
Ending the Cycle: 
Reconciliation 

Genesis 45



[1] Then Joseph could not control himself before all those 
who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out from 

me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made 
himself known to his brothers. [2] And he wept aloud, so 

that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of 
Pharaoh heard it. [3] And Joseph said to his brothers, “I 

am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his 

presence.[4] So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near 
to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am 

your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.



[5] And now do not be distressed or angry with 
yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me 

before you to preserve life. [6] For the famine has been in 
the land these two years, and there are yet five years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. [7] And 
God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant 

on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. [8] So 
it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made 

me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. 



[9] Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says 
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come 
down to me; do not tarry. [10] You shall dwell in the land of 

Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and 
your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all 
that you have. [11] There I will provide for you, for there are 

yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your 
household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 

[12] And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. [13] You 

must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that 
you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.”



[14] Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and 
wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. [15] And he 

kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his 
brothers talked with him



[16] When the report was heard in Pharaoh’s house, 
“Joseph’s brothers have come,” it pleased Pharaoh and 
his servants. [17] And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to 

your brothers, ‘Do this: load your beasts and go back to 
the land of Canaan, [18] and take your father and your 

households, and come to me, and I will give you the best 
of the land of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the 

land.’ [19] And you, Joseph, are commanded to say, ‘Do 
this: take wagons from the land of Egypt for your little 

ones and for your wives, and bring your father, and 
come. [20] Have no concern for your goods, for the best 

of all the land of Egypt is yours.’”



[21] The sons of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them 
wagons, according to the command of Pharaoh, and 

gave them provisions for the journey. [22] To each and all 
of them he gave a change of clothes, but to Benjamin he 
gave three hundred shekels of silver and five changes of 
clothes. [23] To his father he sent as follows: ten donkeys 

loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female 
donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and provision for his 

father on the journey. [24] Then he sent his brothers 
away, and as they departed, he said to them, “Do not 

quarrel on the way.”



[25] So they went up out of Egypt and came to the land 
of Canaan to their father Jacob. [26] And they told him, 
“Joseph is still alive, and he is ruler over all the land of 

Egypt.” And his heart became numb, for he did not 
believe them. [27] But when they told him all the words 
of Joseph, which he had said to them, and when he saw 
the wagons that Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit 
of their father Jacob revived. [28] And Israel said, “It is 

enough; Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him 
before I die.”



Context

1. Genesis Context
1. Cycle of Sin: Since Adam and Eve, Genesis is a non-stop 

story of generational sin and familial abuse. 
2. Narrative Context

1. Judah Repenting: Judah, the brother who wanted to 
sell Joseph to make money, repents because of Tamar.

2. Joseph Struggling: Joseph, face-to-face with his 
brothers, is struggling to confront them. 

3. Judah Sacrificing: When faced with his brother 
Benjamin’s imprisonment, Judah ransoms his life. 



The Elements of Reconciliation



The Elements of Reconciliation

Reconciliation is when a relationship full of 
pain, sin, and conflict is repaired to a 

relationship of peace, love, and forgiveness. 



Genesis 42:21 Then they said to one another, “In truth 
we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the 
distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did not 

listen. That is why this distress has come upon us.”



The Elements of Reconciliation

1. Repentance: When Sin is Confessed (42:21)



Genesis 44:33 Now therefore, please let your servant 
remain instead of the boy as a servant to my lord, and let 

the boy go back with his brothers.



The Elements of Reconciliation

1. Repentance: When Sin is Confessed (42:21)
2. Responsibility: When Change Takes Place (44:33)



[1] Then Joseph could not control himself before all those 
who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out from 

me.” So, no one stayed with him when Joseph made 
himself known to his brothers. [2] And he wept aloud, so 

that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of 
Pharaoh heard it. [3] And Joseph said to his brothers, “I 

am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his 

presence.[4] So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near 
to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am 

your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.



[5] And now do not be distressed or angry with 
yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me 

before you to preserve life. [6] For the famine has been in 
the land these two years, and there are yet five years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. [7] And 
God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant 

on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. [8] So 
it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made 

me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. 



[9] Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says 
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come 
down to me; do not tarry. [10] You shall dwell in the land of 

Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and 
your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all 
that you have. [11] There I will provide for you, for there are 

yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your 
household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 

[12] And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. [13] You 

must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that 
you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.”



[14] Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and 
wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. [15] And he 

kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that, 
his brothers talked with him



The Elements of Reconciliation

1. Repentance: When Sin is Confessed (42:21)
2. Responsibility: When Change Takes Place (44:33)
3. Forgiveness: When Sins are Washed Away (45:14)



[16] When the report was heard in Pharaoh’s house, 
“Joseph’s brothers have come,” it pleased Pharaoh and 
his servants. [17] And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to 

your brothers, ‘Do this: load your beasts and go back to 
the land of Canaan, [18] and take your father and your 

households, and come to me, and I will give you the best 
of the land of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the 

land.’ [19] And you, Joseph, are commanded to say, ‘Do 
this: take wagons from the land of Egypt for your little 

ones and for your wives, and bring your father, and 
come. [20] Have no concern for your goods, for the best 

of all the land of Egypt is yours.’”



[21] The sons of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them 
wagons, according to the command of Pharaoh, and 

gave them provisions for the journey. [22] To each and all 
of them he gave a change of clothes, but to Benjamin he 
gave three hundred shekels of silver and five changes of 
clothes. [23] To his father he sent as follows: ten donkeys 

loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female 
donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and provision for his 

father on the journey. [24] Then he sent his brothers 
away, and as they departed, he said to them, “Do not 

quarrel on the way.”



The Elements of Reconciliation

1. Repentance: When Sin is Confessed (42:21)
2. Responsibility: When Change Takes Place (44:33)
3. Forgiveness: When Sins are Washed Away (45:14)
4. Amends: When Wrongs are Righted (45:20)



[25] So they went up out of Egypt and came to the land 
of Canaan to their father Jacob. [26] And they told him, 
“Joseph is still alive, and he is ruler over all the land of 

Egypt.” And his heart became numb, for he did not 
believe them. [27] But when they told him all the words 
of Joseph, which he had said to them, and when he saw 
the wagons that Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit 
of their father Jacob revived. [28] And Israel said, “It is 

enough; Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him 
before I die.”



The Elements of Reconciliation

1. Repentance: When Sin is Confessed (42:21)
2. Responsibility: When Change Takes Place (44:33)
3. Forgiveness: When Sins are Washed Away (45:14)
4. Amends: When Wrongs are Righted (45:20)
5. Healing: When Peace Replaces Pain (45:27)



HOW IS THIS POSSIBLE?



The Cross: Our Ultimate 
Reconciliation



The Problem

We are completely separated from God. 



Isaiah 59:1-2
Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, 

that it cannot save,
or his ear dull, that it cannot hear;

but your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God,

and your sins have hidden his face from you
so that he does not hear.



The Solution

Jesus, upon the Cross, accepted all elements 
of reconciliation. 



Romans 5: 6- 11 For while we were still weak, at the right time 
Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a 
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one 

would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, 
we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we 
be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 

much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by 
his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.



Peace with others is possible because Christ 
purchased peace with the Trinity for you. 



Communiona



Communion
1 Corinthians 11:23-23 For I received from the 
Lord what I also delivered to you, that the 
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”



Communion
1 Corinthians 11:25-26 In the same way also 
he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 
until he comes.



You know I've been unfaithful
Lovers in lines

While you're turning over tables 
with the rage of a jealous kind
I chose the gallows to the aisle

Thought that love would never find
Hanging ropes will never keep you

And your love of a jealous kind


