Sermon Summary: Habits of Devotion — Confession
Scripture: 1 John 1:5-10
Summary

In this sermon, Pastor Jon explores confession as an essential habit of devotion and a foundational
practice for all followers of Jesus Christ. Drawing from 1 John 1:5-10, he reminds us that God is light, and
through Jesus Christ, we are invited to live in that light rather than hide our mistakes and shortcomings.

Confession is not meant to be a practice filled with fear, shame, or guilt. Instead, itis a joyful opportunity
to be honest with God, receive forgiveness, and experience the freedom that comes through God's grace.
When we acknowledge our sins, God is faithful to forgive us, cleanse us, and renew us.

Confession is also a practice of community. Through worship, communion, small groups, and meaningful
Christian relationships, we can encourage one another to grow in faith. This requires creating safe
relationships built on trust, confidentiality, compassion, prayer, and accountability.

Ultimately, confession is not a one-time event but a daily practice that helps us turn back toward God,
experience transformation, and live as forgiven and renewed people who are called to serve Christin the
world.

Main Points
1. Confession is for every Christian.
e Confessionis not limited to a particular Christian tradition or religious leader.

o Allfollowers of Jesus are called to acknowledge their sins and recognize their need for God's
grace.

o Corporate prayers of confession in worship and preparation for communion remind us of our
shared need for forgiveness.

2. Confession is a daily habit of devotion.

e Following Jesus means regularly examining our lives and recognizing where we have turned away
from God.

e Confession helps us acknowledge our mistakes, repent, and redirect our lives toward God and
others.

e Itis anongoing practice that supports spiritual growth and discipleship.

3. Confession brings freedom, not shame.
e We do not need to hide our mistakes or fear that our sins are beyond God's forgiveness.
e God already knows us fully and welcomes us into a relationship of grace.

e Through Christ, we receive forgiveness, healing, renewal, and the freedom to live in God's light.



4. Confession strengthens Christian community.
e Confessionis practiced not only individually but also through relationships with other believers.

e Small groups and intentional friendships provide opportunities for honesty, encouragement,
prayer, and accountability.

e Christians are called both to have the courage to be vulnerable and to become trustworthy people
who support others without judgment.

5. Self-examination leads to transformation.

e Regularly reflecting on our choices, intentions, and actions helps us recognize where we have
fallen short.

e Honest confession allows God to work within us, helping us learn from our mistakes and grow into
the people God calls us to be.

e« Repentance involves more than admitting wrongdoing; it includes making an effort to change our
actions and direction.

6. God's grace sends us out renewed.

e Confession reminds us that we are loved and forgiven through Jesus Christ.

e We do not remain defined by our failures; we are healed, renewed, and called to ministry.

e God's grace continually welcomes us back and equips us to live faithfully and serve others.
Key Takeaway

Confession is not about dwelling in guilt or shame. It is about bringing our whole selves before a loving
and forgiving God. Through daily self-examination, honest repentance, and supportive Christian
relationships, we experience the freedom of God's grace and are renewed to follow Jesus faithfully.



