We gathered around Luke 19:1-10 to step into Zacchaeus’s story—and into our own. | began by
naming what many of us feel but rarely admit: there are days we feel invisible, judged by past
mistakes, overlooked by crowds, or confined by labels. Zacchaeus knew that life. He had
wealth, power, and status, but none of it satisfied the ache in his soul. So he ran ahead and
climbed a tree to see Jesus. What he didn’t know was that Jesus was already looking for him.

Jesus stopped, called him by name, and invited Himself into Zacchaeus’s life—not after cleanup
or proof of change, but right there in the mess. That’s grace. Zacchaeus came down
immediately and welcomed Him gladly. Joy came not from control or delay, but from surrender.
Meanwhile, the crowd muttered and measured worthiness. Jesus refused their categories. He
came to seek and to save the lost. That includes the “undeserving”—which is all of us.

Then the miracle unfolded: encounter led to transformation. Zacchaeus moved from taking to
giving, from hoarding to restitution, from isolation to belonging. Salvation showed itself in
concrete acts of repentance and generosity. That's what Jesus still does—He doesn’t just visit;
He renovates. If you're hungry for more, don’t wait to “get ready.” Open the door today. If you've
already begun to taste this change, tell your story; God uses your testimony to call others down
from their trees. And as we came to the Lord’s Table, we remembered that we come not
because we’ve earned our place, but because we’re invited. Jesus knows your name, sees your
need, and is willing to stay.

1. Jesus sees the invisible and calls us by name. Our deepest loneliness isn’t solved by bigger
crowds but by the gaze of Christ who stops under our tree, speaks our name, and enters our
story. He doesn’t wait for a polished version of us; He makes the first move with urgency and
love. Let His personal call override the labels you've carried. [51:33]

- The ladders we climb can’t reach what our souls crave. Career, approval, and relationships are
good gifts, but poor gods; they cannot quiet a restless heart. Holy hunger is an invitation, not a
failure—God uses it to pull us from pursuit of “more” to the Person who is enough. Follow the
ache to Jesus.

- Joy blooms on the other side of immediate obedience. Zacchaeus didn’t negotiate; he opened
the door and joy rushed in. We often delay because we want control or clarity, but clarity usually
follows obedience, not the other way around. Open the door now; Jesus will set the table.

- Grace will offend our sense of fairness—and that’'s good news. The crowd wants a neat ledger;
Jesus brings a cross. Remember, the ground is level at His feet; the moment we withhold grace
from others, we forget the mercy that found us. Don’t let the muttering of the crowd drown out
the voice of Christ.

- Real encounters produce visible change. Salvation touches wallets, words, relationships, and
wrongs; repentance makes restitution and generosity a new reflex. Jesus doesn’t just inform
us—He transforms us into a new creation with new priorities and a new mission. Look for fruit
that matches His presence. [51:33]



