Each person carries a story that is uniquely crafted by God, a testimony of His grace and
redemption. The heart of our calling is to recognize the value of our story and to be ready to
share it with others, not out of obligation, but out of genuine love and compassion for those who
are searching for hope. Our stories are not about religious rituals or empty traditions, but about
a real, living relationship with Jesus Christ—a relationship that transforms us from the inside out.

Authenticity is essential. We must be honest about our past, not hiding our failures or pretending
to be something we are not. Like the Apostle Paul, who openly confessed his former life as a
persecutor and blasphemer, we too must acknowledge where we have come from so that the
grace of God shines all the brighter. Our stories are not meant to glorify our mistakes, but to
magnify the mercy and patience of Christ, who redeems even the worst of sinners.

Being prepared to share means living with a readiness to give an account of the hope within us.
Opportunities may come unexpectedly—a conversation at a county fair, a chance encounter
with a stranger, or a moment with a friend in need. We may not always get it right, but God’s
grace gives us new chances to speak of His goodness. Our hope is not wishful thinking, but a
confident assurance rooted in the resurrection and promises of Jesus. This hope is desperately
needed in a world that is often marked by despair and uncertainty.

Compassion must be our motivation. We share not to win arguments or prove ourselves right,
but because every soul is precious to God. Gentleness and respect are the hallmarks of a heart
that truly loves the lost. Our stories, no matter how ordinary or extraordinary, are designed for
divine encounters—moments when God uses our words to touch another’s heart in a way only
He can orchestrate.

Never underestimate the power of your testimony. Whether your story is one of dramatic
transformation or quiet faithfulness, it is a tool in God’s hand to bring light into darkness. Speak
boldly, with humility and love, and trust that God will use your story to draw others to Himself.

Key Takeaways

- Authenticity in Relationship with Jesus

A genuine relationship with Jesus is the foundation of a meaningful testimony. It's not about
religious performance or outward appearances, but about knowing Christ personally and
allowing Him to be the true King of your heart. Only when our faith is real can our story carry the
weight of truth and transformation. [39:52]

- Honesty About the Past Magnifies Grace

Being truthful about where we’ve come from—our failures, sins, and brokenness—allows the
grace of God to be seen for what it truly is: undeserved favor. Like Paul, we must not hide or
sugarcoat our past, but let it serve as a backdrop for the mercy and patience of Christ. This
honesty disarms pride and invites others to see that redemption is possible for anyone. [45:01]

- Readiness to Share is a Spiritual Discipline



Opportunities to share our hope can arise at any moment, and we are called to be prepared “in
season and out of season.” This readiness is not about having perfect words, but about living
with an open heart and a willingness to speak when prompted by the Spirit. God is patient with
us when we miss opportunities, but He calls us to grow in alertness and courage. [51:51]

- Hope in Jesus is the Anchor of Our Story

The world is hungry for hope, and our testimony must point to the living hope found in Christ.
Whether through answered prayers, healing, or simply the peace that comes from knowing
Jesus, our stories should radiate the assurance that God is present and active. Even in suffering
or uncertainty, the hope we have in Christ is unshakeable and compelling. [54:54]

- Compassion and Humility are Essential Motivations

The motivation for sharing our story must be love for lost souls, not self-promotion or religious
pride. Gentleness and respect open hearts far more than arguments or arrogance. When we
approach others with authentic care, our words become vessels of God’s love, and our stories
become invitations to experience His grace. [57:39]

Bible Study Discussion Guide: The Power of Your Story
### Bible Reading

1 Peter 3:13-16 (ESV)

> Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should
suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in
your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,
having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ may be put to shame.

#it# Observation Questions

1. According to 1 Peter 3:15, what should be the attitude of our hearts before we share our story
or testimony?

2. In the sermon, what does the pastor say is the difference between a genuine relationship with
Jesus and just “religion”? [[41:49]]

3. What does Peter say about the way we should share the reason for our hope? What two
qualities does he mention? (See 1 Peter 3:15-16)

4. How does the pastor describe the world’s need for hope, and what role does our story play in
meeting that need? [[53:47]]



##Ht Interpretation Questions

1. Why does Peter emphasize “gentleness and respect” when sharing our hope with others?
How might this change the way people receive our story? (1 Peter 3:15-16)

2. The pastor shares that being honest about our past allows God’s grace to shine brighter. Why
is it important not to hide or sugarcoat our failures when sharing our testimony? [[45:01]]

3. What does it mean to “revere Christ as Lord in your heart” before sharing your story? How
does this affect the authenticity of your testimony? [[39:52]]

4. The sermon mentions that opportunities to share our story can come at unexpected times.
Why is it important to be ready “in season and out of season”? [[51:51]]

### Application Questions

1. The pastor said, “Your story must be about a genuine relationship with Jesus.” Is there any
area of your faith that feels more like a ritual or tradition than a real relationship? What would it
look like to make Jesus the true King of your heart this week? [[39:52]]

2. Think about your own story. Are there parts of your past you are tempted to hide or gloss
over? How might sharing honestly about your failures help someone else see God’s grace?
[[45:01]]

3. The sermon encourages us to always be ready to share our hope. Can you recall a recent
moment when you had an opportunity to share your faith but hesitated or missed it? What could
you do differently next time? [[51:51]]

4. The pastor said our hope is “not wishful thinking, but a confident assurance rooted in the
resurrection and promises of Jesus.” How does this kind of hope show up in your daily life,
especially during hard times? [[54:54]]

5. Compassion and humility are essential motivations for sharing our story. When you think
about people who don’t know Jesus, do you feel more compassion or frustration? How can you
grow in gentleness and respect toward them? [[57:39]]

6. The pastor shared that every story—whether dramatic or ordinary—can be used by God. Do
you ever feel like your story isn’t “special enough” to share? What is one way you can trust God
to use your story this week? [[01:01:17]]

7. The psalmist says, “I do not seal my lips, Lord, as you know.” Is there someone in your life
who needs to hear your story of faith? What is one step you can take to share it with them
soon? [[01:06:18]]

Closing Prayer Suggestion:

Invite group members to pray for courage, authenticity, and compassion as they prepare to
share their stories. Pray that God would open doors for divine encounters and use each
person’s testimony to bring hope to others.



