T —
- —

N S ‘ '
X | v ; ~ | [
Ny O\ ! ' = ; y
N o m p e m e n e )
\ o ) o — ///’ % /// - / ; / \ \ \
e 2 / / o \\
o) ACTSsS/ 18\
—— y o\
B 402 / 4 \
~ \
v \




The Partners Who Yield to God’s Will

After this, Paul stayed many days-ionger and then
took leave of the brothers and set sail for Syria,
and with him Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae

he had cut his hair, for he was under a vow.

ACTS 18:18




And they came to Ephesus, and he left them there,
but he himself went into the synagogue and
reasoned with the Jews. When they asked him to
stay for a longer period, he declined. But on taking
leave of them he said, “l will return to you if God
wills,” and he set sail from Ephesus.

ACTS 18:19-21




Partners in the gospel must be

willing to go, willing to stay,
willing to return, and willing for

the Lord to rearrange everything.




A Purpose That Strengthens the Saints

When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and
greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch.
After spending some time there, he departed and
went from one place to the next through the region of
Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.

ACTS 18:22-23



Ministry keeps moving in both
directions: strong believers help
strengthen churches, and health
churches help strengthen believers.




A Preacher Made Better by Humble Friends

Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria,
came to Ephesus. He was an efloquent man,
competent in the Scriptures. He had been instructed
in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he
spoke and taught accurately the things concerning
Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John.

ACTS 18:24-25
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Accuracy is not the same
as completeness.






He began to speak boldly in the synagogue,
but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him,
they took him aside and explained to him
the way of God more accurately.

ACTS 18:26

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.
T CORINTHIANS 8:1b






And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the

brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples
to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly
helped those who through grace had believed, for
he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing
by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.

ACTS 18:27-28
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| planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.
1 CORINTHIANS 3:6



Who has God placed beside you? Is there an Apolios you
could encourage and gently help? Is there a Priscilla or
Aquila whose correction you need to receive? Is there a
weary disciple whom your presence, prayer, or biblical
counsel could strengthen this week? Do not despise the

part God has given you, and do not pretend that you
have no need of the parts He has given to others. We are

partners who submit our plans to God'’s will, disciples
committed to strengthening one another, and servants
humble enough both to teach and to be taught.
Complemented, not complicated - many members, one
body; many servants, one gospel; many gifts, one Lord;
and all the glory belongs to God.




