COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week of 4/26/26

Opener (10 minutes or less)

If you could understand bird songs or whale songs and sing back to them, which would
you choose and why?

1.

DISCUSSION (50 minutes or less)

Begin your discussion time in prayer.
Scripture Reading: 2 Kings 13
Questions:

What specifically prompted God to
show favor and compassion to Israel
during this time? How does this
challenge the idea that God only
helps those who have earned it?

4. The kings "did not depart" from the

sins of Jeroboam. What does the
continual presence of Asherah
poles say about the difficulty of
spiritual reform versus personal

2. When Elisha tells King Jehoash to repentance?
strike the ground with arrows, the The account of a dead man coming
king stops after three times, which back to life after touching Elisha's
angers the prophet. What does this bones is one of the most unusual
interaction suggest about the stories in the Bible. What do you
relationship between divine promise think this event was intended to
and human effort/zeal? signal to the people of Israel about

3. How can you distinguish the authority of Elisha's previous

between resting in God's grace
and settling for a "good enough"
spiritual life that misses out on
the full victory God might have
intended?

prophecies, particularly  those
concerning the defeat of Syria?
King Jehoash wept over Elisha,
calling him *“the chariots of Israel
and its horsemen”—the same
words Elisha once said to Elijah.
Why would a king who didn't fully
follow God still feel such a
desperate loss at the passing of a
prophet?

PERSONAL (30 minutes or less)

1. Oikos - the 8 to 15 people God supernaturally and strategically places in your
life. Any oikos moments you would like to share..

2. What is going on in your life (note prayer requests and praise reports)

3. Pray

Plant the Good News of Jesus Christ, grow mature disciples, and harvest the fruit of the Spirit for the needs of the world.



2 Kings 13

11n the twenty-third year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to
reign over Israel in Samaria, and he reigned seventeen years. 2He did what was evil in the sight of the
Lorp and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin; he did not depart
from them. * And the anger of the Lorp was kindled against Israel, and he gave them continually into
the hand of Hazael king of Syria and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael. *Then Jehoahaz
sought the favor of the Lorp, and the Lorp listened to him, for he saw the oppression of Israel, how the
king of Syria oppressed them. % (Therefore the Lorp gave Israel a savior, so that they escaped from the
hand of the Syrians, and the people of Israel lived in their homes as formerly.  Nevertheless, they did not
depart from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, which he made Israel to sin, but walked® in them; and
the Asherah also remained in Samaria.) 7 For there was not left to Jehoahaz an army of more than fifty
horsemen and ten chariots and ten thousand footmen, for the king of Syria had destroyed them and
made them like the dust at threshing. @ Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz and all that he did, and his
might, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? ®So Jehoahaz slept with
his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria, and Joash his son reigned in his place.

°|n the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash® the son of Jehoahaz began to reign over
Israel in Samaria, and he reigned sixteen years. "He also did what was evil in the sight of the Lorb. He
did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin, but he
walked in them. ® Now the rest of the acts of Joash and all that he did, and the might with which he
fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of
Israel? ® So Joash slept with his fathers, and Jeroboam sat on his throne. And Joash was buried in
Samaria with the kings of Israel.

“Now when Elisha had fallen sick with the illness of which he was to die, Joash king of Israel went down
to him and wept before him, crying, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” 1
And Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and arrows.” So he took a bow and arrows. ® Then he said to the king
of Israel, “Draw the bow,” and he drew it. And Elisha laid his hands on the king's hands. " And he said,
“Open the window eastward,” and he opened it. Then Elisha said, “Shoot,” and he shot. And he said, “The
Lorp's arrow of victory, the arrow of victory over Syria! For you shall fight the Syrians in Aphek until you
have made an end of them.” ® And he said, “Take the arrows,” and he took them. And he said to the king
of Israel, “Strike the ground with them.” And he struck three times and stopped. ® Then the man of God
was angry with him and said, “You should have struck five or six times; then you would have struck
down Syria until you had made an end of it, but now you will strike down Syria only three times.”

2050 Elisha died, and they buried him. Now bands of Moabites used to invade the land in the spring of
the year. 2 And as a man was being buried, behold, a marauding band was seen and the man was
thrown into the grave of Elisha, and as soon as the man touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and
stood on his feet.

2 Now Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. 2 But the Lorp was gracious to
them and had compassion on them, and he turned toward them, because of his covenant with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy them, nor has he cast them from his presence until
NOW.

24\When Hazael king of Syria died, Ben-hadad his son became king in his place. # Then Jehoash the son

of Jehoahaz took again from Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities that he had taken from Jehoahaz
his father in war. Three times Joash defeated him and recovered the cities of Israel.

Plant the Good News of Jesus Christ, grow mature disciples, and harvest the fruit of the Spirit for the needs of the world.



