
What happens when the path we are walking looks nothing like the one we planned? In Acts 
chapter 8, we find a community of believers whose world has been turned upside down by 
persecution, scattering, and loss. Yet in the middle of what looked like disaster, something 
remarkable unfolds. The gospel spreads further than it ever had before, barriers that had 
divided people for generations begin to fall, and ordinary acts of obedience produce 
extraordinary results. This message walks us through that story and invites us to wrestle with a 
question that hits close to home for all of us: can we trust God when the road ahead does not 
make sense? Through Philip's journey from a thriving ministry in Samaria to a seemingly empty 
desert road, we discover that what we call a detour, God often calls a divine appointment. The 
lesson is both simple and profound. We do not need to see the whole picture before we take the 
next step. We just need to be willing to move when God says go. If you are in a season where 
life feels off course, this message offers a perspective that could change the way you see 
everything you are walking through. 
 
Title: Trusting God When the Path Changes: Obedience, Opportunity, and Divine Appointments 
 
Sermon Summary: Drawing from Acts chapter 8, Pastor Bo explores how God uses unexpected 
circumstances, opposition, and apparent detours to accomplish His purposes. Using Philip's 
ministry in Samaria and his encounter with the Ethiopian official as the central narrative, the 
sermon demonstrates that God's plan is not disrupted by persecution, division, or redirection. 
Rather, God turns opposition into opportunity, uses the gospel to break down long-standing 
barriers between people, and orchestrates divine appointments along roads we would never 
have chosen ourselves. The sermon emphasizes that genuine transformation begins not with 
outward behavior change but with a surrendered heart, and that faithful obedience -- even when 
we cannot see the full outcome -- carries consequences that extend far beyond what we can 
measure or observe. 
 
Key Points: 
- God turns opposition into opportunity, using circumstances that appear to be setbacks to 
advance His purposes and spread the gospel 
- The gospel breaks down barriers between people, crossing divides of culture, history, and 
hostility that human effort alone cannot overcome 
- A changed life begins with a changed heart, not merely reformed behavior or outward religious 
participation 
- What appears to be a detour in life is often a divinely arranged appointment that God has 
already prepared 
- Faithful obedience to God's direction can carry eternal consequences that extend far beyond 
what the obedient person ever sees or knows 
 
Stories: 
- Pastor Bo's personal testimony of addiction, his time at Mount Zion House, and 21 years of 
sobriety, which frames the sermon's theme of God redirecting a person's path 
- The account of Pretty Phil Spencer challenging the men at Mount Zion House to discover their 
God-given ministry before leaving the program 



- Pastor Bo's experience of hearing God's call to attend Moody Bible College in Chicago, 
receiving a rejection letter, waiting in obedience, and then receiving a last-minute acceptance 
that required him to arrive within two days 
- Philip's Spirit-directed ministry in Samaria, including the healing of many and the conversion of 
a city that had long been divided from the Jewish people 
- The account of Simon the sorcerer, who believed and was baptized but whose heart was 
exposed when he attempted to purchase the ability to impart the Holy Spirit, serving as a 
warning against outward religious participation without genuine heart surrender 
- Philip's obedient journey down the desert road to Gaza and his divine encounter with the 
Ethiopian official, whom he led to faith in Christ through the passage in Isaiah 53, resulting in the 
man's baptism and his departure rejoicing 
 
Here is a list of all scripture references mentioned or alluded to in the sermon: 
- Acts 8:1-40 (the primary text of the sermon) 
- Romans 8:28 
- Romans 8:28, addressing God working all things together for good 
- James 1:2-4, addressing the productive purpose of trials and testing 
- Ephesians 2:14, describing Christ as the one who destroys the dividing wall of hostility 
between people 
- Galatians 3:28, affirming unity and equality of all people in Christ Jesus 
- Ezekiel 36:26, describing God's promise to give His people a new heart 
- 1 Samuel 16:7, contrasting human focus on outward appearance with God's focus on the heart 
- Isaiah 30:21, describing God's voice guiding the direction of those who follow Him 
- Psalm 37:23, affirming that God makes firm the steps of the one who delights in Him 
- Galatians 6:9, encouraging perseverance in doing good without growing weary 
- 1 Corinthians 15:58, affirming that labor done in the Lord is never in vain 
- Isaiah 53 (referenced as the passage the Ethiopian official was reading) 
- Acts 7 (the death of Stephen, referenced as the preceding chapter) 
- Isaiah 53:7-8 (the specific passage quoted within the Acts 8 text regarding the suffering 
servant being led like a sheep to the slaughter) 
- Proverbs 3:5-6 (trusting God with your path) 
- Jeremiah 29:11 (God's plans and purposes) 
- Matthew 28:19-20 (the Great Commission, underlying the gospel-spreading theme) 
- John 4:1-42 (Jesus crossing cultural barriers with the Samaritan woman, paralleling Philip in 
Samaria) 
- Proverbs 16:9 (God directing our steps) 
 
Pastor Bo shared that what felt like a change in his plans was actually God directing his steps 
toward Bible college and eventually pastoral ministry -- in what ways have you experienced a 
moment where an unexpected turn in your life revealed itself to be part of God's greater design? 
The early believers in Acts 8 continued preaching the gospel even while being scattered by 
persecution -- how does their response challenge the way you handle opposition or difficulty in 
your own walk with God? 



Romans 8:28 reminds us that God works all things for the good of those who love Him -- how do 
you hold onto that truth in seasons when your circumstances feel more like a disaster than a 
divine plan? 
James 1:2-4 calls believers to consider trials as opportunities for growth -- what is the difference 
between pretending hardship does not hurt and genuinely trusting that God can use it to 
produce perseverance in you? 
Philip crossed deep cultural and historical barriers to bring the gospel to Samaria -- what walls, 
whether personal, cultural, or relational, might you be building that are keeping you from sharing 
the love of Christ with someone who needs it? 
Simon had changed his outward direction by following Philip and being baptized, yet Peter 
discerned that his heart was still not right before God -- how do you personally evaluate whether 
your spiritual life reflects genuine heart transformation or simply outward religious behavior? 
God sent Philip away from a thriving ministry in Samaria to a seemingly empty desert road -- 
how do you respond when God calls you away from something that appears to be going well 
toward something that makes no immediate sense? 
Philip obeyed God's instruction to approach the Ethiopian official's chariot without knowing the 
full outcome of that encounter -- in what areas of your life are you waiting for certainty before 
stepping out in obedience, and what might God be calling you to trust Him with right now? 
Church tradition connects Philip's single conversation with the Ethiopian official to the spread of 
Christianity across an entire continent -- how does that reality reshape the way you view 
seemingly small or ordinary acts of faithfulness in your everyday life? 
Galatians 6:9 warns against growing weary in doing good, promising a harvest for those who do 
not give up -- where in your life are you most tempted to give up on obedience because you 
cannot yet see the fruit of your faithfulness? 
 


