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Sermon Summary: This sermon explores the interconnected themes of mercy, forgiveness, 
and trust, emphasizing their importance in Christian faith and daily life. The pastor 
discusses how forgiveness is not merely a passive act but a powerful choice that can lead 
to personal and societal transformation. Drawing on examples from Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Corrie Ten Boom, the sermon illustrates how forgiveness, rooted in God's love, can 
overcome hatred and create space for healing and reconciliation. The message 
underscores that while forgiveness is essential for spiritual growth, trust is a separate issue 
that must be earned over time. 

 

Key Points: 

- Forgiveness is a choice and an act of will, not dependent on feelings 

- Mercy and forgiveness are frequently mentioned in Scripture, highlighting their 
importance 

- Forgiveness benefits the forgiver more than the forgiven 

- There's a reciprocal relationship between God's forgiveness of us and our forgiveness of 
others 

- Forgiveness and trust are distinct; one can forgive without immediately trusting 

- God forgives for His own sake, setting an example for us to follow 

 

Scripture References: 

- Psalm 86:5 

- Ephesians 4:32 

- Matthew 6:14 

- Colossians 3:13 

- Luke 6:37 



- Matthew 18:21-22 

- Isaiah 43:25 

 

Stories: 

- Corrie Ten Boom's encounter with a former Nazi guard and her journey to forgiveness 

- Martin Luther King Jr.'s views on forgiveness as a transformative power 

- The parable of leaving one's offering at the altar to reconcile with others (referenced, not 
fully narrated) 

- Andy Andrews' analogy of forgiveness being like taking arsenic and expecting the other 
person to die 

 

 


