The Word of God is a precious gift, given to us so that we might know God, be transformed, and
live fruitful lives. Through personal testimony and the stories of men at Mount Zion House, it's
clear that the discipline of daily time in Scripture is not just a religious habit, but a lifeline that
brings real change. The Bible is not merely a book of rules or ancient stories; it is the living,
active voice of God, speaking directly to us, shaping our hearts, and equipping us for every
good work.

When we open our Bibles, we are not just reading words on a page—we are meeting with Jesus
himself. As John 1 reminds us, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Our relationship
with God grows as we spend time with him in his Word, just as any relationship deepens with
time and attention. If we neglect this, our spiritual lives wither; but if we prioritize it, God takes
first place in our hearts and our days are set on a foundation of truth.

Scripture promises that those who delight in God’s Word and meditate on it day and night will be
like trees planted by streams of water—healthy, fruitful, and resilient. This is not just a poetic
image, but a real promise: abiding in the Word produces good fruit in our lives. Yet, there is a
battle to trust and obey what we read. The Bible is trustworthy, not a collection of myths or
fables, but eyewitness accounts and the fulfillment of God’s promises through Jesus Christ. God
has preserved his Word through centuries, and it stands alone in its unity and power.

We are called not only to read and obey the Word, but to live it out so that others see the
transformation in us. Our lives become a testimony, a living witness to the power of God’s Word.
No matter our past or present struggles, it is never too late to start. Today can be the day to
intentionally seek God in his Word and experience the blessings he longs to give.

Key Takeaways

- The Word of God is a living gift, not just a book of teachings. It is God’s direct communication
to us, meant to be treasured and engaged with daily. When we approach Scripture as a gift, it
transforms our perspective and opens us to receive God’s guidance and love in a personal way.
[24:32]

- Spending time in the Word is spending time with Jesus. Our relationship with God grows as we
prioritize his Word, just as any relationship requires intentional time and attention. Neglecting
this discipline leads to spiritual stagnation, but faithfulness brings intimacy and spiritual vitality.
[26:30]

- Abiding in Scripture produces real fruit in our lives. Like a tree planted by water, those who
meditate on God’s Word become stable, healthy, and fruitful, regardless of their circumstances.
This fruitfulness is not automatic; it comes from a consistent, intentional pursuit of God through
his Word. [30:27]

- The Bible is trustworthy and divinely preserved. Despite skepticism and claims of corruption,
God’s Word has been faithfully transmitted and stands as a unified testimony to Jesus Christ.



Trusting Scripture means trusting God’s ability to communicate and preserve his truth for every
generation. [35:35]

- Living out the Word is the most powerful testimony. Our obedience and transformation are
visible to others, often speaking louder than words. As we apply Scripture to our lives, we
become living witnesses, inviting others to “taste and see that the Lord is good.” [38:19]

Small Group Bible Study Guide: The Word of God—A Living Gift

### Bible Reading

1. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)

> All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.

2. John 1:1-2, 14 (ESV)

> In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God... And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

3. Psalm 1:1-3 (ESV)

> Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he
meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its
season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.

#i# Observation Questions

1. According to 2 Timothy 3:16-17, what are the different ways Scripture is useful in our lives?

2. In John 1, how is Jesus described in relation to the Word? What does it mean that “the Word
became flesh™?

3. What picture does Psalm 1 give of someone who delights in God’s Word?

4. In the sermon, what did the speaker say about the impact of daily time in the Word on his own
life and the lives of the men at Mount Zion House? [24:32]

### Interpretation Questions

1. Why does Paul say that all Scripture is “God-breathed” and how does that affect the way we
approach the Bible?

2. The sermon says that spending time in the Word is spending time with Jesus. What does this
mean for how we view our daily Bible reading? [26:30]

3. Psalm 1 describes a person who meditates on God’s Word as being like a tree planted by
water. What does this image teach us about spiritual health and resilience?



4. The sermon mentions that the Bible is trustworthy and not just a collection of stories. Why is it
important to trust the Bible, and what difference does that make in our lives? [31:27]

### Application Questions

1. The speaker shared how his life was changed by making time in the Word a daily habit. What
is your current routine with reading the Bible? Is there a specific time or place that helps you
stay consistent? [24:32]

2. The sermon says that when we open our Bibles, we are meeting with Jesus himself. How
might this perspective change the way you approach your Bible reading this week? [26:30]

3. Psalm 1 promises that those who delight in God’s Word will be like healthy, fruitful trees. Can
you think of a time when you experienced spiritual “fruit” or growth as a result of being in the
Word? What was that like? [30:27]

4. The speaker talked about the battle to trust and obey what we read in Scripture. Are there
parts of the Bible that are hard for you to trust or obey? What helps you work through those
doubts? [31:27]

5. The sermon emphasized that living out the Word is a powerful testimony to others. Is there a
specific way you can live out a Bible truth this week so that others might see God’s work in your
life? [38:19]

6. The speaker said it's never too late to start seeking God in his Word. If you feel like you've
neglected this discipline, what is one step you can take today to begin again? [38:19]

7. The Bible is described as a gift from God. How can you “treasure” this gift more in your daily
life? Is there a practical way you can remind yourself of its value? [24:32]

Closing Thought:

No matter your past or present struggles, it's never too late to start. Today can be the day to
intentionally seek God in his Word and experience the blessings he longs to give.



