
This powerful exploration of Nehemiah 13 confronts us with an uncomfortable truth: the gap 
between our spiritual commitments and our actual lives. We see God's people who had just 
made solemn written covenants to honor God, yet within chapters they're back to their old 
patterns—marrying those who worship false gods, dishonoring the Sabbath, and neglecting 
God's house. The message challenges us to examine where we might be living with dual loyalty, 
wanting Jesus but also wanting to hold onto our old ways. Are we trying to be both Packers and 
Bears fans, spiritually speaking? The sermon unpacks the difficult passages about excluding 
Ammonites and Moabites, revealing that God's concern wasn't about ethnicity but about divided 
hearts—people who wanted to be part of God's community while still worshiping other gods. 
The cross of Christ ultimately broke down every barrier, welcoming all who would fully surrender. 
But the conditions remain: we must reject our old gods and fully submit to God's ways. This isn't 
about God being unloving; it's about Him loving us too much to leave us as we are. The 
question echoes through our lives: where are we sitting under the table with frosting on our 
faces, hoping not to get caught rather than fearing God? True revival begins not when the world 
gets its act together, but when the church pursues uncompromising holiness. 
 
Sermon Summary: This sermon concludes a 13-week series on Nehemiah by examining 
chapter 13, where the Israelites return to compromise despite their earlier covenant 
commitments. The message explores the tension between God's welcoming love for outsiders 
who truly repent and His call for uncompromising holiness among His people. The pastor 
clarifies that the exclusion of Ammonites and Moabites from Israel's assembly was about 
rejecting dual loyalties and idol worship, not ethnicity. Through Christ, all barriers are broken 
down, but the conditions remain: we must reject our old ways and fully submit to God. The 
sermon challenges believers to recognize areas of compromise in their lives, emphasizing that 
undealt-with sin will take us farther than we want to go, keep us longer than we want to stay, 
and cost us more than we want to pay. True revival begins when the church pursues holiness, 
not when the world gets its act together. 
 
Key Points: 
- Foreign descent in Nehemiah referred to who people worshipped, not their ethnicity 
- God made a way for foreigners to join His community if they fully surrendered to Him and 
rejected false gods 
- The cross broke down every barrier, making us one family in Christ through the new covenant 
- There are still clear conditions for joining God's family: rejecting old ways and fully submitting 
to Christ 
- The culture promotes "come as you are, stay as you are," but God loves us enough to change 
us 
- We need to recognize and deal with compromise in our lives before God brings it to light 
- Many have a fear of getting caught rather than a fear of God 
- We need a revival of personal conviction and holiness in the church 
- Undealt with sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you want to 
stay, and cost you more than you want to pay 
- True repentance leads to renewed commitment 
 



 
Stories: 
- The pastor's daughter Shiloh being found under the kitchen table with frosting on her face after 
getting into cupcakes, illustrating how people get caught in sin rather than confessing it 
- Biblical examples of foreigners welcomed into Israel's community: Joseph marrying Asenath 
(Egyptian), Moses marrying Zipporah (Midianite), Salmon marrying Rahab (from Jericho), and 
Boaz marrying Ruth (Moabite) 
- Solomon's compromise through marrying foreign women who led him to idol worship, resulting 
in God removing the kingdom from him 
- The woman caught in adultery whom Jesus forgave but commanded to "go and sin no more" 
- Eliashib the priest giving a temple storeroom to Tobiah the Ammonite, representing 
compromise in God's house 
- Nehemiah's response upon returning to find Israel had broken their covenant commitments 
from chapter 10 
 
