
Sermon Summary 

Romans 12:9–21 calls Christians to live out a genuine, active love. Paul describes a way of 
life marked by caring for others, showing honor, practicing hospitality, praying, persevering, 
and seeking peace. Most importantly, Christians are called to overcome evil with good 
rather than respond to evil with vengeance. 

The sermon emphasized that our theology is not merely what we believe—it should aƯect 
how we live every day. Because Jesus has revealed a new way of life and brought God's 
kingdom among us, Christians are called to live diƯerently: with love, peace, generosity, 
humility, and practical care for others. 

This way of love extends beyond the church and even toward people who disagree with us 
or treat us badly. Rather than seeking revenge or trying to make others suƯer, we can trust 
God and choose to love as we have been loved. 

The sermon acknowledged that living this way can be diƯicult. We may feel lost, 
discouraged, or uncertain about life and even about our faith. Yet the way of peace gives us 
something to return to: trust Christ, choose love, and live the way Jesus has shown us. 

Key Points 

1. Our beliefs should shape our lives. 
Faith isn't simply something we believe; it should change how we treat people and 
how we live each day. 

2. Love must be genuine and practical. 
Christian love isn't just a feeling. It's showing up, helping, encouraging, listening, 
oƯering a hug, moving tables, picking up trash, and noticing when someone needs 
extra care. 

3. We are called to build community. 
Following Christ means looking for ways to build one another up and help others 
experience the good news of God's kingdom. 

4. The way of Jesus is a way of peace. 
Peace is more than the absence of conflict. It is a life of well-being, purpose, love, 
and meaning lived in relationship with God and others. 

5. Love extends beyond the church. 
We don't only love people who are like us or who agree with us. Christ's way calls us 
to love everyone—even those whose values are very diƯerent from ours. 



6. Don't repay evil with evil. 
Because Christ is our King, we don't have to take vengeance into our own hands. We 
can leave judgment to God and choose a diƯerent response. 

7. Choose love again and again. 
Living the way of peace is a constant decision: Will I live from love, or will I try to take 
control and respond in anger? 

8. Trust Christ even when we're uncertain. 
Even in seasons of doubt or confusion, we can return to what we know: Christ has 
shown us a way of true life, and living according to that way brings transformation 
and peace. 

9. Let our actions demonstrate what we believe. 
When our actions match our words—when we care for people, love generously, and 
pursue peace—others can see that there is a diƯerent way to live. 

The Big Takeaway 

Because Jesus has shown us the way of love and peace, we are called to live that 
way—even when it is diƯicult. We don't overcome evil by becoming more like evil. We 
overcome evil with good. 

“Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.” — Romans 12:21 

In one sentence: 
Follow Jesus by choosing genuine love, practicing peace, caring for others, and 
responding to evil with good. 

 


