


Look and he amazed at what's happening among the nations! Even if you were told,
you would never helieve what's taking place now. | am sending the Babylonians.
They are fierce and cruel—marching across the land, conquering cities and towns.
How fearsome and frightening. Their only laws and rules are the ones they make up.
Their cavairy troops are faster than leopards, more ferocious than wolves hunting
at sunset, and swifter than hungry eagiles suddenly swooping town. They are eager
to destroy, and they gather captives like handfuls of sand. They make fun of rulers
and laugh at fortresses, while bullding dirt mounds so they can capture cities.

Then suddenly they disappear like a gust of wind—
those sinful peopie who worship their own strength.

+++ +

Hahakkuk 1:3-11 (CEW)



+++ +



“WAHIT TAMAHU-TAMAHU?”

++++



What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? Byno
means! For he says to Moses, “1 will have mercy on whom I have
mercy, and 1 will have compassion on whom | have compassion.”
30 then it depends not on human will or exertion, hut on God, who
has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose
| have raised you up, that | might show my power in you, and thatmy
name might he prociaimed in all the earth.” So then he has mercy on
whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.

+++ +

Romans 9:14-18




He was In the world, and the world was made through him,
yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and
Nis own peopie did not receive him. But to all who tid
receive him, who believed In his name, he gave the right to
hecome children of God, who were horn, not of hlood nor
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, hut of Godl.

+++ +

John 1:10-12




For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own
generation, fell asieep and was laiad with his fathers and saw
corruption, hut he whom God raised up did not see corruption.
Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this
man forgiveness of Sins IS prociaimei to you, ana by him
everyone who believes Is freed from everything from which
you could not he freed by the 1aw of Moses.

+++ +

Acts 13:36-41



Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should

come ahout: “Look, you scoffers, he astounded and perish;

for 1 am doing a work in your days, a work that you will not
helieve, evenif one telisittoyou.”

+++ +

Acts 13:36-41









+++ +
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King Beishazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank
wine in front of the thousand. Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine,
commanded that the vessels of gold and of silver that Nehuchaanezzar
nis father had taken out of the tempie In Jerusalem be hrought, that the
King and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them.
Then they brougnt in the golden vessels that had heen taken out of the
temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his
wives, and his concubines drank from them. They drank wine and
praised the gods of gold and silver, hronze, iron, woodl, and stone.

+++ +




immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the
plaster of the wall of the King's palace, opposite the lampstand. And the

King saw the hand as it wrote. Then the King's color changed, and hiS
thoughts alarmed him; his imhs gave way, and his knees knockea
together. The King called loudly to bring in the enchanters, the
Chaldeans, and the astrologers. The king declared to the wise men of
Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and shows me Its interpretation,
shall he clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his neck

and shall he the third ruler In the Kingdom.

+++ +




Then all the king's wise men came In, but they could not read the writing
or make known to the king the interpretation. Then King Belshazzar was
greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords were perpiexed.
The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the
hbanqueting hall, and the queen declared, “0 king, live forever! Let not
your thoughts alarm you or your color change. There IS a man in your
Kingdom in whom IS the spirit of the holy gods. In the days of your father,

light and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were
found In him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father...

+++ +




.JOur father the king—made him chief of the magicians, enchanters,
Chaldeans, and astrologers, hecause an excellent spirit, knowledge,
and understanding to interpret dreams, expiain riddies, and solve probiems
were found in this Daniel, whom the King named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel
e callied, and he will show the interpretation.” Then Daniel was brought in
pelore the King. The king answered and said to Daniel, “You are that Daniel,
one of the exiles of Judah, whom the King my father brought from Judah.
1 have heard of you that the spirit of the gods IS In you, and that light and
understanding and excellient wisdom are found in you.

+++ +




Now the wise men, the enchanters, have heen brought in before me to
read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could
not show the interpretation of the matter. But | have heard that you can
give interpretations and solve probiems. Now if you can read the writing
and make known to me Its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple
and have a chain of gold around your neck and shall be the third ruler in
the Kingdom.” Then Daniel answered and said before the King, “Let your
gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to another. Nevertheless, | wili
read the writing to the king and make known to him the interpretation.

+++ +




0 king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and
greatness and giory and majesty. And because of the greatness that he
gave him, all peopies, nations, and languages trembled and feared belore

nim. Whom he would, he killed, and whom he would, he kept alive;
whom he would, he raised up, and whom he would, he humbled.

But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he

geait proudly, he was brought down from his Kingly throne,

and his glory was taken from him.

+++ +




He was driven from among the children of mankind, and his mind was made
like that of a beast, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was fed
grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the tew of heaven, until he knew
that the Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he
will. And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbied your heart, though you knew
all this, but you have hifted up yourselif against the Lord of heaven. And the
vessels of his house have heen brought in hefore you, and you and your lords,
your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them. And you have
praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do
not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose
are all your ways, you have not honoredl.

+++ +




“Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was
mnscribed. And this IS the writing that was Inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL
and PARSIN. This is the interpretation of the matter: MENE, God has

numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; TEKEL,
you have heen weighed in the halances and found wanting; PERES, your
Kingdom IS divided and given to the Medes and Persians.”

+++ +




Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple,
a chain of gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made
ahout him, that he should he the third ruler in the kingdom. That very
night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. And Darius the Mede
received the kingtdom, heing ahout Sixty-two years oldl.

+++ +







Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in
faithiuiness. Put away the gods that your fathers served
beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. And if it iS
evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region
peyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

+++ +

Joshua 24:14-19