# Scripture References from the Sermon 
1. **Nehemiah 13:1-31** (entire chapter read and discussed throughout) 
2. **Deuteronomy 23:3-6** (read in full context) 
3. **Isaiah 56:6-7** (quoted directly) 
4. **Ruth 1:16** (quoted directly) 
5. **Ephesians 2:12-18** (quoted directly, verses 14-18 emphasized) 
6. **2 Timothy 4:2-4** (quoted directly) 
7. **Romans 5:8** (referenced) 
8. **Romans 11:22** (referenced - "consider God's kindness and severity") 
9. **Nehemiah 10** (referenced as context for the covenant) 
10. **Genesis 41:50-52** (Joseph and Asenath - Manasseh and Ephraim mentioned) 
11. **Exodus 2:21-22; 18:3-4** (Moses and Zipporah - Gershom and Eliezer mentioned) 
12. **Joshua 2; Matthew 1:5** (Rahab and Salmon mentioned) 
13. **Ruth 4:13-22; Matthew 1:5** (Boaz and Ruth mentioned) 
14. **Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:3** (Abraham counted righteous by faith) 
15. **John 8:3-11** (woman caught in adultery - "go and sin no more") 
16. **Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23** ("deny yourself, pick up your cross, and follow 
Jesus") 
17. **1 Kings 11:1-13** (Solomon's sin with foreign wives mentioned) 
18. **Numbers 32:23** ("your sin will find you out" - alluded to) 
19. **James 5:16** (confess to one another for healing - alluded to) 
20. **Leviticus 11:44-45; 1 Peter 1:16** ("be holy as I am holy") 
 
**On Compromise:** 
- **James 4:4** - "friendship with the world is enmity with God" 
- **1 John 2:15-17** - "do not love the world" 
 
**On Repentance and Restoration:** 
- **1 John 1:9** - "if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just" 



- **2 Chronicles 7:14** - "if my people will humble themselves and pray" 
 
**On God's Welcome to All:** 
- **John 3:16** - "whosoever believes" 
- **Revelation 22:17** - "whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely" 
 
**On Holiness:** 
- **Hebrews 12:14** - "pursue holiness, without which no one will see the Lord" 
- **2 Corinthians 7:1** - "let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement" 
 
How does the concept of dual loyalty show up in modern Christianity, where believers might try 
to serve God while holding onto worldly values or practices? 
 
What does it mean for the cross to have broken down every barrier, and how should this reality 
shape our attitudes toward people from different backgrounds or lifestyles? 
 
Why do you think God's people in Nehemiah 13 returned to compromise so quickly after making 
written covenants, and what safeguards can we put in place to prevent similar patterns in our 
own lives? 
 
How can we distinguish between having a fear of God versus having a fear of getting caught in 
our sin, and what practical differences does this make in daily life? 
 
What areas of compromise might be hiding in your life where you want Jesus but also want to 
keep control of certain behaviors, relationships, or resources? 
 
How does the statement that God loves us where we are but loves us too much to leave us 
there challenge popular cultural messages about acceptance and personal identity? 
 
In what ways might the church today be giving room to modern-day equivalents of Tobiah, 
allowing influences or practices into sacred spaces that undermine holiness? 
 
What does it mean that revival starts when the church gets its act together rather than waiting 
for the world to change, and what is your personal responsibility in this? 
 
How do we balance welcoming repentant outsiders with maintaining uncompromising holiness, 
especially in a culture that views any boundaries as judgmental or exclusive? 
 
Where do you see yourself in the story of Nehemiah, and what specific action is God calling you 
to take in response to this sermon series? 

 



Small Group Guide: Nehemiah 13 - 
Uncompromising Holiness 

Opening Prayer & Icebreaker 
Icebreaker Question: Share about a time when you made a commitment but struggled to keep 
it. What made it difficult? 

 

Sermon Summary 
This final week of the Nehemiah series explores how God's people, after making strong 
commitments to follow God, fell back into compromise. The sermon addresses the conditions for 
joining God's family, the danger of dual loyalty, and the need for personal holiness in the church. 

