Wrestling and Blessing — Julianne Snape August 10, 2025

In this powerful exploration of Genesis 32:22-32, we dive deep into Jacob's transformative
wrestling match with a mysterious figure. This encounter teaches us that struggling with
God, our faith, and life's challenges is not only permissible but can be profoundly
meaningful. We learn that wounds received in spiritual wrestling can become conduits for
healing and growth. The story reminds us that God meets us in our struggles, offering us
new identities and blessings even as we grapple with fear, doubt, and uncertainty. As we
wrestle with life's complexities, we're invited to persist until we experience a face-to-face
encounter with the divine, emerging changed and blessed, much like Jacob did. This
message encourages us to embrace our spiritual struggles, viewing them as opportunities
for transformation and deeper intimacy with God.

Chapters
Chapter 1: The Story of Jacob's Wrestling 0:00-6:00

Introduction to the biblical story of Jacob wrestling with a mysterious figure.

Chapter 2: The Mystery and Meaning of the Struggle 6:00-12:00

Examination of the various interpretations and personal significance of Jacob's wrestling.

Chapter 3: The Blessings of Wrestling 12:00 - 18:00

Discussion of the unexpected blessings that come from spiritual struggle.

Chapter 4: Embracing the Holy Struggle 18:00 - 22:00

Conclusion emphasizing the value of spiritual wrestling and its potential for
transformation.
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Title: Wrestling with God: Embracing the Struggle and Finding Blessing

Sermon Summary: This sermon explores the story of Jacob wrestling with a mysterious
figure, interpreted as God or a divine being. It emphasizes that spiritual struggles are not
only permissible but can lead to profound blessings. The sermon encourages listeners to
engage with their fears, doubts, and challenges, viewing them as opportunities for growth
and deeper intimacy with God. It highlights that through wrestling, we can receive new
names, deeper self-understanding, and face-to-face encounters with the divine.

Key Points:

- Wrestling with God is a normal and valuable part of faith

- Struggles can lead to blessings, including wounding that leads to healing

- Wrestling can result in receiving a new name and deeper self-knowledge

- Unanswered questions in our struggles can lead to humility and clinging to God
- Face-to-face encounters with God are possible through our wrestling

- Engaging in struggle is better than running away or avoiding challenges

Scripture Reference:

- Genesis 32:22-32

Stories:

- Jacob's life-long struggles, including with Esau and Laban

- Jacob wrestling with the mysterious figure at Peniel

- Friend's experience of wrestling with identity and finding their true name as "Beloved"
- Personal anecdote of wrestling with fear and finding blessing in gratitude

- Reference to Jim and Pam from "The Office" choosing to fight rather than grow distant

- Jacob and Esau's reconciliation after Jacob's wrestling experience
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Here are the scripture references mentioned or alluded to in the sermon:

1. Genesis 32:22-32 - This is the main passage the sermon is based on, detailing Jacob's
wrestling with God/the angel.

2. Genesis 25:22-26 - Allusion to Jacob wrestling with Esau in the womb.
3. Genesis 27 - Reference to Jacob stealing Esau's blessing and inheritance.

4. Genesis 28-31 - Allusion to Jacob's time with Laban, wrestling for respect, work, wives,
and wages.

5. Genesis 33:1-4 - Reference to Jacob and Esau's reconciliation after the wrestling
incident.

While not explicitly mentioned, the following verses align with themes discussed in the
sermon:

6. Hosea 12:3-4 - Another reference to Jacob wrestling with God.

7. Romans 8:28 - The idea that struggles can lead to blessings.

8. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 - God's strength being made perfect in weakness.
9. Philippians 4:6-7 - Wrestling with anxiety and finding peace in God.

10. James 1:2-4 - The value of perseverance through trials.

11. Psalm 139:23-24 - God knowing us deeply and renaming us.

12. Isaiah 43:1 - God calling us by name.



