Sermon Summary: Habits of Devotion — Generosity
Scripture: Proverbs 11:23-28
Sermon Summary

In this message, Pastor Jon explores generosity as an essential habit of following Jesus. Generosity isn't
simply about money or how much we give; it's about developing a way of life that reflects God's generous
nature. Regardless of our financial circumstances, age, personality, or season of life, we are all called to
live generously and share what we have.

Using Proverbs 11:23-28, Pastor Jon reminds us that generosity brings blessings not necessarily through
material wealth, but through a fuller, more meaningful life. When we focus less on accumulating
possessions and more on loving God and serving our neighbors, we discover the joy, peace, and freedom
that come from trusting God.

We are challenged to move from living with closed fists, holding tightly to what we have out of fear, to
living with open hands, trusting that God will provide. Generosity is a practice that shapes our character
over time, transforming us into people who reflect God's love. Ultimately, generosity is about becoming
more like God, the ultimate giver, and creating a life centered on blessing others rather than ourselves.

Main Points
1. Generosity Is for Everyone
e Generosity isn't reserved for those with financial abundance.
¢ We are all called to give according to our abilities and circumstances.
e Proportional giving recognizes that everyone has different resources and life situations.

¢ When everyone contributes what they can, there is enough to care for others and support the
church's mission.

2. Generosity Is a Habit That Shapes Our Character
e Our habits eventually become part of who we are.
« Family history, upbringing, personality, and life experiences influence how we approach giving.
e Through God's grace and the Holy Spirit, we can break old habits and develop new ones.
o Generosity grows through intentional practice, one faithful step at a time.
3. Generosity Creates a Fuller, More Meaningful Life
¢ A meaningful life is measured by the impact we have, not by the possessions we accumulate.
e Loving God and loving our neighbors brings greater fulfillment than pursuing temporary pleasures.
e Giving helps us become more grateful and recognize everything as a gift from God.

e Those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.



4. Generosity Requires Trust in God
e Where our treasure is, there our heart will be also.

e We must ask ourselves whether we truly trust God to provide or whether we rely on money and
possessions for security.

e Godinvites us to move from closed fists to open hands.
e Living generously means trusting that God will provide what we need.

5. Generosity Reflects the Nature of God
e Godis the ultimate giver, and we are called to reflect His generosity.

e Generosity is defined as a joyful, selfless practice of freely giving our resources without expecting
anythingin return.

e Aswe grow in generosity, we grow in our ability to love others as God loves us.
e Generosity transforms not only what we do but who we become.

Key Scripture & Themes

Scripture Central Message

Proverbs 11:23-28 Generosity brings blessing; trusting in wealth leads to disappointment.
Luke 6:38 Giving and receiving are connected through God's generosity.

Matthew 6:21 Where our treasure is, there our heart will be also.

Matthew 16:25 Losing our life for Christ leads to finding true life.

Note: Proverbs 11:23-28 was the primary scripture reading. The other passages reflect supporting
biblical themes discussed in the sermon.

Takeaway Message

Generosity isn't about how much you have; it's about how willing you are to share what God has given
you.

When we stop living to accumulate and begin living to bless others, we discover the freedom and fullness

of life God intends for us. Generosity is more than something we do; it is who we become as followers of
Jesus.



