COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week of 11/28/21

Opener (10 minutes or less)

What did you name your first car? Does your current car have a name? What is it?

Questions:

3. Pray

DISCUSSION (50 minutes or less)

Begin your discussion time in prayer.
Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 7

What stands out to you or is
challenging to you about this
passage?

Repentance is key in 1 Samuel 7.
What are the key barriers that stand
in the way of your living a life of
repentance?

How does this narrative reveal the
role of appropriate leadership for
God’s people?

How does it make you feel that God
does not need you? In what way is
this a necessary conviction if we are
going to serve him without doing
damage to our souls?

In your own words, articulate where
we see Jesus in this portion of the
story?

Samuel knew that the nation would
never succeed if the people didn’t
put the Lord first. What makes it hard
—often even for Christians—to put
the Lord first?

Israel’s besetting sin was idolatry. In
the broad sense, what is an idol?
How might a nation today practice
idolatry even without carved statues
of gods?

PERSONAL (30 minutes or less)

1. What is going on in your life (note prayer requests and praise reports)
2. Oikos - the 8 to 15 people God supernaturally and strategically places in your life. Any

oikos moments you would like to share..

Plant the Good News of Jesus Christ, grow mature disciples, and harvest the fruit of the Spirit for the needs of the world.



1 SAMUEL 7:1-17

And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the ark of the Lord and brought it to the
house of Abinadab on the hill. And they consecrated his son Eleazar to have charge of
the ark of the Lord. 2 From the day that the ark was lodged at Kiriath-jearim, a long time
passed, some twenty years, and all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord.

Samuel Judges Israel

3 And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, “If you are returning to the Lord with all
your heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you

and direct your heart to the Lord and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the
hand of the Philistines.” 4 So the people of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtaroth,
and they served the Lord only.

5 Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel at Mizpah, and | will pray to the Lord for

you.” 6 So they gathered at Mizpah and drew water and poured it out before

the Lord and fasted on that day and said there, “We have sinned against the Lord.” And
Samuel judged the people of Israel at Mizpah. 7 Now when the Philistines heard that
the people of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up against
Israel. And when the people of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of the

Philistines. 8 And the people of Israel said to Samuel, “Do not cease to cry out to

the Lord our God for us, that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines.” 9 So
Samuel took a nursing lamb and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the Lord.

And Samuel cried out to the Lord for Israel, and the Lord answered him. 10 As Samuel
was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to attack Israel. But

the Lord thundered with a mighty sound that day against the Philistines and threw them
into confusion, and they were defeated before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel went out
from Mizpah and pursued the Philistines and struck them, as far as below Beth-car.

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen[a] and called its
name Ebenezer;[b] for he said, “Till now the Lord has helped us.” 13 So the Philistines
were subdued and did not again enter the territory of Israel. And the hand of

the Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 14 The cities that the
Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath, and Israel
delivered their territory from the hand of the Philistines. There was peace also between
Israel and the Amorites.

15 Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 16 And he went on a circuit year by year
to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah. And he judged Israel in all these places. 17 Then he
would return to Ramah, for his home was there, and there also he judged Israel. And he
built there an altar to the Lord.

Plant the Good News of Jesus Christ, grow mature disciples, and harvest the fruit of the Spirit for the needs of the world.
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