 

Key Takeaways 
1.​ The cross broke down every barrier, making us one family in Christ 
2.​ There are still clear conditions for joining the family of God - rejecting our old ways 

and fully surrendering to Christ 
3.​ We need to recognize and deal with compromise in our lives 
4.​ We need a revival of personal conviction and holiness in the church 
5.​ Undealt with sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you 

want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay 

 

Discussion Questions 

Understanding the Text (15 minutes) 

1.​ Read Nehemiah 13:1-3 and Deuteronomy 23:3-6. What was God's concern about the 
Ammonites and Moabites? How does understanding "foreign descent" as referring to 
who they worshipped rather than ethnicity change your perspective?​
 



2.​ How do examples like Ruth, Rahab, and the passage from Isaiah 56:6-7 show God's 
heart for welcoming outsiders?​
 

3.​ In Nehemiah 10, the people made three specific commitments. What were they, and how 
had they compromised on each by chapter 13?​
 

Personal Reflection (20 minutes) 

4.​ The sermon mentioned "dual loyalty" - wanting Jesus but also wanting to keep certain 
things from our old life. What are some common areas where Christians today struggle 
with dual loyalty?​
 

5.​ Personal: Is there an area in your life where you're trying to maintain dual loyalty? (You 
don't have to share specifics if it's too personal, but be honest with yourself)​
 

6.​ The sermon distinguished between having a "fear of God" versus a "fear of getting 
caught." What's the difference? Which one better describes your approach to sin?​
 

Application & Action (20 minutes) 

7.​ The pastor asked: "Where do you fit in the story of Nehemiah?" Consider these 
possibilities:​
 

○​ Seeing brokenness and needing to do something 
○​ Being called to serve (even if unqualified) 
○​ Facing opposition while doing what's right 
○​ Needing the Word to become supreme in your life 
○​ Being an outsider who needs to surrender to Jesus 
○​ Being an insider stuck in compromise 

8.​ Which one resonates most with where you are right now?​
 

9.​ The sermon stated: "Revival starts when the church begins to get their act together." 
What would revival look like in your personal life? In our small group? In our church?​
 

10.​Read 2 Timothy 4:2-4. How can we create a culture in our group where we speak truth to 
each other in love, even when it's uncomfortable?​
 

Practical Steps (15 minutes) 



10.​Confession and Accountability: James 5:16 says, "Confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other so that you may be healed."​
 

○​ Is there something God is convicting you about that you need to confess and 
bring to light? 

○​ Would you be willing to share it with the group or at least one trusted person for 
accountability? 

11.​Making Room for God: The closing song was "Make Room." What is one specific thing 
you need to "lay down" to make more room for God this week?​
 

 

This Week's Challenge 
Choose ONE of the following: 

Option 1: Personal Holiness Audit 

●​ Set aside 30 minutes this week to pray and ask God, "Where am I compromising?" 
●​ Write down what He reveals and create a specific plan to address it 
●​ Share your plan with one person for accountability 

Option 2: Scripture Commitment 

●​ If God's Word has been collecting dust, commit to reading it daily this week 
●​ Start with 10 minutes a day in the book of Nehemiah (review the whole book) 
●​ Journal one thing God speaks to you each day 

Option 3: Reach Out 

●​ If God has been highlighting someone who is broken or far from Him, reach out to them 
this week 

●​ Invite them to coffee, church, or simply check in on them 
●​ Pray for them daily 

Option 4: Confession and Restoration 

●​ If you've been dealing with hidden sin, schedule a time to meet with a trusted friend, 
mentor, or pastor this week 

●​ Bring it to the light and receive prayer and support 

 

Closing Prayer Points 



●​ Pray for personal holiness and the courage to deal with compromise 
●​ Pray for revival to start in our own hearts and in the church 
●​ Pray for those who are far from God, that they would surrender to Jesus 
●​ Pray for anyone in the group facing opposition while trying to follow God 
●​ Pray for accountability and authentic relationships in the group 

 

For Next Week 
Next week begins a new series: "Build Together" - looking at how God wants to use us to build 
His kingdom in our community. Come prepared to discuss how you can personally contribute to 
building God's kingdom at Mount Zion and in our community. 

 

Leader Notes 
●​ Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit's leading during discussion 
●​ Create a safe space for confession and vulnerability 
●​ Don't rush through the personal reflection questions 
●​ Be prepared to share your own areas of compromise to model authenticity 
●​ Have tissues available - the Spirit may move people to tears 
●​ Consider breaking into smaller groups of 2-3 for the confession/accountability section 
●​ Follow up with anyone who shares something vulnerable during the week 
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