
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore,
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1

“ J U S T I F I E D ”  
2 : 1 1 - 2 1



I. A justified person may not always be in step with 
the Gospel of grace.


II. A person is not justified by the works of the law


III. A person is justified by believing on Jesus!



Galatians 2:11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I 
opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 
12 For before certain men came from James, he was 
eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew 
back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision 
party. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically 
along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by 
their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that their conduct 
was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to 
Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a 
Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the 
Gentiles to live like Jews?”



I. A justified person may not always 
be in step with the Gospel of grace.

Prejudice created by learned behavior.
Preference established by selected behavior.



Galatians 2:15 We ourselves are Jews by 
birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we 
know that a person is not justified by 
works of the law but through faith in 
Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in 
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by works of the 
law, because by works of the law no one 
will be justified.



II. A person is not justified 
by the works of the law.

The law brings the knowledge of 
death and realization of sin.



II. A person is not justified 
by the works of the law.

The function of the Law was 
preparatory and transitional.



Luke 18:9-14 He also told this parable to some who 
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 
But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift 
up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”



II. A person is not justified 
by the works of the law.

Demands complete obedience.
Develops comparative pride.



Oh, don’t worry; we wouldn’t dare say that we are as wonderful 
as these other men who tell you how important they are! 

But they are only comparing themselves with each other, using 
themselves as the standard of measurement. How ignorant! 

2 Corinthians 10:12 NLT



Galatians 2:17 But if, in our endeavor 
to be justified in Christ, we too were 
found to be sinners, is Christ then a 
servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if 
I rebuild what I tore down, I prove 
myself to be a transgressor. 19 For 
through the law I died to the law, so 
that I might live to God.



III. A person is justified by 
believing on Jesus! 

Christ loved me. Christ gave Himself for me. 
Christ lived, died, and resurrected purposefully.



Romans 9:30-33 What shall we say, then? That 
Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have 
attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; but 
that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to 
righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 
Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if 
it were based on works. They have stumbled over the 
stumbling stone, as it is written, 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling,  
and a rock of offense; 

and whoever believes in him 
will not be put to shame.”



III. A person is justified by 
believing on Jesus! 

The LAW = God’s strict justice
The CROSS = God’s infinite mercy



A P P L I C A T I O N
Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with 

Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of 

God, for if righteousness were through 
the law, then Christ died for no purpose.


