
This powerful exploration of Nehemiah chapter 2 challenges us to examine the alignment 
between our personal desires and God's divine purpose for our lives. We witness Nehemiah, a 
cupbearer to the king whose prestigious position could turn fatal in an instant, modeling what it 
means to integrate prayer as a natural reflex in every situation. The text reveals how 
Nehemiah's heartbreak over Jerusalem's ruins wasn't just emotional sadness, but a response to 
the ravages of sin that had destroyed his beloved city. What's particularly striking is how 
Nehemiah prayed to the God of heaven right in the middle of a tense conversation with an 
earthly king who held his life in his hands. This teaches us that prayer shouldn't be reserved for 
quiet moments alone, but should become as automatic as blinking when something threatens 
our vision. The sermon draws beautiful parallels between Nehemiah and Jesus, both 
cupbearers in their own right: Nehemiah tasted wine to protect the king from death, while Jesus 
tasted death itself to make it safe for all believers. When we see how God granted Nehemiah's 
requests beyond what he could ask or imagine, we're reminded that operating within God's will 
opens doors we never knew existed. The question we must ask ourselves is profound: How far 
apart are our will and God's will today? Are we merely pursuing our own plans and asking God 
to bless them, or are we seeking His plan first and aligning ourselves accordingly? 
 
Title: Aligning Your Will with God's Will: Lessons from Nehemiah 
 
Sermon Summary: This sermon explores Nehemiah chapter 2, examining how Nehemiah's will 
perfectly aligned with God's will as he undertook the rebuilding of Jerusalem's walls. Pastor 
Dave emphasizes that Nehemiah's success came from his complete submission to God's plan 
rather than pursuing his own agenda. The sermon challenges believers to examine whether 
their personal plans align with God's purposes, highlighting that true success and joy come from 
walking in obedience to God's will. Through Nehemiah's example of prayer, patience, and 
humble submission, we learn that when we bring God into every situation and surrender our 
plans to Him, He grants us more than we can ask or imagine. The message calls listeners to 
first ensure they have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior, then to consistently measure their 
will against God's will, making prayer a natural reflex in every circumstance. 
 
Key Points: 
Nehemiah had a prestigious but potentially fatal job as the king's cupbearer, tasting food and 
wine before the king to prevent poisoning 
The ravages of sin made Nehemiah sad, just as Jesus wept over Jerusalem; both were moved 
by the destruction caused by sin 
Nehemiah prayed to the God of heaven before making his request to the earthly king, 
demonstrating the importance of prayer in relationships 
Prayer was a natural reflex for Nehemiah, something Christians should develop through 
consistent practice 
Nehemiah had a specific plan to accomplish God's will, not his own will, showing the importance 
of planning within God's purposes 
The Holy Spirit mentions the queen's influence, reminding us that everyone has influence and 
should use it carefully 



The king granted all of Nehemiah's requests according to God's will, demonstrating that God 
provides abundantly when we're in His will 
Nehemiah patiently carried out God's plan, taking time to survey the situation before acting 
Nehemiah's humble submission to God defeated all opposition from enemies like Sanballat and 
Tobiah 
The key question for believers: Does your plan include God's will? 
 
Scripture Reference: 
 
Nehemiah 2:1-20 (entire chapter read and analyzed) 
James 4:7 (submit to God, resist the devil) 
Scripture References from the Sermon 
1 John 5:14-15 - "This is the confidence we have in approaching God if we ask anything 
according to His will" 
Romans 10:9 - Alluded to when discussing confession: "confessed Jesus with your mouth and 
believed in your heart that God raised Him from the dead" 
Alluded to or Referenced Thematically: 
Luke 19:41 - Jesus weeping over Jerusalem (mentioned when comparing Nehemiah to Jesus) 
John 11:41-43 - The raising of Lazarus, when Jesus prayed "Father, I know you always hear 
me" 
Ephesians 3:20 - Alluded to when discussing God giving "more than he can ask or imagine" 
Proverbs 16:3 - "Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and he will establish your plans" 
(theme: aligning our will with God's) 
Proverbs 19:21 - "Many are the plans in a person's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that 
prevails" (theme: God's will vs. our will) 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 - "Pray continually" (theme: prayer as a reflex) 
Philippians 2:13 - "For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 
purpose" (theme: God putting plans in our hearts) 
Psalm 37:4 - "Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart" (theme: 
desires aligning with God's will) 
 
Stories: 
Nehemiah as cupbearer to King Artaxerxes, risking his life by appearing sad before the king 
Nehemiah's nighttime inspection of Jerusalem's broken walls and burned gates 
The possible presence of Queen Esther influencing the king's favorable response 
Charles Spurgeon's analogy of railroad tracks representing our will and God's will becoming one 
on the horizon. 


