of them therefore believed, with not a few
Greek women of high standing as well as men.

When ybu personally verify the t}uth
of the gospel through God’s Word,
vour faith becomes unshakeable.

Biblical truth blended with
biographical transformation becomes
a bombastic gospel proclamation!




ACTS 17:13

But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the
word of God was proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they
came there too, agitating and stirring up the crowds.

The more effective your withess,
the more intense the resistance.

2 TIMOTHY 1:12B (KJV)

...for | know whom | have believed, and am persuaded
that he is able to keep that which | have committed
unto him against that day.



ACTS 17:14-15

Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way to

the sea, but Silas and Timothy remained there. Those who
conducted Paul brought him as far as-Athens,'and after

receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to
him as soon as possible, they departed.

The gospel message is more important
than any single messenger.



What can we learn from these noble Bereans? First,
eagerness and examination must go together. Some

Christians are eager but not discerning—they’ll believe
anything that sounds spiritual or makes them feel good.
Others are so skeptical they never truly receive anything,
always doubting, never growing. The'Bereans model the

perfect balance: open hearts with engaged minds.

Second, Scripture examination should be daily, not just
weekly. Imagine if the Bereans had said, "We'll check this
out next Sabbath.” Daily examination shows priority and

urgency. Third, nobility of character isn't about social
status but spiritual hunger. The noble person in any
congregation is the one who hungers for God's truth.




